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Purpose:
To increase awareness, build capacity, and improve TEA supports, resources and tools available for schools to address the unique needs 
and statutory requirements of highly mobile and at-risk students. 

We are committed to improving the school experience and education outcomes of all highly mobile and at-risk students in Texas public 
schools. 
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https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/pregnancy-related-services
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/pregnancy-related-services
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/support-for-at-risk-schools-and-students/texas-education-for-homeless-children-and-youth-tehcy-program
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/support-for-at-risk-schools-and-students/texas-education-for-homeless-children-and-youth-tehcy-program


Agenda 

Welcome/Introductions

TSDS PEIMS Guidance

Key Reminders

Technical Assistance

Website posting

Resources & Upcoming Trainings

Copyright TEA, 2024. All rights reserved.

Provide updates, share resources, 
promote information-sharing, and 
collect input from LEAs and the 
community for students in foster 
care.

Purpose



Contact Information

Dr. LaTrenda Watson
At-Risk State Coordinator
Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Programs
Phone: 512-936-6208
Email: LaTrenda.Watson@tea.texas.gov
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mailto:LaTrenda.Watson@TEA.Texas.gov


Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

What are you hoping to learn 
from attending this webinar? 

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



TSDS PEIMS 
Guidance



TSDS PEIMS Coding Guidance
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TSDS PEIMS Chart
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Defining Foster Care for TSDS PEIMS C196 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2024.  All rights reserved.



Starting September 1, 2021, code #3 
was added to the PEIMS Foster Care 

Type Code table (C196) to capture the 
status of a pre-kindergarten student 

who is currently in or has ever been in 
foster care in another state.

Please email the DFPS Pre-K 
verification mailbox: 

prekverificationltrs@dfps.texas.gov. 

They will look up the student and 
provide the Pre-K verification letter 
for the caregiver to provide to the 

school. 

A child (of appropriate age) is eligible if they 
are currently in DFPS conservatorship, or if 
they were in the past. Even if the child has 
subsequently been adopted or for whatever 
reason is no longer in DFPS care, the child is 
still eligible if the age criteria are met. 

Therefore, any verification letter 
establishing that the child was ever in DFPS 
conservatorship remains valid until the child 
ages out of Pre-K.

Pre-Kindergarten Students

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2024.  All rights reserved.



Students in these circumstances, 
however, are not in Texas DFPS 
managing conservatorship and are not 
coded as foster care for PEIMS 
purposes. 

Additionally, students in this program 
are not eligible for the higher education 
tuition and fees waiver or other state-
specific benefits for students in Texas 
DFPS managing conservatorship.

Unaccompanied Refugee Minor (URM)

  Foster Care Guide: Chapter 4

 The Administration for Children & Families, 
Office of Refugee Resettlement, places 
unaccompanied child refugees in Texas in 
foster homes administered by the federal 
government. This is sometimes referred to 
as “federal foster care.”

 Federal foster care is not Texas foster care. 

 Students in these circumstances are eligible 
for USDA nutrition benefits as a child in 
foster care, as well as the Education and 
Training Voucher benefit (see Financial 
Supports for Post-Secondary Education, on 
page 143) and ESSA-related school stability 
provisions.
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Acceptable Documentation for TSDS PEIMS
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Examples of Non-Acceptable Documentation

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2024.  All rights reserved.



Confidentiality
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Questions & Comments



Key Reminders



Who is your district foster care 
point of contact? 

Know your district & campus 
procedures for Foster Care 
Identification

Ensure proper documentation is 
obtained for PEIMS code 
identification

Consider your frequency of Foster 
Care Trainings during the year

Maintain district foster care data

Reminders for Foster Care Liaisons
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Transition Assistance Toolkit
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Enrollment Conference Topics

Attendance

Grades/
Credits Earned 

vs Credits 
Attempted

Special Student 
Populations

At-Risk 
Indicators

District/Campus 
Supports
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Technical 
Assistance



Foster Care Resources

https://tea.texas.gov/foster-care-guide
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-resource-guide


 Each ESC has Foster Care 
Champions

 Services provided: 
 Technical Assistance
 Foster Care Trainings
 Collaboration meetings 

with DFPS Education 
Specialist 
 Resources

ESC Foster Care Champions
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TASB Forms for Students in Foster Care

TASB Forms
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/tasb-ffc-exhibit-2023.pdf


Resources for Technical Assistance
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Frequently Asked Questions

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-faq-2021-update.pdf


School of Origin Resource
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Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

What are some foster care concerns 
you have had in your LEAs? 

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



LEA & ESC Professional Development

 Fall/Spring Consortiums

 Resource fair with districts 
to interact with community 
partners

 Sharing the foster care 
guide on all presentations

 Collaboration with DFPS 
Education Specialist

 Collaboration with Judges 
in the area to speak about 
foster care

 Spotlight districts to share 
best practices, resources 
and tools
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Foster Care Website



 Suggested information that 
should be posted on your 
district’s website for foster 
care: 
 District Foster Care Liaison

 Name
 Contact information: Email 

and/or Phone number

 Required Documentation for 
Coding Foster Care 

 Resources in your area

 District policy & procedures 
for students in foster care. 

 Foster Care Laws & 
Guidance (ESSA) 

 Reference & connect to TEA 
Foster Care & Student 
Success Webpage

 The Foster Care & Student 
Success Guide

District Foster Care Websites
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Consult your ESC Foster Care 
Champion

Most ESCs have a Foster Care 
webpage

View other district’s foster care 
pages

View colleges/university’s 
webpages for students in foster 
care

Suggestions for to help build your foster care webpage
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Current LEA Foster Care Websites

McAllen ISD: ESC 1
https://www.mcallenisd.org/pa
ge/foster-parents-copy

 Alief ISD: ESC 4
https://www.aliefisd.net/o/aisd
/page/foster-care

New Caney ISD: ESC 6
https://www.newcaneyisd.org/
departments/business-
financial-services/federal-
programs/foster-care

 Lake Worth ISD: ESC 11
https://www.lwisd.org/depart
ments1/student-
services/foster-care

 Austin ISD: ESC 13
https://www.austinisd.org/fos
ter-care

 San Angelo ISD: ESC 15
https://www.saisd.org/depart
ments/federalstate-
programs/foster-care
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https://www.mcallenisd.org/page/foster-parents-copy
https://www.mcallenisd.org/page/foster-parents-copy
https://www.aliefisd.net/o/aisd/page/foster-care
https://www.aliefisd.net/o/aisd/page/foster-care
https://www.newcaneyisd.org/departments/business-financial-services/federal-programs/foster-care
https://www.newcaneyisd.org/departments/business-financial-services/federal-programs/foster-care
https://www.newcaneyisd.org/departments/business-financial-services/federal-programs/foster-care
https://www.newcaneyisd.org/departments/business-financial-services/federal-programs/foster-care
https://www.lwisd.org/departments1/student-services/foster-care
https://www.lwisd.org/departments1/student-services/foster-care
https://www.lwisd.org/departments1/student-services/foster-care
https://www.austinisd.org/foster-care
https://www.austinisd.org/foster-care
https://www.saisd.org/departments/federalstate-programs/foster-care
https://www.saisd.org/departments/federalstate-programs/foster-care
https://www.saisd.org/departments/federalstate-programs/foster-care


Questions or Comments



Resources & Trainings



2024-25 HMAR Webinars – SAVE THE DATE!

HMAR Quarterly Webinar #1
Thursday, September 19, 2024

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

34

HMAR Quarterly Webinar #2
Thursday, November 14, 2024

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Registration Link

HMAR Quarterly Webinar #3
Thursday, February 13, 2025

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Registration Link

HMAR Quarterly Webinar #4
Thursday, May 1, 2025

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Registration Link
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https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItd-CvqTstHtLFIcTGkP_JLFGuM3LZpyOP
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwodOChqDsqHN2cST4pqM8IWNI4DhunjG1O
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsceGtqTMsH9B3j22bOITz7aLdF8kMsmt0


Foster Care Webinar Training

Foster Care 
Webinar #2 

March 7, 2025
10 a.m. 
Register 
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https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_opacJNAyTpulPEFzjkZaTg#/registration


State Foster Care Training Opportunities 

Wednesday, 
November 20, 2024

11:00-12:00 PM
Registration

Wednesday, 
January 15, 2025

11:00-12:00 PM
Registration

Monday, 
March 31, 2025

2:00-3:00 PM
Registration

Wednesday, 
April 30, 2025

2:00-3:00 PM
Registration

Friday, 
May 16, 2025
11:00–12:00 PM

Registration

Foster Care Office Hours: 2024-2025
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https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwkduGgqz0sHtdXWR_bbjT5nxr5Chnunw39
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIlc-utrjguG9XNxUvyKhhsRM48c9FTDrfE
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwocO6tpjwrGtQLbV6XzVLgR4_O-fiplGVg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUlcuqoqD8jE9AscAoym71o66TKUCNoah7z
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwldOmqrD4iGNHM_k9M9AwqBD15I1BOYdbo


Foster Care and Student Success Resource Guide Webpage
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https://tea.texas.gov/foster-care-guide

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-resource-guide
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-resource-guide


How to search for Foster 
Care Points of Contacts 
in LEAs in AskTed

 Directions are on the 
Foster Care website

AskTED Search
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Searching_for_foster_care_liaison_information_in_AskTED.pdf


Foster Care Newsletter

 Foster Care Office Hours
 Foster Care Summit 2024 Highlights
 Mental and Behavioral Health Webinars
 Free Driver Education & License Exam for 

Youth in Foster Care
 Foster Care Liaison Recognition
 Upcoming Webinars

Send to: fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov

Released in October 2024
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Sign Up for Updates!
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11/7/2024

Questions

For any Foster Care questions, please email 
fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
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Please fill out this Survey.

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e2v8lbuLYSNEBCe
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