
Middle School Advanced 
Mathematics



Students who take advanced math courses in high school are 
more likely to persist in and complete higher education

Source: E3 Alliance analysis of TEA and THECB data at the UT Austin Education Research Center

Math Pipeline- Texas
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SB 2124 – Middle School Advanced Math Program

Texas Education Code §28.029

The purpose of this law —

“To increase the number of students who complete 
advanced mathematics courses in high school”

The requirement enacted by this law —

"Each school district and open-enrollment charter 
school shall develop an advanced mathematics program 
for middle school students that is designed to enable 
those students to enroll in Algebra I in eighth grade."

School districts and open-
enrollment charter schools must 
develop middle school advanced 
mathematics programs as soon as 
practicable after the bill’s effective 
date of May 27, 2023.

3

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm


Statutory Requirements

Texas Education Code §28.029

(b)  Under the program, subject to Subsection (c), a school district or open-
enrollment charter school shall automatically enroll in an advanced 
mathematics course each sixth grade student who performed in the top 
40 percent on:
(1)  the fifth grade mathematics assessment instrument administered 

under Section 39.023(a); or
(2)  a local measure that includes the student's fifth grade class ranking 

or a demonstrated proficiency in the student's fifth grade 
mathematics coursework.

(c)  The parent or guardian of a student described by Subsection (b) may opt 
the student out of automatic enrollment under that subsection.

(d)  The commissioner may adopt rules to implement this section.

4

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=39.023


Proposed Rules

The rules propose the following:

▪ LEAs must develop a local measure in addition to the statewide measure for use in 
determining student eligibility for automatic enrollment.

▪ LEAs must automatically enroll each Grade 6 student who—

o performed in the 60th percentile or higher on statewide scores for the Grade 5 STAAR 
Math exam or

o performed in the top 40% on a local measure that includes a student’s Grade 5 class 
ranking or demonstrated proficiency in math coursework. 

▪ LEAs must make public the criteria for automatic enrollment in the advanced math 
program before the start of each school year.

▪ LEAs must provide written notice to the parent or guardian of each grade 6 student who 
will be automatically enrolled in an advanced math program no later than 14 days before 
the first day of instruction for the school year.
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Middle School Advanced Mathematics Programs

Proposed rules related to the 

middle school advanced 

mathematics program requirement 

were posted on Feb. 23.

The proposal is available on the 

Commissioner’s Proposed Rules 

webpage. 
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The public comment period on the 
proposed rules will end on March 
25, 2024.

Comments can be submitted via 
the online public comment form.

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/commissioner-rules-tac/coe-proposed/24-02-74-2101.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/commissioner-rules-tac/coe-proposed/24-02-74-2101.pdf
https://www.jotform.com/210613401561138


Support for Implementation

TEA will host a webinar to assist LEAs in short-term and long-term planning for 

implementation.

When: March 28, 2024 2:00 PM Central Time

Topic: Advanced Mathematics Middle School Program Webinar

Register in advance for this webinar:

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JOHpjPkASb-MT-Qm3_Uy8w

A recording of the webinar and additional resources will be posted on the TEA 

website.
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_JOHpjPkASb-MT-Qm3_Uy8w&data=05%7C02%7CShelly.Ramos%40tea.texas.gov%7C19d925411b964241cbfa08dc2bd7d32d%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638433453165392998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3zsB1aGfJaKWBjH2SAUqtlEcAxjlh7NLDjnfDtoBFqM%3D&reserved=0


New Advanced Math Pathways Report in TPRS

▪ Purpose
▪ Identify students who demonstrate proficiency in grade 5 

mathematics and were enrolled in an advanced middle 
school mathematics program.
• Defined in report as Meets or Masters on STAAR Grade 5 

Math Assessment and completion of the STAAR Algebra 
1 EOC by the end of 8th grade.

▪ Included Data
▪ Grade 8 Algebra 1 EOC participation across student groups

▪ Where to find it
• TPRS - Link
(https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tprs/tprs_srch.html)

▪ STAAR → STAAR Performance → Advanced Math 
Pathways

https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tprs/tprs_srch.html
https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tprs/tprs_srch.html


Advanced Math Pathways Report (2022 and 2023)

As a result of the cancellation of STAAR in 2020 due to COVID-19, most 2023 grade 8 students do not have a Grade 5 STAAR Math score.
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