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Learning Objectives 

• Understand key definitions and legal 
requirements. 

Review the McKinney-
Vento Act 

• Focus on identification, enrollment, and 
service delivery. 

Strengthen 
Implementation Practices 

• Learn about updates, tools, and supports 
available statewide. 

Access TEHCY Program 
Resources 



“Through Their Eyes" Grounding Reflection - Activity 

Imagine you’re a student (maybe 8; maybe 17) who doesn’t 
have a stable place to sleep tonight. 

You’re navigating school while carrying the weight of 
uncertainty, exhaustion, and invisibility. 

What might this student need from you? Not just as an 
educator, but as a supportive adult? 



Reflection Statements 

You arrive at 
school late. You 
slept on a couch 

last night in a 
home that’s not 

yours. 

1 
You’re asked to fill 

out a form that 
requires a parent’s 

signature—but 
you haven’t seen 

them in days. 

2 
You want to join 
the basketball 
team, but you 
don’t have a 

physical address to 
list. 

3 
You’re trying to 

focus in class, but 
you’re hungry and 

worried about 
where you’ll sleep 

tonight. 

4 



McKinney-Vento 
Definitions & Requirements 



Common Terminology 

McKinney-Vento 
Refers to the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth (TEHCY) Program 
Refers to the Texas McKinney-Vento program 

Students Experiencing Homelessness 
Refers to McKinney-Vento eligible students 

Local Education Agencies (LEAs) or School Systems 
Refers to Texas public schools and open-enrollment charter schools 



McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act: Eligibility 

Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence, including children and youth: 

• Sharing the housing of other persons due to the loss of housing, economic hardship, or 
similar reason 

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds, due to the lack of alternative 
adequate accommodations 

• Living in emergency or transitional shelters, or are abandoned in hospitals 

• Living in a public or private place not designated for or ordinarily used as a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human beings 



M-V Homeless Assistance Act: Eligibility (continue) 

Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence, including children and youth: 

• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard 
housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings 

• Migratory children living in the above circumstances [42 U.S.C. §11434a(2)] 

• Unaccompanied youth includes a homeless child or youth not in the 
physical custody of a parent or guardian [42 U.S.C §11434a(6)] 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


Events That May Lead to Loss of Housing 

Unemployment Divorce Domestic 
Abuse 

Medical Issues 
Lack of 

Affordable 
Housing 

Natural 
Disaster 



Statewide Data: Homeless Student Identification 



2025 TEHCY Infographic: 2024-25 PEIMS Data 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/2024-tehcy-infographic-23-24.pdf


M-V Requirements for All School Systems 

Appoint a local Homeless Liaison and ensure they have the capacity to carry out 
the duties listed in statute 

Identify students experiencing homelessness 

Enroll students experiencing homelessness immediately, even without required 
records 

Make student records available in a timely manner 

Provide services to students experiencing homelessness that are comparable to 
those offered to other students 



M-V Requirements for All School Systems 

Review and revise policies that may act as barriers to the enrollment of students experiencing 
homelessness 

Continue the student’s education in their school of origin 

Provide School of Origin transportation if it is requested by a parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth and is in the best interest of the student 

Provide written notice to parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth related to the appeal 
process if the school system sends the student to a school other than the school requested 



Transportation Requirements for School Systems 

Transportation must be provided to and from the school of origin at the 
request of the parent or guardian, or, in the case of an unaccompanied 

youth, at the request of the local liaison. 
[42 U.S.C. §11432 (g) (1)(J)(iii)]. 

• School of origin is the school that the student attended when permanently housed or
the school in which the student was last enrolled

• Students experiencing homelessness are eligible for school of origin transportation.
• School systems must provide transportation even if they do not provide transportation

for any other students.
• Collaboration must occur between school systems to arrange transportation.
• School systems must agree on a method to share the responsibility and costs.



AskTED: Local McKinney-Vento Liaisons 

All School Systems must designate a Homeless Liaison to carry out the 
duties listed in the federal McKinney-Vento Act. 

School systems must ensure their designated 
liaison’s contact information in AskTED is up 

to date throughout the school year. 

Districts submit their liaison 
information to TEA through the 
district’s AskTED administrator. 

Charter schools submit 
their liaison information using 
the All-In-One Update Form 

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E


AskTED Navigation & Locating School System Liaisons 



McKinney-Vento 
Student PEIMS Coding 



McKinney-Vento Student Coding 

M-V coding does not carry over from year-to-year.

Identification and coding is for the current school year. 

M-V eligible students should be coded at the time of identification.

Student eligibility for M-V services should be assessed annually. 



TSDS PEIMS: Homeless & Unaccompanied Youth Status Codes 



Notification of McKinney-Vento Student Eligibility 

Homeless Liaisons should implement processes and procedures to 
ensure all identified McKinney-Vento students have been coded for 

all appropriate services in a timely manner by: 

Providing registrars or other 
designated contacts: 

An email notification with 
the appropriate “homeless 

status” and “At-Risk” 
indicator code in TSDS PEIMS 

Informing designated Food 
Services contacts: 

To code all eligible students 
for “free meal” status 



Review Accuracy of McKinney-Vento Coding 

Develop, review, and monitor 
program reports to ensure accurate 
and timely coding of: 

Student eligibility criteria 

Date of qualification 

At-Risk status 

Unaccompanied Youth status (if 
applicable) 

Review McKinney-Vento program reports to monitor student 
enrollment, coding, and services on a regular basis. 

Develop processes and procedures to address and correct any 
coding errors throughout the school year. 



TEHCY Program 
Postsecondary Support 



Identification of Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 

Review each situation on a 
case-by-case basis 

Review their living situation 
and nighttime residency 

Student must be BOTH 
unaccompanied AND 
experiencing homelessness 



College Preparation and Support for FAFSA 

School counselors must assist 
students experiencing homelessness 

with college preparation and 
readiness. 

  [42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(1)(K)] 

Local liaisons must inform 
unaccompanied youth about their 

independent student status on the FAFSA 
and assist with verification of the status. 

[42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A)(x)(III)] 



FAFSA and McKinney-Vento 

Relevant Federal Student Aid Resources: 

 Federal Student Aid Handbook (Search ‘Homeless’ after selecting
the year) 

 Federal Student Aid and Homeless Youth FAQs
 Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Determinations (Updated July

19, 2024) 

 Sample FAFSA Verification Form

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/mv-sample-fafsa-verification-form.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/homeless-youth.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/homeless-youth.pdf
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2023-04-14/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations-update-updated-july-19-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2023-04-14/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations-update-updated-july-19-2024
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/mv-sample-fafsa-verification-form.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/mv-sample-fafsa-verification-form.pdf


High Level Overview: Key Responsibilities and Supports 

Under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 
postsecondary support responsibilities are designed to 

ensure that youth experiencing homelessness have 
comparable access to higher education opportunities. 

Identification 
and Support 

for FAFSA 

College 
Readiness and 

Advising 

Access to 
Postsecondary 

Education 

Coordination 
and 

Collaboration 

Removal of 
Barriers 



Title I, Part A Homeless 
Set-Aside Requirements 



Federal Requirements for Title I, Part A Homeless Set-Aside 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2022.  All rights reserved

• LEAs must reserve Title I, Part A funds specifically to support 
students experiencing homelessness before other expenditures. 

Mandatory Fund 
Reservation 

• Set-aside amounts are determined by assessing the number of 
students experiencing homelessness and educational barriers they 
face. 

Needs Assessment 
Basis 

• Title I, Part A programming must coordinate closely with McKinney-
Vento liaisons for effective support planning. 

Coordination with 
McKinney-Vento 

• Set-aside funds help reduce instructional loss by providing tutoring, 
supplies, and fee coverage to students experiencing homelessness. 

Supporting 
Academic Continuity 



Importance of Title I, Part A Set-Aside for M-V Students 

Ensures equitable access for students experiencing 
homeless to academic supports. 

Helps meet unmet needs that affect attendance, 
engagement, and achievement. 

Supports coordination between Title I, Part A and M-V 
programs to reduce barriers. 

Allows LEAs to fund services that directly support 
enrollment, attendance, and academic success. 



Allowable Uses of Title I, Part A Set-Aside Funds for M-V Students 

Transportation to/from the school of origin when not otherwise funded. 

Academic supports such as tutoring, credit recovery, and extended-day programs. 

Personal essentials (clothing, hygiene supplies, backpacks, school materials). 

Fees required for participation in general education or extracurricular activities. 

Salary support for the homeless liaison when reasonable and necessary. 

Services not ordinarily provided by Title I, Part A if they meet the “reasonable and necessary” test and are 
used as a last resort. 



Coordinating Title I, Part A and McKinney-Vento Programs 

Title I, Part A program plans must describe how 
programs coordinate and collaborate to support M-V 
students. 

The M-V liaison must be included in planning and 
consultation to ensure needs are accurately 
represented. 

Coordination strengthens identification, enrollment, 
attendance, and academic stability. 



Stay Updated on TEA Grant Opportunities 

TEA Grant Opportunities: This site is a central resource for all state and federal grants 
administered by TEA. 

New state and federal funding opportunities are added throughout the year. 

Visit regularly to: 
View newly released grant opportunities 

Track application timelines 

Access guidance documents and resources 

Plan ahead for future funding cycles 

Your next opportunity may post soon—don’t miss it! 

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx


NEW Resource: How to Guidance on Accessing TEHCY 
Grants on TEA’s Grants Opportunities Page 



TEHCY Program 
Resources 



UPDATED MV POSTERS – Printing SOON! 

McKinney-Vento requirement: Public notice of educational rights of homeless children and youth is disseminated in 
locations frequented by parents or guardians of such children and youth, and unaccompanied youth. 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)(A)(vi) 



REMINDER: Transition Assistance Toolkit 

View Transition Assistance Webinars on YouTube 
Transition Assistance Part I; Transition Assistance Part II 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjvC1f3Wnl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNAe3z8wj6U


TEHCY Web Portal 



Regional McKinney-Vento Liaison Contacts 



Technical Assistance Support: ESC Network & TEHCY Support 

Self submission via TEA 
website link 

Phone Call to the TEHCY 
Support (1-855-85TEHCY) 

7:00am – 3:30pm 



“My Bridge Commitment" Closing Reflection - Activity 

We began today by imagining the world through a student’s eyes. 

Now, let’s return to our own “seats”; not just physically, but professionally. 

Each of us has a role in building bridges for students experiencing homelessness. 

What is one bridge I will commit to building—starting this week—to support 
McKinney-Vento compliance and student stability? 



Email: HomelessEducation@Tea.Texas.gov 
Website: Tea.texas.gov/TEHCY  
Sign-up for TEA TEHCY Announcements 

mailto:HomelessEducation@Tea.Texas.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://Tea.texas.gov/TEHCY
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