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School of Origin 

  



“
“
The term “school of origin” means the school that a 
child or youth attended when permanently housed, 
or the school in which the child or youth was last 
enrolled, including a preschool, includes the 
designated receiving school at the next grade level 
for all feeder schools   [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(I)(i)]. 

McKinney-Vento Act

    



McKinney-Vento Liaison  

 Identify students experiencing homelessness in collaboration with school 
personnel and other organizations and agencies
 Ensure students experiencing homelessness are enrolled and provided equitable 

access to succeed in school
 Ensure students experiencing homelessness and families have access to 

educational services for which they are eligible
 Inform parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth of all transportation 

services available, including school of origin transportation
 Provide school personnel professional development and supports to ensure 

identification of student experiencing homelessness



McKinney Vento Identification Process

Enrollment SRQ Intake Process



Provisional School Enrollment

 Students experiencing homelessness cannot be identified for 
McKinney-Vento program services if they are not enrolled in school.  
 A parent or legal guardian who is enrolling the student has up to 30 

days from the date of enrollment to provide proof of the student’s 
identity. 
 Immediate provisional enrollment allows the student to be in school 

receiving services while the LEA continues to gather records and 
determine McKinney-Vento program eligibility and services.

Enroll Student Proceed with          
Record Request

Determine Eligibility  
for McKinney-Vento 



Provisional Enrollment with Incomplete School Records
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When a student moves from one Texas public school district or charter 
school to another, student records must be transferred using the Texas 
Records Exchange (TREx) system within 10 working days of receiving the 
request.
 Some examples of records that are included in this request are: 

Texas Unique ID Date of birth Current grade 
level

Social Security 
number

Immunization 
information



Students Experiencing Homelessness May Attend 

The school of origin which is 
the public school the student 
attended when permanently 

housed; or the school the 
student was last enrolled. 

The school of origin includes 
the designated receiving 

school at the next grade level 
for all feeder schools. 

The zoned public school in 
the attendance area where 

the student is residing. 

Any school district in Texas, 
campus to be selected by 

McKinney Vento Liaison and 
administration in 

collaboration with the family.

Upon enrollment and during the intake process, the McKinney-Vento Liaison will assist with campus determination



Sample Student Residency Questionnaire (SRQ)
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Best practice to determine 
McKinney-Vento eligibility

Available in a digital and 
paper format 

SRQ’s completed throughout 
the school year



Sample Intake Form – Page 1 
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Clarify responses on the SRQ

Document School of Origin

Identify all eligible students in the 
family 



Sample Intake Form – Page 2
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Review program services 

Document referrals and services 
provided

Document non-qualification criteria and 
intake notes



Review School of Origin Services

 During the intake process, McKinney-Vento 
Liaisons: 
 Inform parents, guardians, and 

unaccompanied youth of School of Origin 
services. 

 Document needs of transportation walking 
(net zone), white fleet, bus route. 

 Provide information on School of Origin 
transportation requests, timelines, and 
communication of arranged transport.



Pause to Process
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Comments? Questions?



School of Origin Transportation Services



“
“
Students experiencing homelessness are three times 
more likely than their housed peers to transfer 
schools in the middle of the year because their 
frequent moves result in the choice to either travel a 
long distance to stay in their original school or 
change to a closer one. 

-Institute for Children, Poverty & 
Homelessness, 2019



School Stability Challenges

 Navigating travel and transportation to one’s original school from a new starting point 
can be difficult, but changing schools involves losing supportive relationships with peers 
and teachers, adjusting to a new environment, new material requirements, and 
academic setbacks that could accompany educational discontinuity in addition to the 
difficulties of experiencing homelessness. 

 Changing schools can greatly impede students’ academic and social growth and 
predisposes many youth experiencing homelessness to significant academic challenges 
and the risk of dropping out of school. 

 Because of this, the McKinney-Vento Act requires LEAs to maintain the educational 
stability of students experiencing homelessness by allowing them to remain in their 
school of origin to the extent that it is feasible. 



School of Origin – Best Interest Determination 

 BEST INTEREST- In determining the best interest of the child or youth under 
subparagraph (A), the local educational agency (LEA) shall —

1. To the extent feasible, keep a homeless child or youth in the school of origin, except when 
doing so is contrary to the wishes of the child's or youth's parent or guardian;

2. Provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to appeal to the 
homeless child's or youth's parent or guardian, if the LEA sends such child or youth to a 
school other than the school of origin or a school requested by the parent or guardian; 
and

3. The McKinney Vento Liaison provide assistance to unaccompanied in consideration of 
their views for placement and enrollment under paragraph (1)( J)(ii). 



School of Origin – Best Interest Considerations 

Length of Anticipated Stay at 
Shelter, Hotel, etc.

Student Program Supports 
(e.g., Special Education, Gifted and Talented, etc.)

Age of Student
Travel Time to 

and from 
School of Origin

Time of the 
School Year

Personal Safety 
Issues



School of Origin – Request Process

 School of Origin transportation is requested by the parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth during the intake process 

 McKinney-Vento Liaison communicates School of Origin requests to the designated 
transportation contact

 Transportation route is set-up and busing information is provided to the parent, 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth by the designated LEA contact

 McKinney-Vento Liaison should follow-up with the parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth to confirm busing information and monitor transportation 
services



School of Origin – Transportation Letter

 Include student information
 Busing information
 “No Call” guidance
 McKinney-Vento and 

transportation program contact 
information



School of Origin Transportation – Request Process



School of Origin Transportation – Request Process 



School of Origin – LEA Requirements

 LEAs must transport students experiencing homelessness to and from their School of 
Origin, at a parent’s or guardian’s request, or at the McKinney-Vento Liaison’s request 
for unaccompanied homeless youth

 If the student resides outside of LEA boundaries, LEAs must agree on how to split 
the responsibility, cost of transportation, or share them equally

 Students experiencing homelessness can: 

 Stay in their School of Origin until the end of the school year even if they move 
into permanent housing

 Continue attending their school of origin for the duration of their homelessness 



TEA School Transportation Funding & Allotment Handbook



Pause to Process 
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Comments? Questions?



Systems to Support School of Origin 
and Transportation Services



Impact of School of Origin Transportation Services

McKinney-Vento Liaisons facilitate the School of Origin transportation 
process to ensure that students experiencing homelessness can maintain: 

Positive 
Academic 
Outcomes

Continuity 
of 

Educational 
Services

Consistent 
Attendance

School 
Stability



Collaboration McKinney Vento Liaison & Transportation Staff

Meet with transportation 
staff to plan and develop 

transportation processes and 
protocols

Follow LEA transportation 
policies for student safety

Establish a McKinney-Vento 
transportation point of 

contact

Establish a collaborative 
transportation monitoring 

process for McKinney-Vento 
students



McKinney-Vento: School of Origin Training Information

Provide annual training and resources to LEA personnel on McKinney-Vento:
 Enrollment, identification, and intake process
 School of Origin program services
 Process to request School of Origin transportation services
 Duration of School of Origin Services 
 McKinney-Vento Liaison referral process

Inform parents, guardians, unaccompanied youth, LEA and campus staff that 
students experiencing homelessness:
 School of Origin transportation eligible: end of the school year and even if they move 

into permanent housing
 School of origin eligible for the duration of their homelessness 
 School of Origin eligible if the become homeless over the summer break



Challenges and Barriers Related to School of Origin Transportation 

Attendance

High 
Mobility

Accessibility



School of Origin Services – Supporting Students Residing in Shelters

Establish a Designated  
Shelter  Contact

Provide McKinney-
Vento Training to 

Shelter Staff

Determine Safe Pick-
up and Drop-off 

Protocols

Establish 
Communication 

Process with Shelter 
Staff and Families



LEA Strategies to Support School of Origin Services

Develop LEA policies and procedures to support 
implementation of School of Origin transportation services

Partner with neighboring LEAs to coordinate out of district 
transportation services

Monitor transportation services regularly to ensure 
continuity of services

Provide busing information and any new student or family 
contact information to the appropriate campus and LEA 
contact



Implementing School of Origin Transportation Services

Develop LEA policies and 
procedures to support 

implementation of 
School of Origin 

transportation services

Establish a McKinney-
Vento transportation 

point of contact to 
support the development 

of transportation 
processes and protocols

Collaborate with shelter, 
hotel/motel, transitional 
housing staff to develop 

transportation safety 
protocols

Include School of Origin 
program services and 

procedures in you annual 
McKinney-Vento 

trainings

School of Origin Considerations



Key Actions for Success

• Determine and document School of Origin and services provide during the intake 
process 

• Provide parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth information about School 
of Origin services

Assessing School of 
Origin

• Develop an intake process to assess and document School of Origin transportation 
services upon enrollment and during the school year

• Provide parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth a process to communicate 
any changes or adjustments needed to their transportation services

School of Origin 
Transportation Request 

Process

• Develop LEA policies and procedures to support implementation of School of 
Origin transportation services

• Establish a McKinney-Vento transportation point of contact to support the 
development of transportation processes and protocols

Implementation of 
School of Origin 

Transportation Services



Pause to Process  

Comments? Questions?



General Reminders



23-24 Data: TEHCY Infographic for 2024 SY



TEHCY Discipline Toolkit

 Comprehensive overview of how to support and 
respond to students experiencing homelessness 
related to discipline. 

 Includes practices, procedures, and tools that LEAs 
will be able to use to strengthen services and 
supports to students experiencing homelessness.

 Serves as both an orientation manual and a ready 
reference resource for new and experienced LEA 
leaders.

 Released: October 23, 2024



Discipline Toolkit Resource p. 13



Discipline Toolkit Resource cont. 



TEHCY Discipline Webinar Recording

 Training was held on November 7, 
2024, from 11:00 – 12:00 PM CT

High-level overview & walk-through 
of the new Discipline Toolkit

 1415 registered 
attendees



TEHCY Web Portal



Resource Library: MV and Transportation



Regional McKinney-Vento Liaison Contacts
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ESC 1
Tana Armitage
tarmitage@esc1.net

ESC 2
Veronica Benavidas-

Gonzales
veronica.benavides-gonzales@esc2.us

ESC 3
Rosanne Wagner 

rwagner@esc3.net

ESC 4
LaShonda Evans 

Lashonda.evans@esc4.net

ESC 5
Brenda Thompson 

brendat@esc5.net

ESC 6
Albert H. Archuleta 

aarchuleta@esc6.net

ESC 7
Leslie Dowdle
ldowdle@esc7.net

ESC 8
Marilu Calixto 
mcalixto@reg8.net

ESC 9
Taniqua Blakely 

taniqua.blakely@esc9.net

ESC 10
Anne Caldwell

anne.caldwell@region10.org

mailto:jviacobo@esc1.net
mailto:valarie.buhidar@esc2.us
mailto:rwagner@esc3.net
mailto:Lashonda.evans@esc4.net
mailto:brendat@esc5.net
mailto:aarchuleta@esc6.net
mailto:ldowdle@esc7.net
mailto:mcalixto@reg8.net
mailto:lacy.murphey@esc9.net%C2%A0
mailto:jesus.navarrete@region10.org


Regional McKinney-Vento Liaison Contacts 
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ESC 11
Lesley Cathey 
lcathey@esc11.net

ESC 12
Tonya Ramos
Tramos@esc12.net

ESC 13
Cheryl Myers 

cheryl.myers@esc13.txed.net

ESC 14
Tina Haywood 
thaywood@esc14.net

ESC 15
Ella Nichols

ella.nichols@esc15.net

ESC 16
Chris Nies

chris.nies@esc16.net

ESC 17
Scotta Knight
sknight@esc17.net  

ESC 18
Angie Balderrama

abalderrama@esc18.net

ESC 19
Manuel Aldaco 
mdaldaco@esc19.net

ESC 20
Dr. Cynthia Hernandez
Cynthia.Hernandez@esc20.net

mailto:lcathey@esc11.net
mailto:Tramos@esc12.net
mailto:cheryl.myers@esc13.txed.net
mailto:thaywood@esc14.net
mailto:ella.nichols@esc15.net
mailto:miriam.lynch@esc16.net
mailto:sknight@esc17.net
mailto:paul.hidalgo@esc18.net
mailto:mdaldaco@esc19.net
mailto:Karina.gonzalez@esc20.net%C2%A0


McKinney-Vento 401
March 13, 2025

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM CT
Registration

TEHCY Talks
February 6, 2025
10:30 – 11:15 AM CT

Registration

TEHCY Talks
April 10, 2025

10:30 – 11:15 AM CT
Registration

TEHCY Talks 

May 15, 2025
10:30 – 11:15 AM CT

Registration

TEHCY Upcoming Trainings and TEHCY Talks

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EylSYkUuT16_45pFO-zR9w
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwsc-GtqDgvHtDQon8qK1n3_zQ8LABFdmB4
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqcO6trT4oH9baMjvHhVay0zfyxrVetTqQ
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwtduGhrjoiHNEr7pjBT9siyV2a07Yp7q4p


2024-25 HMAR Webinars

49

HMAR Quarterly Webinar #3
Thursday, February 13, 2025

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Registration Link

HMAR Quarterly Webinar #4
Thursday, May 1, 2025

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

Registration Link

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwodOChqDsqHN2cST4pqM8IWNI4DhunjG1O
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsceGtqTMsH9B3j22bOITz7aLdF8kMsmt0


Sign Up for Updates!
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Dedicated Q & A



Thank you for attending!

Please take a couple of minutes to 
complete the survey below. Your input 
and feedback are valuable to support 
the improvement of M-V trainings.

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b9Rk2jitrtlnOyq

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b9Rk2jitrtlnOyq
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