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The Context Around Developmental Delay Guidance

The Developmental Delay (DD) eligibility category [definition can be 
found at 19 TAC §89.1040(c)(13)] may begin to be used by an 
admission review and dismissal (ARD) committee as of the 2024- 
2025 school year. ARD committees may no longer use the eligibility 
category of  "Noncategorical Early Childhood" (NCEC) starting in the 
2025-2026 school year. 
 Any eligible child who begins the 2025-2026 school year already 

identified as NCEC may maintain this eligibility category, if 
determined appropriate by the child’s ARD committee, until the 
required re-evaluation before the age of six. 
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https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=T&app=9&p_dir=F&p_rloc=219844&p_tloc=19558&p_ploc=9991&pg=3&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=89&rl=1040#:%7E:text=%C2%A0(13)%20Developmental%20delay.


Why the change?

Reasons for the Change:
 Broader Support: The DD category supports a wider age range, allowing for 

continued support as children grow and develop.

 Flexibility: This category provides flexibility in identifying children with 
developmental delays without needing a specific disability label, which 
can be challenging to determine at an early age.

Consistency: Aligning with federal guidelines under IDEA, which allows 
states to define and apply the Developmental Delay category (CFR 34 
300.8(b))
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https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.8/b
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.8/b


Developmental Delay Quick Guide and FAQ

This quick guide outlines the criteria for 
identifying and determining eligibility for special 
education and related services for children with 
a developmental delay (DD). The frequently 
asked questions (FAQs) provide 
recommendations and best practices for 
identifying DD. The quick guide is a resource for 
teachers, special education personnel, 
administrators, and other professionals.
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What are the eligibility criteria for Developmental Delay (DD)?
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To use this eligibility category, multiple sources of data must converge to 
indicate the child has a DD as described by one of the following (A, B or C):
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How are the eligibility categories of NCEC and DD different?
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NCEC 

DD



Sample FAQ Questions 
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Sample FAQ Questions 
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Sample FAQ Questions 
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Sample FAQ Questions 
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Pending Guidance Coming This Year!
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Developmental 
Delay Training 
Webinar for 
Evaluators

We anticipate this webinar to be launched by May/June 2025.
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