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Curriculum Standards & Student Support Division

Social Studies Newsletter

Thank you for subscribing to the TEA social studies newsletter.

This issue of the TEA social studies newsletter provides information on the following
topics:
¢ New Social Studies TEKS Resources: Skills Matrices
e July Stakeholder Engagement Sessions

Topic: Clarifying the Social Studies TEKS Being Implemented in the

2024-2025 School Year

Dates: July 15, 16, and 17
e August Stakeholder Engagement Sessions

Topic: Celebrate Freedom Week

Dates: August 16 and 27
¢ Updated Innovative Course Application Timeline
¢ The Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN) Can Help Meet Students’

Social Studies Course Needs
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New Social Studies TEKS Resources: Skills Matrices

TEA has developed new social studies TEKS resources to support the implementation
of the revised social studies standards. The skills matrices provide a detailed look at
the social studies skills strand by grade band (kindergarten- grade 5, grades 6-8,
grades 9-12). The matrices may be accessed through the TEA Social Studies web
page under the Social Studies TEKS resources section.

GRADES 6-8 SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS MATRIX
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies
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July Stakeholder Engagement Sessions

Topic: Clarifying the Social Studies TEKS Being Implemented in the 2024-2025
School Year

Target Audience: Elementary Teachers, Middle School Teachers, High School
Teachers, District Administrators, Campus Administrators, Education Service Center
Specialists

Session Description: The TEA social studies team will provide a closer look at the
new student expectations to be implemented in the upcoming school year. Each of
the three sessions is focused on one specific grade-level band.

Dates & Times: Grades K-5: Monday, July 15th @ 10:00 a.m. —11:00

a.m. Registration Link

Grades 6-8: Tuesday, July 16th @ 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. Registration Link Grades 9-
12: Wednesday, July 17th @ 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. Registration Link

August Stakeholder Engagement Sessions
Topic: Celebrate Freedom Week

Target Audience: Social Studies Stakeholders: Teachers, District Administrators,
Campus Administrators, Education Service Center Specialists, Parents, Professional
Organizations

Session Description: The TEA social studies team will focus on Celebrate Freedom
Week (TEC § 29.907), which occurs each year during the week that includes
September 17. During this week Texas schools emphasize the values and ideals on
which the United States was founded as well as the sacrifices that were made for
freedom in the founding of the country. This TEA stakeholder engagement session
will highlight Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and required instruction
related to Celebrate Freedom Week and instructional resources found on the TEA
Celebrate Freedom Week web page.

Dates & Times: Monday, August 26th @ 11:30 a.m. —12:30 p.m. Registration Link
Tuesday, August 27th @ 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Registration Link



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJcucOGsrzIoHNCN6mrfLv7dh0CyUVZ2bzdS&data=05%7C02%7CTim.Bryant%40tea.texas.gov%7Cc4ae7a2cb6c542a8ce6a08dc84965713%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638531028472999793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5YfLyP%2BhMuQ8%2Fzy1eBDDmP%2Bqs6iNcyGX%2BE5KnnybNYs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJEkd-yqrj8sGNfJ3W1etuCtyEtSZov-qvX-&data=05%7C02%7CTim.Bryant%40tea.texas.gov%7Cc4ae7a2cb6c542a8ce6a08dc84965713%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638531028473007626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QP9kvYXQJzCa2ndLO%2BZMwYsF48SEQoZxz4SRY4Defwc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJIpde2ppzgoHNAyElzIkjIcahqViUNDF44q&data=05%7C02%7CTim.Bryant%40tea.texas.gov%7Cc4ae7a2cb6c542a8ce6a08dc84965713%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638531028473015115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tloemOjS43kvSwN%2B1OxbwZ95kueI63vBThL81GeoHH4%3D&reserved=0
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#:%7E:text=Sec.%2029.907.%20%20CELEBRATE%20FREEDOM%20WEEK
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqc-iurTsrGdKm40Ua-MjAPaxSRRKe-qkr
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIod--vpzkuEtT-vdz7mi2N8hhrSiSPV7RN
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Updated Innovative Course Application

To benefit both innovative course applicants and LEAs (local education agencies)
who wish to implement innovative courses, the timeline for future innovative course
application cycles has been updated. The updated timeline is designed to provide
additional time for the following:

e Applicants to complete applications

o Applicants to receive local board approval

o Applicants to complete course pilots and analyze data

o Districts and open-enrollment charters to plan for innovative course
implementation

Courses that are approved will be available for implementation beginning with the
2025-2026 school year.

The 2025-2026 application cycle for innovative courses closes on September 13,
2024. The complete innovative course application timeline is available on the TEA
innovative courses webpage.

The Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN) Can Help Meet Students’ Social
Studies Course Needs

Texas Education Agency

X

Texas Virtual School Network

Need help meeting a student’s social studies course needs?

The Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN) can help meet students’ needs through
TEA-approved online courses. The TXVSN statewide course catalog provides schools
and students access to high school, Advanced Placement, career and technical
education, and dual credit courses for initial credit or credit recovery. The course
catalog provides fifteen unique social studies courses to help students meet their
learning goals and graduation requirements.



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdGVhLnRleGFzLmdvdi9hY2FkZW1pY3MvbGVhcm5pbmctc3VwcG9ydC1hbmQtcHJvZ3JhbXMvaW5ub3ZhdGl2ZS1jb3Vyc2VzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIyMy45MDczOTY4MSJ9.V0S6rvtdUpeR74p-OibygoinPiI4wfBm22GI2ApkqK8%2Fs%2F559851726%2Fbr%2F237666729096-l&data=05%7C02%7CTim.Bryant%40tea.texas.gov%7C8d1091d9c7e942fbc58b08dc34c1ff21%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638443255036063949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cqLwSmyqf9iwLTmMk5KCzwjmko%2BvNBxrZ3h3ye%2Bj9KM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdGVhLnRleGFzLmdvdi9hY2FkZW1pY3MvbGVhcm5pbmctc3VwcG9ydC1hbmQtcHJvZ3JhbXMvaW5ub3ZhdGl2ZS1jb3Vyc2VzIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDIyMy45MDczOTY4MSJ9.V0S6rvtdUpeR74p-OibygoinPiI4wfBm22GI2ApkqK8%2Fs%2F559851726%2Fbr%2F237666729096-l&data=05%7C02%7CTim.Bryant%40tea.texas.gov%7C8d1091d9c7e942fbc58b08dc34c1ff21%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638443255036063949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cqLwSmyqf9iwLTmMk5KCzwjmko%2BvNBxrZ3h3ye%2Bj9KM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdHh2c24ub3JnLyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMjMuOTA3Mzk2ODEifQ.4oR8PFlpvC4XJFzF3R-aUgqHlCE9vamR9kxg8kDwnMA%2Fs%2F559851726%2Fbr%2F237666729096-l&data=05%7C02%7CTim.Bryant%40tea.texas.gov%7C8d1091d9c7e942fbc58b08dc34c1ff21%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638443255036070318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9okz26O748Ciw4x2PZgqGbTYH1a2V90KHYW9nmVOedg%3D&reserved=0
https://catalog.mytxvsn.org/
https://catalog.mytxvsn.org/
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Thank you for your commitment to serving Texas students.

Social Studies Team
Curriculum Standards and Student Support Division
curriculum@tea.texas.gov
(512) 463-9581
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