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Webinar Objectives and Agenda

To support students in foster care by sharing updates,
resources, and guidance, encouraging collaboration among
school systems (e.g., districts and charter schools) and
community partners, and gathering input to inform ongoing
Improvements.

Agenda

= Welcome & Introductions

= Who are students in Foster Care?
= TSDS PEIMS Guidance

= Key Reminders & Updates

= Technical Assistance Opportunities
= Resources & Upcoming Trainings




Foster Care and At-Risk Program Support
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Technical Support and Engagement

The chat feature is turned on so the audience can provide input and receive live
links throughout the presentation.

PDF & video recording of today’s presentation will be posted to the HMAR
website.

a We are unable to make the power point available in advance. Thank you for your
understanding.
ap

To obtain your Continuing Professional Education (CPEs) certificate, attendees
must (1) participate live AND (2) complete the end-of-webinar feedback survey.


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-student-populations-division-webinars-and-trainings
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-student-populations-division-webinars-and-trainings

Foster Care
Overview
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Students in Foster Care

= Foster care —refers to children & youth who
are in custody of the State of Texas due to
abuse/neglect, regardless of their living
arrangements.

= A court grants legal custody of the student to
Department of Family and Protective Services
(DFPS) if it is determined the student cannot
safely remain with a parent or legal guardian.

= DFPS secures a relative, foster home, or other
setting to ensure the student’s safety and well-
being.




DFPS (Department of Family & Protective Services)

= Conservatorship: used in the Texas " Two terms used to define
Education Code and by DFPS ~ whether a child is in a short
to describe the status of a child whois . long-term

Ecl)aucridolrr;é)rFPS legal custody by a conservatorship:

= Temporary Managing
Conservatorship (TMC)

= Permanent Managing
Conservatorship (PMC)




Foster Care Placements

DFPS may place the child in several different types of

lving arrangements: ﬁ
= Relative/kinship caregiver or (close family friend) ‘
= Foster family homes )
. . ‘~1‘_ _,," '-JLE.:
" Residential treatment centers and emergency
shelters ‘Tl
= Facilities overseen by another state agency B )

= Adoptive family ,. g :
= Supervised independent living (SIL) arrangement w
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Considerations

Highly mobile children may lose 4 to 6 months of emotional, academic growth and educational progress
for each school move.

When students in foster care change schools, despite the protections in place, they may lose course

credits, repeat courses they have already taken, be placed in inappropriate classes or grade levels, or
not be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities.

Students are highly resilient and adaptable.

Educators have a significant opportunity to play an impactful role in a student’s life in education and
post-secondary trajectory.
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Foster Care Data: Enrollment & Moves TEA.

Texas Education Agency

Students in Foster Care in Texas Data

PEIMS vs DFPS

Number of Schools Students Attended
During the 2023-2024 School Year

Over a third of all foster care students attended two
or more schools in one school year, compared to
less than 5% of all students in Texas.

Attended 1 School 95.7%
ﬁﬁ_ 64.8%
H

Attended 2 Schools I 4.0%
Az =A: B 22.5%

2022 2023 2024

B All Students B Students in Foster Care

Data Source: DFPS Impact System and 2024 Summer PEIMS Data

Data Source: 2024 Summer PEIMS Data



TSDS PEIMS Coding Guidance — Foster Care

Table Identification Name Date Issued Date Updated
C196 FosterCareType 08/01/2013 09/01/2023
Descriptor Short Description Long Description
1 Student |s Current Conservator of DEPS ggﬁiltsls currently in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective

PK Student Previously In Conservator of DFPS Prekindergarten Student Was Previously In The Conservatorship Of The Department

2 ; Of Family And Protective Services Following An Adversary Hearing Held As Provided
PEVE Ty tiCa By Section 262.201, Family Code.
3 PK student prior foster care in another state, now  Prekindergarten Student |s Or Ever Has Been In Foster Care In Another State Or

resides in Texas Temitory, If The Child Resides In This State (Texas). TEC 29.153(B)

" Improve coding (identification) of students in FC through accurate
documentation.

= Ensure Campus Administrators, PEIMS Coordinators, FC Liaisons, Registrars,
School Counselors, and other personnel who develop and support the
enrollment processes are trained & informed.



Defining Foster Care for TSDS PEIMS C196

DEFINING “FOSTER CARE"” FOR TSDS PEIMS (C196):

The general term “foster care” for education purposes includes all students in the managing
conservatorship (legal custody) of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS).

¢ This includes students placed by DFPS with a Kinship caregiver, when the child remains in the legal
custody of Texas DFPS.!

¢ Students who were in or are currently in another state’s foster care system, residing in Texas, are
considered in “foster care” (For Pre-K purposes only) TEC 829.153(6)(B).

¢ The Texas Legislature granted TEA permission to collect the “foster care” status of students in Texas
DFPS Managing Conservatorship, therefore students from another state’s foster care system, unless
for pre-k purposes, and students who are identified as Unaccompanied Refugee Minors (URM) living in
Texas may be considered “foster care” should not be coded for the purposes of TSDS PEIMS.

15



Foster Care PEIMS (C196) - Codes #1 and #2

(1) A child (of appropriate age) is eligible if they are currently in DFPS
conservatorship.

(2) Even if the child has subsequently been adopted or for whatever reason
is no longer in DFPS care, the child is still eligible if the age criteria are met.

Therefore, any verification letter establishing that the child was ever in
DFPS conservatorship remains valid until the child ages out of Pre-K.

Please email the DFPS Pre-K verification mailbox: prekverificationltrs@dfps.texas.gov.




Foster Care PEIMS (C196) — Code #3 TEA

Texas Education Agency

TEC §29.153(6)(B) allows free pre-kindergarten eligibility to children
who are or have been in foster care in another state or territory and
reside in Texas.

Acceptable documentation to support this requirement may include:

e Official paperwork from state or county welfare system.
e Foster care documents stating closure of a case

e Redacted court order documents

e Adoption paperwork completed by the originating state




Unaccompanied Refugee Minor (URM)

Federal foster care is NOT Texas foster care (for PEIMS purposes)

Students in these circumstances are NOT in Texas DFPS managing conservatorship.

Not eligible for the higher education tuition and fees waiver
Not coded as foster care for PEIMS purposes. or other state-specific benefits for students in Texas DFPS
managing conservatorship.

The Administration for Children & Families, Office of Refugee Resettlement, places unaccompanied child

refugees in Texas in foster homes administered by the federal government.

And ARE eligible for Education and
Training Voucher benefits and ESSA-
related school stability provisions.

This is sometimes referred to as They ARE eligible for USDA nutrition
“federal foster care.” benefits as a child in foster care,




TSDS PEIMS Coding Guidance Resource /1

Texas Education Agency

TEA Foster Care October 2024 . TEA Foster Care
TSDS PEIMS Coding and TO St re a m I | n e TSDS PEIMS Coding and

Supplemental Guidance Supplemental Guidance

I I | .f
To streamline enrollment and clarify expectations regarding the T5DS PEIMS indicator code, identifying e n rO I I e n t a n d C I a r I y

students in foster care and acceptable documentation TEA developed the guidance below. Please ensure

ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION (CONTINUED):

L] L]
that Campus Administrators, TSDS PEIMS Coordinators, Foster Care Liaisons, Registrars, School Counselors, 7| DFPS Kinship Caregiver Agreement - 0695
and other personnel who develop and support the enrollment processes are informed. eX p e C a I O n S re ga r I n g ; .

] Court-Order naming Texas DFPS as the Temporary Managing Conservator (TMC) or Permanent

DEFINING “FOSTER CARE” FOR TSDS PEIMS (C196): T S S S Managing Conservator (PMO)
: = t h e D P E I IVI I Pre-k purposes only? - DFPS issued letter & other states official paperwork
The general term “foster care” for education purposes incudes all students in the managing ; ‘e chil ; ;

(Acceptable documentation from another state’s child welfare system, including official paperwork from
conservatorship (legal custody) of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS). state or county child welfare system; Foster Care documents stating closure of a case; Redacted court order

L] L]
+ This includes students placed by DFPS with a Kinship caregiver, when the child remains in the legal I n d I C a to r C O d e . documents; adoption paperwork completed by the originating state.)
custody of Texas DFPS. .
+ Students who were in or are currently in another state’s foster care system, residing in Texas, are EXAMPLES OF NON-ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION:
considered in “foster care” (For Pre-K purposes only) TEC 529.153(6)(B].

Pl Authorization forms from Child Pl jes
+ The Texas Legislature granted TEA permission to collect the "foster care” status of students in Texas # Flacement Aut .orlzau(?n ms ) DI:” ' acing Agencie
DFPS Managing Conservatorship, therefore students from another state's foster care system, unless O S e r a r e ¢ Letters from Child Placing Agencies

for pre-k purposes, and students who are identified as Unaccompanied Refugee Minors (URM) living in + Memorandums and Letters on DFPS letterhead (unless for pre-k verification)™

Texas may be considered “foster care” should not be coded for the purposes of TSDS PEIMS. °
u I d a n C e + Documents from another state's child welfare system
+ Authorization Agreement for Nonparent Relative or Voluntary Caregiver - The State of Texas™

ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION FOR TSDS PEIMS: + Agreement for a Parental Child Safety Placement - DFPS 2298

Schoals may accept any official Texas Department of Family and Protective Services form, listed below, * ggge and Community-based Services (HCS), Department of Aging and Disability Services - Form
that designate that a student is in Texas DFPS Managing Conservatorship. A school may also accepta
copy of the court order for this purpose. + Documentation that a student is in conservatorship under another party other than Texas DFPS (e.g.

L1 Al forms in the 2085 series: Unaccomparied Refugee Minors)™
+ Foster Care/Residential Care - 2085 FC 2085
+ Kinship or Other Non-Foster Caregiver - 2085 KO
# Verified Kinship Foster Caregiver - 2085 KF
+ Legal Risk- 2085 LR

+ Home and Community-based Services (HCS) - 2085 HCS ;‘Illsgusr;nﬂse-’

# Court/and or Legal paperwork stating another party outside of Texas DFPS is legally authorized

representative or the custodial parent’

* Students with this documentation are likely in DFP5 managing conservatorship and will also have a 2085,

** Students with this documentation may or may not be in DFPS managing conservatorship. Students who
are in DFPS conservatorship will also have a 2085.

*** Student’s with this docurmentation are not in Texas DFPS managing conservatorship.

+ Supervised Independent Living - 2085 5IL

Please remember that the “foster care” status of students is highly confidential.
Foster care status and related information should be handled with the utmost
sensitivity and in accordance with all FERPA guidelines. All foster care related
documents should be stored under lock and key with other privacy protected records.
Providing training for registrars, counselors, and school staff on confidentiality and
sensitivity when enrolling students in foster care is highly recommended.

+ Designation of Education Decision-Maker - 2085 E°
# Designation of Medical Consenter - 2085 B

a longstanding and significant relationsh |: with a cr‘ Ic in DFP; €0
information about “foster care” and othe I”aa stucent may ive in nI'IDE 4142 of the Eo

storship or with the child’s family. For more
are & Student Sycgess Resource Guide.

*If a student is eli kindergarten becsuse the
&and Protective Services following an adversary hearing h
child will b2 mailed a verification letter of prekindergarte
enrcll these children in free prek Tgarten. For assistance
area for assistance or for a description of other forms of proef of eligibility. Additional information is provided on pg. 7
Care & 51 ccess Rezource Guide

? All students in DFPS Managing Conservatorship are required to present an Education Decision-Maker 2085 (E-2085) form at enrcliment in
acoordance with Family Code 5263.004. If a student does not form at enroliment. please reque: st it. I" includes the contact
infermation for the education decision-maker and caseworker. in accordance with TEC §25.007 and T 2.16817 sre reguired to
netify the education decizion-maker and cazeworker regarding any event that may significantly impact the ecucet' f a child. It is critical
that schools receive form and store it with other privacy-protected records. The Eoster Care & Student Sucges: ource Guide contains
additional information in Ci r 9 regarding education decision-making and whe to contact for what purpose(sl



https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Foster_Care_PEIMS_guidance.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Foster_Care_PEIMS_guidance.pdf

Foster Care & TSDS PEIMS Scenarios

If a student leaves foster care
within the school year, do they
remain coded for the remainder

of the year?

If a student remains in FC, does
the FC Indicator carry over from
year-to-year?

Yes. When a student
received the FC TSDS
PEIMS Indicator code, the
student remains coded

No. The FC Indicator code
does not carry over from
year to year.

the full school year &
summer months even if
the student leaves foster
care within the school
year.

The student must re-
identify in TSDS PEIMS at
the beginning of the
school year.

FC Guide p. 81



Acceptable Documentation for TSDS PEIMS TELS.

Texas Education Agency

ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION FOR TSDS PEIMS:

Schools may accept any official Texas Department of Family and Protective Services form, listed below,
that designate that a student is in Texas DFPS Managing Conservatorship. A school may also accept a
copy of the court order for this purpose.

All forms in the 2085 series:

¢ Foster Care/Residential Care - 2085 FC 2085

¢ Kinship or Other Non-Foster Caregiver - 2085 KO

# Verified Kinship Foster Caregiver - 2085 KF

¢ Legal Risk - 2085 LR

¢ Home and Community-based Services (HCS) - 2085 HCS gllllsgosrg:ise-s

# Supervised Independent Living - 2085 SIL

¢ Designation of Education Decision-Maker - 2085 E2

¢ Designation of Medical Consenter - 2085 B

DFPS Kinship Caregiver Agreement - 0695

Court-Order naming Texas DFPS as the Temporary Managing Conservator (TMC) or Permanent
Managing Conservator (PMC).

Pre-k purposes only® - DFPS issued letter & other states official paperwork
(Acceptable documentation from another state’s child welfare system, including official paperwork from
state or county child welfare system; Foster Care documents stating closure of a case; Redacted court order
documents; adoption paperwork completed by the originating state.)




Examples of Non-Acceptable Documentation TELS.

Texas Education Agency

EXAMPLES OF NON-ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENTATION:

¢ Placement Authorization forms from Child Placing Agencies”

# Letters from Child Placing Agencies”

¢ Memorandums and Letters on DFPS letterhead (unless for pre-k verification)™

¢ Documents from another state’s child welfare system

¢ Authorization Agreement for Nonparent Relative or Voluntary Caregiver - The State of Texas™
¢ Agreement for a Parental Child Safety Placement - DFPS 2298

¢ Home and Community-based Services (HCS), Department of Aging and Disability Services - Form
8665™

¢ Documentation that a student is in conservatorship under another party other than Texas DFPS (e.g.
Unaccompanied Refugee Minors)™

¢ Court/and or Legal paperwork stating another party outside of Texas DFPS is legally authorized
representative or the custodial parent™

Please remember that the “foster care” status of students is highly confidential.
Foster care status and related information should be handled with the utmost
sensitivity and in accordance with all FERPA guidelines. All foster care related
documents should be stored under lock and key with other privacy protected records.
Providing training for registrars, counselors, and school staff on confidentiality and
sensitivity when enrolling students in foster care is highly recommended.
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AskTED (Texas Education Directory)

All School Systems must designate a Foster Care Liaison to
carry out the duties listed in the ESSA.

School systems must ensure their designated

Liaison’s contact information in AskTED is
ﬂup to date throughout the school year.
/\

Districts submit their liaison Charter schools submit
information to TEA through the their liaison information using
district’s AskTED administrator. the All-In-One Update Form



https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E

AskTED Navigation & L

ocating School System

Liaisons

TEA.

Texas Education Agency

T »
Highly Mobile and At-Risk (HMAR) Programs | TEA’s ASKkTED Database System EA
Te

o
Education Agency

Quick District Reports and Administrative
Home ‘ Search by e e Search RESCs Help
School
Welc i
District
County
Use th above in order to access the Texas Education Directory Customized Reports and Data |
Count Region ]
Texas
ASKTEUTS UBaaTea aamv- Information downloads should be made as close as possible to the time the information

For further assistance, users may find the resource useful: AskTED Quick Reference Guide.

Searching Directory for Liaisons

Below are instructions with pictures to view and download liaison contact information from TEA’s
AskTED database.

1. Go to AskTED Webpage.
2. Select “Search by’ and choose how you would like to sort the list:

A. School = Enter School name or School number

B. District - Enter District name or District number
C. County = Enter County name or County number
D. Region - Select Region from drawdown list
E. Texas
Home Search by Ruikoeti | hrakan e cinescs || emiates Help
School
Ditnct
Use th S above in order to access the Texas Education Directory Customized Reports and Data |
County Region L
Texas
ASKTEL S TDTaTE 0Ty~ Information dowin/oads shauld be mads as close as possible to the time the information

3. For each of the above guidance from Step 2 (i.e., A-E), you will then need to select:
a. Information Type: Select “Personnel”
b. Check boxes: Select “Include Other District Roles”
c. Then select the role you are searching for: “Homeless Liaison” or “Foster Care Liaison”
from the drawdown menu.

Information Type: O organization @ personnel

Include School a]
Principal(s):

Include District

Superintendent(s):

Include Other ] Select

District Roles: & Roles: DYSLEXIA DESIGNEE
E554/FEDERAL PROGRAMS
FOSTER CARE LIAISON
HOMELESS LIAISON
HUMAN RESOURCES
PEIMS COORDINATOR
POLICE CHIEF/HEAD OF SECURITY

A3
Highly Mobile and At-Risk (HMAR) Programs | TEA’s AskTED Database System TEA

Texas Education Agency

Introduction

AskTED is an online directory of Texas school information, including charter x- '_‘
schools. The directory is primarily used by people seeking contact information 7} ’-‘
for schools, districts, and education service centers. AskTED is a real-time < ]
database that is updated regularly by Texas LEAs. Texas Educalion Directory
To that end, Texas School Districts and Open-Enrollment Charter Schools are required to have both
Homeless and Foster Care Liaisons as individual designated roles for all LEAs. The information must be
maintained and stored in AskTED. It is important for LEAs to keep this information regularly updated, so
that McKinney-Vento and Foster Care Liaison information is publicly available, and these points of
contacts are available to support students and remove barriers related to school transitions and
mobility.

Submitting or Updating Liaison Information

Each LEA needs to ensure the contact information for their designated liaison is current and up to date
throughout the school year. When information needs to be updated (e.g., change of designated staff,
phone number, or email address), these changes need to be submitted to the AskTED database.

e For school districts, changes and/or submissions will be completed to TEA through each school
district’s AskTED administrator.

e For charter schools, AskTED updates are to be emailed directly to the Charter School Division at
TEAat CharterSchools@tea.state.tx.us. More information can be found here for Charter Schools.

Steps to Search for Liaison Information

There are two (2) ways to access AskTED.
1. Go to TEA Webpage > Select AskTED from Popular Applications in the dark blue menu at the
top.

Popular Applications AskTED  ECOS for Educators  Grant Opportus

2. Navigate directly to AskTED Webpage.

When on AskTED homepage, users can use the drop-down menus at the top of the page to access the
Texas Education Directory Customized Reports and Data Files. Under the ‘Search by’ menu, you will find
searches for School, District, County, Region, and Texas.

Select “Search” at the bottom of the page.

A
Highly Mobile and At-Risk (HMAR) Programs | TEA’s AskTED Database System TEH

o
Texas Education Agency

To download the list (or desired information), click on the “Select All” purple button (or portion
of information that you would like), then select “View Details”.

Search Resuits

1294 records fot

Sorted by Ascendiy

r more Personrel to Display

ling Number

Check to Include  RoleA ast Name First Name

PrtmiRaglts
G

) | T | |

Numberd District Name

6. Choose “Download File” to export the information into Excel {.csv file)

Vit et s




Reminders for Foster Care Liaisons

Understand district &
Are Liaison Contact campus procedures for
Information updated in Foster Care
AskTED regularly? |dentification &
Enrollment

Consider the frequency
of Foster Care Trainings
during the year

Maintain district foster
care data

Ensure proper
documentation is
obtained for PEIMS code
identification

Collaborate with DFPS
caseworkers and
caregivers




»

®
Texas Education Agency

A

Texas Educstion Agency

Tenas Education Agency

7

ducation Agency

Student Welcome Packet
Requirements and Best Practices

TAC & 89.1605(a)(1)

Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) mu:
homeless or in foster care within the

Texas Education Agency

Nutrition Benefits

TAC § 89.1605(a)(3) Enrollment Conferences

TAC § 89.1605(b)

School Introductions to
Ease Transitions

TAC § 89.1605(a)(2)

All students who are identified as homeless or in foster care are el
of Agriculture Child Nutrition Program.

e for the US Def
Local Education Agencies must convene an enrollment conference with a student who

M e T T T T is hom or in foster care Withil? the within th? fi_rsF two weeks, or as ghlon ce as‘rble_ School introductions are wi g activities provided by the school to new students. Staff can
benefits upon enrollment. The process must after a student who is homeless or in substitute care enrolls at a new school. The studer introduce students to the s a variety of ways, such as giving tours of the campus, hosting
communication with the LEA nutrition coordinator to ensure that eligible students are E:r:ﬂggg:la; g:ﬁ::ﬁ]gg‘:z::ﬁjﬂ'ﬁ;lﬂ JRRdtessed in a caze-ificase BN ‘-""E|mmt5‘ events, and p -on-one student support. These activiti
in - Or experi i ede 0 - P . acclimate E
ch ed in error or experience delays in re ts. s » Contact information for key school § e racurT
The.Pnrol\mEnt f:[n[]fer'er'\ce may be used in conjunction with an existing meeting 3 members: = o
designed for a similar purpose for newly enrolled students. 3 B School counselors students.
2 B Nurses
. i iviti 2 & Social workers Ao
5 An Enrollment Conference is a student-centered meeting for a newly enrolled student designe » Extracurricular activities o i H
Best Practices (eg, fine arts athletics, efc) 2 o Foster Care Lisson &4/ Strategies to Ease Transitions
» |dentify academic and extracurricular interests. » Review credits and assessment information. » Club activities 3 &> McKinney-Vento Liaison -
. i ) ctivi 3 o »  Provide introductions (e.g, staffintroductions, campus tours, actiities, welcome
» ;r'\:;n;(gj:ﬁeicthoo\ processes and opportunities for  » Determm.e social-emational suppor‘F » Information on fee waivers > > Principal & Assistant Principals events, etc) within two weeks of enrollment. Ke Contacts
pevel d imstructionsl stret » fg;’”;g“a”;ctitfei‘i,’;r‘si‘izgz‘s ‘?ffﬁg::;'g” thay » Tutoring opportunities 2 > Registrars »  Implement mentoring programs in which staff or community mentors can Y
evelop course and Instructional strategles. P ' 2 & Mutrition ceordinators facilitate introductions, have lunch with students, and check-in with students [> Campus staff members.
» Student code of conduct ) T P!
- 3 &> Transportation specialists throughout the day [> Staff members who
K P | C E d » Available student supports 2 > Additionel support staff (e.g.. Special Educe 2 Provide information on peer-to-peer programs, such as student-led activities, have been designated as
ey €0 p e to Consider » Contact information for Emergent I?)i\inguak G\gef;:;d;ﬁlente;i 5( clubs, programs, sxtracurriculars, stc. R e e
i o ertinent school staff programs. Pregnancy Rela rvices| . :
Appropriate LEA o Verify student cading Ensure student Collaborate withyour  LEAs sho| |nC|Ud|ng- Kev Di p » Designate a staff member to whom the student can reach out for support > Community mentor
campus staffshould s in alignment with confidentiality. Nutrition Coordinator  annual €y Discuss, &nd services. Tdhls pelrfsonhprcwdes 2 safe space for the student to share any spensor. Student-led
immediately notify food  effective date to establish processes,  new anc . Po— concerns, needs, or life changes roups.
Seriices when a new suchassendingan. saton @ School @ McKinney-vento Topics*™: dditional d e esadone
student enralls. approval notification eligibi Administrators Liaisons ) Additional Foster Care an
via email. applicatiol *  Students interests, . and faculty sponsers.
@ Foster Care Liaisons @ School Counselors strengths, and previo| McKlnney—Vento Items:
successes.
Others to Include™: 0 ST i
. 1 Student clubs @ Mentor programs @ Post-secondary planning activi
LEA AND CAMPUS STAFF COMMUNITY SUPPORT ozl i G ) - ) Student Ambassadors
REMINDER: Applicati he edited wher th s or SNAR 5 . sta . ' . Susrd o ] After school programs @ Family engagement @ Summer and holiday resource
plications must be expedi en the student qualif T » Special Program Staff (e.g.. Special »  Parent or Guardian acial, emotional, anc - 5 opportunities . .
benefits. Ensure systems and supports are student and family-centered! Education, Emergent Biingual, P ey @ Enrichment programs PP @ Other community resources & Student amb:assadurs are students who represent the ;(huul and introduce new students to the
Gifted and Talented, etc) » Relative or Foster Placement @ Student ambassadar programs in your area (e.g, FindHelp.org campus and its culture. Student ambassadors are familiar with the campus emvironment and have
» Teach T Caregiver LEA policies to suppol & positive attitude, great communication skills, leadership gualities, and are accepting of others.
eachers N
»  Texas DFPS Caseworker enroliment and withd Student ambassadors can organize and/or participate in the following activities:
» Social Workers »  DFPS Educational Decisien processes.

Dropout Prevention Specialist

Maker

‘Communication p

Newcomer social events throughout the school year

Tours of the campus library, nurse’s office, counseling office, gym, and cafeteria.

»  Attendance/Truancy Officer »  CASA Volunteer of parent/guardians or
ot et e e Accompanying new students to lunch during the first week of school
*Additional peo nesded
C 5 89.1605(0)3) and should be adapted to mest the Post secondary readiness.

unique needs of esch student.

View Transition Assistance Webinars on YouTube Transition Assistance Part |;

Transition Assistance Part ||



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjvC1f3Wnl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNAe3z8wj6U

Enrollment Conference Topics

Grades /

Attendance Credits Earned vs
Credits Attempted

Special Student
Populations

District/Campus
Supports

At-Risk Indicators
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Need Support?

»
We’re Here to Help - Locally, Regionally, and Statewide! TE"‘

Highly Mobile and AtRisk  ‘TIEAS Whether you're navigating new program requirements,
(HMAR) Student Programs =" supporting FC students, or implementing best
practices, technical assistance is available at every level:

2025-26 ESC Liaisons/Champions

Introduction , - :
This document serves as a comprehensive contact guide for identifying key HMAR program = ﬁ Local Su pport: YO u r Loca | FC LI a ISO n S a re yo u r fl rSt

representatives at each Regional Education Service Center (ESC). Stakeholders can use this ° o o o °
resource to quickly locate their ESC’s designated Homeless Liaison, Foster Care Champion, and | I n e Of h e | p’ re a d y to a SS I St W I t h I m m e d I a te n e e d S a n d
Military Champion. These individuals serve as primary points of contact and support for

stakeholders who support students in highly mobile and at-risk situations. CO ntext—s p e Cifi C g u i d a n Ce .
[ ! Texas Education for Homeless Children and - K, RegiOna| SuppOrtI ESC FC ChamplonS Offer

@® Youth (TEHCY)
The TEHCY Program provides direction and leadership on the M M M M M M

h implementation ofgstate apnd federal guidtance regarding prongm servites S pec I a I I Ze d eX pe rt I Se’ t ra I n I n g’ a n d reSO u rces ta I I O re d
for McKinney-Vento eligible students.

) TEHCY Webpage r re a
Homeless/McKinney- ‘ to O u a
Ve/nto ¥ e Contact: Dr. Desiree Viramontes (M-V State Coordinator) °

e Email: HomelessEducation@tea.texas.gov

® = fif State-Level Support: Our state team provides

Foster Care & Student Success

m Foster Care & Student Success maintains resources and information to p0| iCy gu ida nce’ prog ra m u pdates, a nd St rategic

advance the education of students impacted by foster care.

! e o @tes s support to ensure alignment and impact across Texas.

Foster Care

Q Military-Connected Students (MCS)

The MCS Program provides information and resources to students,

arents, and educators to assist with navigating transitions to new - - -
an - commuitisad repetedcyces o separatonand eunon. Comprehensive support is available to ensure your success—
Milary- » Contact Or. Ann H. L& (Manager | HMAR) connect with the appropriate level to meet your needs.

Connected e Email: MilitaryConnectedStudents@tea.texas.gov



DFPS Regions: Education Specialists

DFPS Regions

= Each of the 11 DFPS regions has a least 1 Education
Specialist.

= These specialists act a liaisons between DFPS and
local schools and School Systems within their region.

n ESC Regions
Contact your DFPS Regional Education Specialist for assistance with:

o 0 9
Education best-interest decisions W ﬂ‘ m
Transportation F.bépvq

-

= Dispute resolution

Cross-system coordination needs, trainings, and requirements
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)



1178 Resources



Foster Care Webpage TEA.

Texas Education Agency

Related Content

Foster Care & Student Success

Foster Care Guidance and Resources

Foster Care & Student Success is a key initiative within the Texas Education Agency’'s Highly Mobile and At-Risk
(HMAR) Unit, part of the Office of Special Populations & Student Supports. This program is dedicated to advanc-
ing the educational outcomes of students impacted by foster care across Texas public schools.

Aligning Policy and Practice

Highly Mobile and At Risk Student Programs
We provide comprehensive resources, guidance, and professional learning opportunities tailored to the unique

needs of students in foster care. Our goal is to ensure that every student in the foster care system receives the Supports for At-Risk Schools & Students
support they need to thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.

Foster Care & Student Success Professional Contact Information
Learning & Support Opportunities

Email: fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov i

33



Foster Care & Student Success Guide TEA.

Texas Education Agency

FOSTER CARE & “« How this tool can support you:

STUDENT SUCCESS: = Purpose of the Guide

e A collaborative resource developed by DFPS, the Supreme Court of Texas, and the
.' Children’s Commission to support the education of students in foster care.

TEXAS SYSTEMS WORKING TOGETHER TO = Dual Functionality
TRANSFORM EDUCATION OUTCOMES OF Serves as both an e-guide and a training manual for educators, caseworkers, and

STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE advocates.

= Comprehensive Coverage
Includes research-based topics, legal context, and best practices for supporting
educational stability and success.

= Practical Tools & Tips
Offers actionable strategies, checklists, and templates to guide day-to-day decision-
making.

= Direct Access to Resources
Embedded links connect users to additional tools, policies, and state-level

guidance.
TEXA ==& . * Supports Collaboration
P ey i it T Encourages coordinated efforts between schools and child welfare agencies to

improve outcomes.




School of Origin Determination for Students in Foster Care TES

Texas Education Agency

School of Origin Determinations for Students in Foster Care

s This tool can help you:

A student is entitled to remain at their school of origin A
unless it is not in the student’s best interest. ﬂ

N What is a school of origin? )

» The school where the student was enrolled prior to entering foster care* OR

= Understand What "School of Origin" Means

» The school where the student was enrolled when a student changes placement while in foster care.

What timelines apply? ) h d ) ° h
» State law entitles a student to continue to attend the school of origin until graduation or - K n OW t e St u e nt S R I g ts

completion of the highest grade offered at the school unless it is not in the student’s best interest.

Who determines best interest? )

» DFPS/SSCC** collaborates with the school district and the student to make the best interest | S u p p O rt Be St I nte re st Dete r m i n a ti 0 n S t h r‘o u g h

determination. DFPS/SSCC are responsible for final school of origin decisions.
» Factors may include safety; student preference; academic, social, and emotional needs; and distance

L]
to the school. For additional information on best interest determination, see the Foster Care and C O I I a b O ra t I O n
Student Success Guide and TASB Policy.

(Example Scenarios: )

» Example A: Jerry attends School A. Jerry enters foster care and is placed in a foster home in the attendance - .
area for School B. School A is Jerry's school of origin and he is entitled to continue to attend School A unless C d K F t f t t d t
it is not in his best interest. O n S I e r e ac ors e [] °) Sa e ) S u e n

» Example B: Jenny attends School A. Jenny enters foster care and is placed in a kinship home in the - -
attendance area for School B. It is determined that attending School A is not in Jenny's best interest. Jenny f d m d m t I d d
must be immediately enrolled in School B even if records cannot be produced immediately. p re e re n Ce’ a Ca e I C a n e O I O n a n e e S’ a n
» Example C: During the school year, Dan is adopted and leaves foster care while attending School A. His .
adoptive parents move to the attendance area for School B. Dan is entitled to continue to attend School A
until he attains the highest grade offered in the school even though he is no longer in foster care. ra Ve I S a n C e .
» Example D: Nina continues to attend School A after she enters foster care. Nina enrolls in School B when
she returns to her parents, who later moved to the attendance area for School C. Under TEC § 25.001(g),

Nina can attend School A or, under TEC 8 25.001(g-1), Nina can attend School B. Nina can also attend School
C because she resides in the school's attendance area.

= Apply the Decision Promptly

For more information, see TEA's Foster Care and Student Success Website

Legal citations: 20 U.S.C. 8 6312(c)(5), 42 U.S.C. 8 675(1)(G); Tex. Educ. Code § 25.001(g)-(g-1).
For situations when a student in DFPS conservatorship may be considered homeless, see Chapter 6 of the Foster Care and
n i

. L] L] L]
*Foster care is a term used to describe when a child is placed outside the home with a relative, kinship, foster home, or . —
residential placement.

**Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) is appointed the managing conservator if a court decides it is unsafe for
a child to remain in the home. In regions with Community-Based Care, a Single Source Continuum Contractor (SSCC) performs
the duties of DFPS.

TE u P
Department
A@, of Family and \}

Texas Education Agency Protective Servi

= Access Support Resources




Designated Points of Contact for Students in Foster Care TE4s.

Texas Education Agency

Educa.tion and Child V\_/elfare Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) .
Designated Points of Contact for Students in Foster Care

ESSA requires designated points of contact for child welfare and education agencies to support school stability for

students in foster care (i.e., education best-interest, transportation coordination). Additional information

about the Education and
Child Welfare ESSA Points
of Contact can be found in
the Foster Care & Student

Success Guide, Chapter 8.

Every year, the local child welfare agency must notify the local education agency (LEA) of their child welfare point of
contact. After this notification is received, the LEA is required to inform the local child welfare agency of their designated
point of contact in writing. The Texas Department of Family Protective Services (DFPS) Educational Specialist serves as
the Child Welfare Point of Contact for ESSA purposes. Similarly, the LEA Point of Contact for ESSA, in most instances, is
the LEA Foster Care Liaison. The chart below maps an annual communication process and timeline for when Points of

Contact notifications occur.

DFPS Education Specialist

Communication to LEAs

LEA Foster Care Point of Contact

Communication to DFPS Education Specialist

a2 2
AUGUST: — AUGUST:
DFPS Education Specialist sends email to the LEA Foster Care AUG. Receives an email from DFPS Education Specialist identifying
Liaison contact identified in AskTED (includes both districts and themselves as the point of contact for questions related to students in
open-enrollment charter schools). foster care.
i a2
7-10 DAYS: . 7-10 DAYS:
Upon receipt, the LEA responds to the DFPS Education Specialist Responds to the DFPS Education Specialist with the name of the
with the name of the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact (who in most HITIE | ESSA Point of Contact for their LEA. (In instances, where the LEA has
instances is the LEA Foster Care Liaison). designated individual campus contacts for Foster Care, also include this
information in the LEA's correspondence communication with DFPS).
'} a2
1 WEEK FOLLOW-UP: — 1 WEEK FOLLOW-UP:
If no response from the LEA after 10 days, DFPS resends the If DFPS does not hear back from the LEA Foster Care Liaison, they will
introduction email to the LEA Foster Care Liaison. If communication re-send the information and follow-up within 10 days. If they still do not

is not received back from the LEA, DFPS may contact the LEA
Administration/Superintendent’s Office, to receive the necessary
contact information of the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact.

hear back, they may contact the LEA Administration/Superintendent’s
office to request this information.

EXPECTATIONS: alliila EXPECTATIONS:
DFPS Education Specialists will communicate via email to the LEA ® LEAs are required to ensure that the Foster Care Liaison in AsKTED
annually and identify themselves as the point of contact, provide x® is up to date annually. This should occur prior to August for the
their contact information to the Foster Care Liaison as a resource 000 upcoming school year. DFPS will utilize the Foster Care Liaison contact

for any questions or concerns involving students in foster care.
Itis the expectations that the LEA will respond promptly with the
corresponding LEA ESSA Foster Care Point of Contact information.
DFPS Education Specialists should be the first point of contact to
resolve any issues related to students in foster care.

)c Children’s

Commlssmn

“ TEXAS /By
A Department \"
® of Family and \3¢

Texas Education Agency

information in AskTED to notify the LEA of the ESSA Child Welfare
Point of Contact (i.e. DFPS Education Specialist). LEAs are to respond
promptly, in writing, to the DFPS Education Specialist with the LEA
Foster Care Point of Contact and utilize the DFPS Education Specialist
for any questions or concerns related to students in foster care
throughout the school year.

Protective Services

‘s This tool can help you:

= Understand the Requirement for
Designation of Points of Contact.

= Know the Key Roles

= DFPS Education Specialist
= School System Foster Care
Liaison

= Annual Notification Process

= Maintain Updated Contact Info
in AskTED Database

= Promote Timely, Coordinated
Support



Education Best Interest Decision-Making & Coordination TE#&.

Texas Education Agency

i,‘ P ur p ose of t h i S t 00 I . gas Education Best Interest Decision-Making and Coordination

(V1.0 {3 To outline a clearly defined process and protocol for how
education and child welfare partners are to work together
to make education best interest decisions, as required by the Every Student
Success Act (ESSA). The following chart describes a variety of child welfare q
° M M scenarios, details regarding who and when the school will be contacted,

| u O rt S c o a o ra t I o n e tW e e n e u C a t I O n a n C I what type of information will be collected and clarifies timelines for follow-
up, and related information sharing to support collaborative educational

best-interest decisions.

welfare partners to make informed, student-centered

That education and child welfare partners will
have an increased understanding and road map
for how to work together to support education-best interest
decisions, resulting in more informed education-decisions;
greater school stability; improved school transitions, when
school moves occur; ultimately, creating better educational
outcomes for students in foster care.

. . [ ] [ ]
CIRCUMSTANCES AND EXAMPLES: WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS NEEDED? HOW MUCH TIME DOES THE
decisions that promote school stability and smooth
residential location to another in these INFORMATION?

The caseworker or student’s caregiver will notify

the foster care liaison to expedite the collection

of information and records to support a smooth
ansiti new.

t ra n s it i o n S circumstances. The student is in immediate/ As soon as possible
. crisis situations that require swift action. Within 10 business day turn around

Examples include: on

+ |Initial entry intd

+ Immediate plag !£A N 14 E’“”“‘ Education Best Interest Decision-Making and Coordination
= When to Use It: sudert recd

G e oo e oo e 3
u DU rl ng emergency p|acement5 (e.g., 18] |t|a| fOSter F) cIRcumsTANCES AND EXAMPLES: | [fZ) WHEN WILL CONTACT OCCUR? HOW MUCH TIME DOES THE

. . o o . . Agency staff (e.g., DI Planned school withdrawals may happen Depending on the circumstances, before the Ish(lzrgg\;l-ﬂ"l\(\)lilzo PROVIDE
m or education special in advance. There may be more time to student is withdrawn from their current school. ?
C a re e n t ry’ p Syc h I at rl C a d I S S I O n ) J u Ve n I | e caregiver will contac plan but this is not always the case. Student Generally, about 7-10 business days before the Maximum 10 business day turn
attended, by phone, should remain in their school of origin placement change is to occur. Srennd

whenever possible. However, planned school

d etention ) . ES) whEnwiLy | viihdrawals may happen ib advance. There WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS NEEDED?

may be more time to plan but this is not

Recommendation:
Coordination should be as soon as

Immediately after st always the case. The Court order and DFPS Form 2085 or 2085E. change of placement is identified
| D i I d h I H h d I cTanges_ 't” z;merger Planned Withdrawal (DFPS Initiated) The caseworker or student's caregiver will notify Dag/ 1-|3(:j Foster c)are Iiiison (or o:jher
piacement changogy examples: the foster care liaison to expedite the collection school designee) reaches out an
u r I n g p a n n e Sc oo Wlt ra Wa S ( e . g Ly already occurred. + Student returning home of information and records to support a smooth begins gathering information
. f' . k . h . | . *Department of Family an + Moving to a placement to be connected fransitianitoithemeiiscnool. cDaaryeSI\-;igyoﬁr(zgzrtﬁ;zo:s[ieg;ee)
for a child to remain in th¢ with siblings » \ d
reunification, kinship placement, caregiver SURREENg | wnhne e | AT | s o
= ) WILL BE COLLECTED BY THE SCHOOL follows up wnh_caseworker and the
I . ¢ Placed in another state AND PROVIDED TO DFPS/SSCC? student’s caregiver
relocCa t 1on). ¢ gsftﬁz’f{ o‘igg;”dem move together to TASB Exhibit A Student in Foster Care

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Information from the school will help to
inform decision-making. The caregiver can
inform the teacher of the child moving and
when it will occur; if the teacher is aware
of close connections that the student has
that would be interested in having the
student in their home, they can inform the
caseworker.

f " " Education Best-Interest Factors
Planned Withdrawal (Caregiver Initiated) special edutation senviges oFspecial

examples: X
P . - accommodations (e.g., IEP or 504), such as
& Caregiver no longer providing foster care transportation

= Understand Who Initiates Contact, When Contact e lcementhange | | * ormtionon the suents posive

connections and school community support
¢ Caregiver moves out of state and cannot Extra-curricular activities/interests.

Happens, and Required Documentations

§ % WHO WILL CONTACT THE tran%portatxon arrangements
i SCHOOL? Special endorsements

*All relevant information will be helpful to the child
and DFPS to reduce trauma, identify services and
support needed, and ensure educational continuity.

Agency staff (e.g., DFPS/SSCC* caseworker or
education specialist) or student’s caregiver in

= Goal: Reduce trauma, ensure continuity, and support

*Department of Family and Protective Services &l\JFPs) is appointed the managing conservator if a court decides it is unsafe 5 REESIEED
for a child to remain in the home. In regions with Community-Based Care, a Single Source Continuum Contractor (SSCC) X LEA LED

b ette r. a Ca d e m iC O u tCO m es fo r St u d e n tS i n fOSte r. Ca re ) performs the duties required of DFPS. BFPS works with the SSCC to ensure educational needs are met.




Dispute Resolution for ESSA Foster Car

e TEA

Texas Education Agency

HOW ARE ESSA FOSTER CARE

DISPUTES RESOLVED?

Fostering Connections Act and the Every
Student Succeed Act (ESSA) require
coordination among agencies at the State
and local level to ensure the educational
stability of children in foster care. The local
education agency (LEA) and Department

of Family and Protective Services (DFPS)
should make every effort to reach an
agreement regarding the appropriate
school placement and transportation
coordination of students in foster care. The
dispute resolution process should be fair
to all parties and reached in an expeditious
manner. This chart provides guidance on
disputes with students in foster care.

< This tool can help you:

Campus
Level

éﬂ LEA Level

State Level

= Understand the Purpose
The Fostering Connections Act and Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) require state and
local agencies to work together to ensure
educational stability for children in foster care.

LEVEL | - Campus Level

School staff, administrators and the caseworker attempt to resolve an ESSA related issue.
LEA Foster Care Point of Contact should be informed of the dispute at the campus level.

Next steps if no resolution:
Recommend escalate to LEA level immediately or no later than 7 to 10 business days.

* Promote Collaboration
School systems and DFPS must coordinate to
agree on school placement and transportation
for students in foster care.

LEVEL Il - LEA Level

EE

The dispute should be sent to the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact, the DFPS Regional Education
Specialist, and the DFPS Program Administrator.

» Seek guidance from your LEA regarding dispute resolution process.
» LEA Foster Care Point of Contact communicates, with DFPS Regional Education Specialist; or
» DFPS Regional Education Specialist contacts LEA Foster Care Point of Contact.

A

‘Toxas Education. Wo

Texas Department of
Family and Protective Services

v

= Ensure Fair and Timely Resolution
Disputes should be resolved fairly and as quickly
as possible to minimize disruption to the
student’s education.

>

HOW ARE ESSA FOSTER CARE

DISPUTES RESOLVED?

yrdinated Meeting:

ist a coordinated meeting with the appropriate local child welfare and education staff
lding but not limited to, the foster care liaison, transportation management, school
listrators, the student’s DFPS Regional Education Specialist, caseworker, caregiver or
assigned child welfare representative, and/or education decision maker.

parties will convene to discuss logistics and costs around transportation provisions,
tion decision making or other ESSA related concerns.

imend contact no later than 7 to 10 business days once the LEA Foster Care Point of
ct and/or DFPS Regional Education Specialist is made aware.

xt steps if no resolution:
icommended immediate escalation to State Level.

LEVEL Il - State Level

still remains unresolved, the TEA Foster Care Point of Contact and DFPS Regional
bpecialist at State Office must reach a resolution, in consultation with each respective
hdership.

» LEA Foster Care Point of Contact sends the following information to TEA's Foster Care Point

of Contact, fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov.
DFPS Regional Education Specialist sends the following information to DFPS State Office
Education Program Specialist/ ESSA point of contact.

> A complete explanation of the basis of the dispute, with all pertinent facts.

> The name and contact information of the people who have been addressing the

dispute thus far on behalf of both the LEA and the local child welfare agency (job title,
phone, email, and mailing address).

> Details of how the agencies have attempted to resolve the dispute at the local level

prior to appealing to the state.

TEA Foster Care Point of Contact and DFPS State Office Education Program Specialist
coordinate a review of the information and issue a resolution. Recommended resolution to
be issued as soon as possible but, no later than 15 business days.




25-26 Foster Care Program’s Events Calendar

— SAVE THE DATES

Texas Education Agency

Combined Foster Care & Education
Webinar and State Office Hours

(10:00-11:30 AM CST)
= Fall Webinar: October 3, 2025 | TODAY!
= Spring Webinar: March 6, 2026 | Registration

2025 Foster Care & Education

Summit (Denton, TX) Postponed
to Fall 2026

NF.ghly Mobile and At-Risk TES
" (HMAR) Student Programs

2025-26 Foster Care/At-Risk Program Calendar

i HMI&R Student Programs Quarterty i R
Howember 13 2230 P Webinar . en o all; Registration
Foster Care & Education Summit
:::::::::::::: P Parzan

Denton)

Foster Care & Education Spring 2026



https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jZ3KAqAJSCy_KvZAFA-bLA

How to Subscribe | Sign Up for Updates! TEA

Texas Education Agency

Popular Applications AskTED

TEA.

Texas Education Agency

w2 .

About TEA Texas Schools Academics

89th Legislature Updates

The Texas Education Agency is sharing in-
formation on legislation from the 89th regu-
lar legislative session that Texas public
school systems need to know. Check back
for new resources as they are released.

LEARN MORE

89th Legislature Updates

The Latest TEA News

The latest news from the Texas Education Agency is available through news
releases, online correspondence, mailing lists, and other posted information.

ECOS for Educators  Grant Opportunities  Secure Applications  TEAL Login  TSDS

TEA Annual Report 2024

Search| Enter Keywords n

Contact Employment State Board of Education [ Sign Up for Updates  TEA Correspondence

i oll K 3

Finance & Grants Reports & Data Student Assessment Texas Educators

Bluebonnet Learning

Annual Report & Pocket Edition

The Texas Education Agency is pleased to announce the release of its 2024 Annual
Report and Pocket Edition to the general public.

=[] Special Student Populations

[ I At-Risk and Highly Mobile Student Program Division &

[J Early Childhood Education &

] Emergent Bilingual &

[ Foster Care and Student Success 'l'j'

] Gifted/Talented Education &

] Languages Other Than English &

[ McKinney-Vento Homeless Education

[ Mental and Behavioral Health

Military Connected Students

Pregnancy Programs &

[ Spanish Curriculum Standards

[ Special Education Updates &



Visit our Foster Care &
Education Webpage today to
learn more!

For questions, please email: FosterCarelLiaison@tea.texas.gov
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