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Welcome to the TEA Special 
Education Webinar

September 16, 2025 

The webinar begins promptly at 
2:00pm CT



New Resource: Connecting 
to Community Supports

Lindsey Krumrine
Special Populations Policy, Compliance, and Technical Assistance



House Bill 1188

 Passed during the 89th Texas legislative session
 Texas Education Code §29.030 was added to specify requirements for 

school systems to provide the parent or legal guardian of a student who 
has been identified as having an intellectual disability or a 
developmental delay with information about services and public benefits 
provided by the local intellectual and developmental disability authority 
(LIDDA) that serves the county in which the student resides, including 
services under waiver programs established under Section 1915(c), 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. Section 1396n(c)).
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New Resource

To share the required information at the 
first admission, review, and dismissal 
(ARD) committee meeting during which 
the individualized education program (IEP) 
is developed for a student with an 
intellectual disability or a developmental 
delay, each local educational agency 
(LEA) will use the Connecting to 
Community Supports resource to ensure 
that families are provided with information 
about their LIDDA. 
Before distributing this resource, add 
local contact information in the 
appropriate fields.
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Connecting to Community Supports: Page 1

Overview of LIDDA services
 Fillable field to enter school contact 

information. 
 To determine the appropriate LEA staff to assign, 

consider a role such as:
 Parent liaison
 Transition and Employment Designee (TED)
 Special education director or administrator
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Connecting to Community Supports: Page 2

Description of Medicaid waiver programs
 Links to each program
 Explanation of the “interest lists”
 Important tips for families
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Connecting to Community Supports: Page 3

 Steps for families to connect with their LIDDA
 Recommended questions to ask the LIDDA
 Fillable field to enter the LIDDA for the 

county in which the student lives. 
Use the link to the HHSC website to find the 

LIDDA for the county or counties that your 
LEA serves.
 Additional resources
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New Resource: Graduation and 
Special Education Frequently 

Asked Questions
Elizabeth Danner
Special Populations Policy, Compliance, and Technical Assistance



About the FAQ

 Published in July 2025
 Clarifies common questions related to 

the following topics:
 Rule Overview
 Curriculum and Assessment
 Dismissal or Revocation of Consent for 

Special Education Services
 Considerations for the Conditions Included in 

19 TAC §89.1070(b)(3)
 Commencement Ceremonies and Returning 

to Request Additional Services Beyond 
Graduation

 Summary of Performance and Evaluation
 TSDS PEIMS Coding Considerations
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1.2 When was the most recent revision 19 Texas 
Administrative Code (TAC) §89.1070? 

Amendments to this rule were adopted in November 2024. The adopted 
amendments clarified the requirements based on stakeholder feedback 
and removed obsolete language. Agency response to public comments for 
this rule package can be found on the Texas Register. While the revised 
rules applied to students in all cohort years, there was no requirement to 
update the individualized education program (IEP) for students who 
entered grade 9 prior to the 2024-25 school year. 
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1.3 What is the difference between subsections 19 TAC 
§89.1070(b)(1) and (b)(2)?

TAC §89.1070(b)(1) states that a student who receives special education services may 
graduate and be awarded a diploma if the student meets the same expectations for 
graduation as students without disabilities. 
Subsection (b)(2) clarifies that an ARD committee has determined that satisfactory 
performance, beyond what would otherwise be required in subsections (b)(1) and (d) of 
this section, on the required end-of-course assessment instruments is not required for 
graduation. 
Subsection (d) states that a student in Grade 11 or 12 who has failed to achieve 
satisfactory performance on no more than two state assessments would be eligible to 
graduate under the first condition described in 19 TAC §89.1070(b)(1). 
Note that a student’s ARD committee determines whether a student is required to 
achieve satisfactory performance on an end-of-course (EOC) assessment. As 
specified by 19 TAC §101.3022(f)(1), a student receiving special education services is 
not subject to the requirements for Individual Graduation Committee (IGC).
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2.1 What should the ARD committee consider when determining whether “the 
curriculum, as modified, is sufficiently rigorous” for a student to earn an endorsement?

While the interpretation of “sufficiently rigorous” curriculum is outside the scope of 
rulemaking and guidance, ARD committee members may find it helpful to consider the 
following questions when determining whether to award an endorsement for a student 
who received modified content in one or more courses: 
 In which content areas or courses did the student require modified curriculum? 
 What types of modifications were needed for the student to access the curriculum 

standards, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), for the course? For example, 
was the student able to make progress toward the student expectations in the TEKS 
for the course, or were the student’s academic goals aligned to prerequisite skills 
significantly below the TEKS for the course? 
 What other information is available about the student’s academic access, including 

their participation and progress in courses that satisfy the endorsement 
requirement?
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2.2 Can a student receiving special education services earn a 
distinguished level of achievement?

Yes. Effective beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, due to the 
passage and signing of House Bill (HB) 2 in the 89th (2025) Texas legislative 
session, Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.025(c-7) and (c-8) were 
amended to specify requirements for students receiving special education 
services to earn the distinguished level of achievement. The amended 
statute applies the same standard as for endorsements by requiring the 
student’s ARD committee to determine if the curriculum required for the 
distinguished level of achievement, if modified, is sufficiently rigorous as 
modified to earn the distinguished level of achievement and whether the 
student is required to achieve satisfactory performance on an EOC 
assessment to earn the distinguished level of achievement. 
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Updated Resource: 
Data Collection Guidance for 

Secondary Transition
Elizabeth Danner
Special Populations Policy, Compliance, and Technical Assistance



State Performance Plan Indicator (SPPI) 13

 Previously submitted through an 
application in TEA Login (TEAL). 
 For the 2025-2026 school year, 

SPPI 13 data will be reported 
through the Special Education 
Data System (SPEDS) Summer 
Submission in the Texas Student 
Data System (TSDS). 
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SPPI 13 Checklist

Data Element Reporting Requirements for the 
StudentSpecialEducationProgramAssociation Entity (DR15) 
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Data Collection Guidance

Guidance for each item on the SPPI 
13 checklist
Determining compliance when 

evaluating an IEP
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Guidance for Item 8
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Determining Compliance for Item 8
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Data Submission for SPPI 13

 Secondary 
Transition page on 
the TEA website
 https://tea.texas.gov/

academics/special-
student-
populations/special-
education/data-and-
reports/secondary-
transition
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Updated Resource: 
Texas Transition and 
Employment Guide

Elizabeth Danner
Special Populations Policy, Compliance, and Technical Assistance



About the Guide

 Required by Texas Education Code 
§29.0112
Designed for students enrolled in 

special education programs and 
their parents to provide information 
on statewide services and programs 
that assist in the transition to life 
outside the public school system.
 Available in multiple languages
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About the Updated Page

 Links to PDF for each translation
 LEA requirements
 Related resources:
Written information template
 Animated videos
 Advice for transition from 

graduates
 Transition and Employment 

Designee (TED)

24



LEA Requirements

25



Written Information About the Texas Transition and 
Employment Guide

 Provides an overview of secondary 
transition planning using excerpts 
from the Texas Transition and 
Employment Guide. 
 LEAs may use or adapt this resource 

to share written information about the 
guide with students and families, as 
required by Texas Education Code 
§29.0112(e)(2).

26



Inside the Guide

New chapters: 
 Transportation 
 Technology

Updated content: 
 Making Connections
 Taking Action

 Additional infographics: 
 What to know about your graduation options!
 How was your transition to adulthood?
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