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G/T Tuesday
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Question/Answer

District Share Outs and Happenings
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Wellness Check
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State Definition 

“…gifted and talented students” means a child or youth who performs at 
or shows the potential for performing at a remarkably high level of 
accomplishment when compared to others of the same age, experience, 
or environment and who:
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Exhibits high 
performance capability 

in an intellectual, 
creative, or artistic area

Possesses an unusual 
capacity for leadership

Excels in a specific 
academic field

OR OR
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State Goal for Gifted/Talented

Students who participate in services designed for gifted/talented students 
will demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking, research and 
communication as evidenced by the development of innovative 
products and performances that reflect individuality and creativity and 
are advanced in relation to students of similar age, experience, or 
environment.  

High school graduates who have participated in services for gifted/talented 
students will have produced products and performances of professional 
quality as part of their program services.
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Texas Association for the Gifted/Talented

Paulina van Eeden Hill, CAE | Executive Director
512.499.8248 | paulina@txgifted.org | txgifted.org
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tel:(512)%20499-8248
mailto:paulina@txgifted.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.txgifted.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CMonica.Brewer%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce8b2516caedc4e53979608d98202e0e8%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C1%7C637683771176736610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=U8Yo6WN7%2BehNo0Vlq8JEpwyTHLi4OmaTZSKnySFEp2E%3D&reserved=0


Program Options in Texas

Copyright © Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.
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Acceleration

 Acceleration is an academic intervention that matches the 
level, complexity, and pace of the curriculum with the 
readiness and motivation of the student. It involves mastering 
knowledge and skills at a rate faster or at an age earlier than 
the norm.
From A Nation Deceived—Colangelo, N., Assouline, S., & Gross, 

M.
U. M. (2004). A nation deceived: How schools hold back 

America’s brightest students (Vol. 1). Iowa City: University of 
Iowa, Connie Belin & Jacqueline N. Blank International Center 
for Gifted Education and Talent Development

As defined in The Texas State Plan for the Education of 
Gifted/Talented Students 
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Acceleration Standards – Service Design
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3.1 Identified gifted/talented students are assured an array of learning opportunities that are 
commensurate with their abilities and that emphasize content in the four (4) foundation curricular 
areas. Services are available during the school day as well as the entire school year. Parents are 
informed of these options (19 TAC §89.3(3)).

3.8 Acceleration and flexible pacing are employed, allowing students to learn at the pace and level 
appropriate for their abilities and skills, and are actively facilitated by district administrators, 
counselors, and teachers.

3.9 Local board policies are developed that enable students to participate in dual/concurrent 
enrollment, distance learning opportunities, and accelerated summer programs if available.



Acceleration Standards – Curriculum & Instruction
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4.1 An array of appropriately challenging learning experiences in each of the four (4) foundation curricular areas is 
provided for gifted/talented students in grades K–12, and parents are informed of the opportunities (19 TAC §89.3).

4.2 Opportunities are provided for students to pursue areas of interest in selected disciplines through guided and 
independent research.

4.3 A continuum of learning experiences is provided that leads to the development of advanced-level products and/or 
performances such as those provided through the Texas Performance Standards Project (TPSP) (19TAC §89.3(4)).

4.5 Opportunities are provided to accelerate in areas of student strengths (19 TAC §89.3(4)).

4.6 Flexible pacing is employed, allowing students to learn at the pace and level appropriate to their abilities and skills.

4.7 Scheduling modifications are implemented in order to meet the identified needs of individual students.

4.9 Educators adapt and/or modify the core or standard curriculum to meet the needs of gifted/talented students and 
those with exceptionalities such as twice- exceptional, highly gifted, and emergent bilingual.



Acceleration Guidance 
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Acceleration is a recommended service option for gifted students. Especially highly gifted students can 
exhibit extremes in asynchronous development. Single-subject acceleration helps districts address the 
“appropriately challenging” requirement (State Plan 3.3,4.9 and State Plan Glossary).

Districts must provide “opportunities to accelerate in areas of strength” for GT-identified students in 
grades K-12 (19 TAC §89.3(4); (State Plan 4.5)).  The process of identifying “strengths” for purposes of 19 
TAC §89.3(4) and determination of eligibility for these acceleration opportunities are left to local districts 
to decide.  Acceleration should allow students to move ahead in the curriculum without requiring them 
to repeat content the following year (see State Plan Glossary for Acceleration definition).

Posted on the Guidance for Interpreting the Expectations of the State Plan under Curriculum and 
Instruction

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/gifted-and-talented-education/guidance-for-interpreting-the-expectations-of-the-texas-state-plan-for-the-education-of-gifted/talented-students


Acceleration Guidance 2
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Credit by Examination:  Districts must also permit acceleration through the Credit by Examination process for 
all students, regardless of GT identification (19 TAC §74.24).  The process and criteria for qualifying for full-
grade acceleration in grades K-5 and both single-subject and full-grade acceleration in grades 6-12 are 
specified in the statute.  Section 74.24 does not prohibit additional acceleration placements made according 
to 19 TAC §89.3(4), and §74.24(5) specifically provides flexibility in acceleration assessment and placement.

Subject acceleration for GT students in grades K-5:  Because 19 TAC §89.3(4) is separate from the Credit 
by Examination statute, specifically applies to GT-identified services, and specifies acceleration in “areas 
of strength,” districts should develop a process for identifying GT students as candidates for single-
subject acceleration in grades K-5 and facilitating acceleration in “areas of strength,” per statute.

Posted on the Guidance for Interpreting the Expectations of the State Plan under Curriculum and 
Instruction

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/gifted-and-talented-education/guidance-for-interpreting-the-expectations-of-the-texas-state-plan-for-the-education-of-gifted/talented-students


20 Types of Acceleration

Early admission to 
kindergarten

Early admission to first 
grade

Grade-skipping (or 
whole-grade 
acceleration)

Continuous progress Self-paced instruction

Subject-matter 
acceleration/partial 

acceleration (Or content-
based acceleration)

Combined classes Curriculum compacting Telescoping curriculum Mentoring

Extracurricular programs Distance learning or 
online learning courses

Concurrent/Dual 
enrollment Advanced Placement International 

Baccalaureate program

Accelerated/honors high 
school or residential 

high school on a college 
campus

Credit by examination
Early entrance into 
middle school, high 
school, or college

Acceleration in college Early graduation from 
high school or college
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Acceleration Discussion

Pros Cons

Challenges Successes
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Record Retention: G/T Student Records

Record 
Number

Record Title Record Description Retention 
Period

Remarks

SD3250-16 STUDENT RECORDS Records of each student referred 
to or receiving services in a 
gifted/talented program, 
including nomination and 
observation documentation, 
testing results, parental consents, 
committee reports and 
recommendations, and other 
records of services required 
under state regulation or 
pertinent to the identification of 
students for participation in 
gifted/talented programs.  

Cessation of 
services + 5 
years.
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TPSP New Videos

Copyright TEA, 2022. All rights reserved.

https://www.texaspsp.org/highschool#sample-projects
https://www.texaspsp.org/middleschool#sample-projects
https://www.texaspsp.org/intermediate#sample-projects
https://www.texaspsp.org/primary#sample-projects


Lone Star Leadership Academy
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Call for Outstanding Student Nominations - Lone Star Leader Award

Nominate students online at: http://educationinaction.org/nominate-leaders.

Fall Nomination Deadline: November 1, 2024.

For more information, visit http://www.educationinaction.org/LSLA, call 817-562-4957, 
x3, or email abarnes@educationinaction.org.

http://educationinaction.org/nominate-leaders
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZWR1Y2F0aW9uaW5hY3Rpb24ub3JnL0xTTEEiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwOTAzLjk5ODk1ODUxIn0.qW1j3DwcdYKVaKn-W_oxqolnupaJVqzSEzZpkXWMMfg%2Fs%2F451312836%2Fbr%2F248473913300-l&data=05%7C02%7Cmonica.brewer%40tea.texas.gov%7C4288ab03ca1546ea2f7108dccc58fed3%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638609932065471666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9%2BQeaoPEBuQazN0D9dsa%2F0%2FAMQv9uKtYetOrGne8yBA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:abarnes@educationinaction.org


Question and Answer
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My question 
is…

What if?

Have you 
thought about?

Could we?



Shout Outs and Happenings
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OSPM Special Education External Satisfaction Survey

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.co1.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_eRI8V8xtxwysmjk&data=05%7C01%7CMonica.Brewer%40tea.texas.gov%7Cc2986af79a804e78f46a08db21b023fd%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638140812625074272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=npd7rOjLFtR4oggBWVROE%2BI93SYT6PAS7%2FgvS6Z8hwQ%3D&reserved=0


Web Resources

Copyright TEA, 2021. All rights reserved.

Texas G/T Program 
Implementation Resource

The Texas Performance 
Standards Project Equity in G/T Education

Gifted/Talented 
Teacher Toolkit I

Gifted/Talented 
Teacher Toolkit II

http://www.texasgtresource.org/
http://www.texasgtresource.org/
http://www.texaspsp.org/
http://www.texaspsp.org/
http://www.gtequity.org/
http://www.texaspsp.org/toolkit/GT_Teacher_Toolkit.html
http://www.texaspsp.org/toolkit/GT_Teacher_Toolkit.html
http://www.texaspsp.org/toolkit2/Toolkit2.html
http://www.texaspsp.org/toolkit2/Toolkit2.html


Gifted Talented Education Resources Update
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/gifted-and-talented-
education/gifted-talented-education-resources
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How to get announcements

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new 
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new


Contact Information

Monica Brewer, M.S.E.

Monica.brewer@tea.texas.gov

GTED@tea.texas.gov

512-475-0626
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mailto:Monica.brewer@tea.texas.gov


Thank you
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