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Webinar Objectives and Agenda 

Provide updates, reminders, and key action items to support 
school leaders with serving highly mobile and at-risk students most 
effectively. TEA’s HMAR quarterly webinar is a one-stop-shop for 
relevant information, resources and updates. 

Agenda 
 Introductions and Technical Support 
 HMAR General Reminders 
 At-Risk (Foster Care, Pregnancy-Related, etc.) Programs 
 Texas Education for Homeless Children and Youth (TEHCY) Program 
 Military-Connected Student Program 
 HMAR Reminders and Closing Remarks 

3 



 

   
  

 

 

Highly Mobile and At-Risk (HMAR) Student Programs Team 

Kelly Kravitz, MPSA 
Director 

Kelly.Kravitz@tea 
.texas.gov 

Dr. Ann H. Lê 
Manager 

Ann.Le@tea.texas 
.gov 

Dr. Desiree Viramontes 
McKinney Vento State 

Coordinator 

Desiree.Viramontes 
@tea.texas.gov 

John Dobbins 
HMAR Student Programs 

Specialist 

John.Dobbins@tea 
.texas.gov 



    

      
 

     

    

    
   

Technical Support and Engagement 

Please use the Zoom’s Q&A feature to submit questions during the presentation. 

The chat feature is turned on so the audience can provide input and receive live 
links throughout the presentation. 

PDF & video recording of today’s presentation will be posted to the HMAR website. 

We are unable to make the power point available in advance. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

To obtain your Continuing Professional Education (CPEs) certificate, attendees must 
(1) participate live AND (2) complete the end-of-webinar feedback survey. 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-student-populations-division-webinars-and-trainings


HMAR General Reminders 
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HMAR Webpage Updates 
Ensures Consistency Across Programs 
All HMAR and individual program webpages have been updated to reflect a unified 
format, structure, and content approach. 

Improves Clarity and Visibility 
A consistent layout helps users quickly find relevant information, reducing confusion 
and improving navigation. 

Enhances Stakeholder Support 
Clear, accessible webpages empower school systems, educators, and community 
partners to better support students. 

Reflects Current Priorities and Resources 
Updated content ensures that districts and stakeholders are working with the most 
accurate and timely information. 

Strengthens Communication and Engagement 
A well-maintained digital presence builds trust and encourages collaboration among 
families, schools, and agencies. 

Supports Program Accountability and Transparency 
Public-facing updates demonstrate commitment to continuous improvement and 
responsiveness to student needs. 



  A few general updates to note: 
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  A few updates to note for programs: 
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Whether you're navigating new program requirements, 
supporting HMAR students, or implementing best 
practices, 

 

  
  

  

  
     

  
  

 
  

 
    

  

Need Technical Assistance Support? 

technical assistance is available at every level: 

 Regional Support: ESC Liaisons/Champions offer 
specialized expertise, training, and resources tailored 


to your area. 

 Local Support: Your Local Liaisons are your first
line of help, ready to assist with immediate needs and 
context-specific guidance. 

State-Level Support: Our state team provides 
policy guidance, program updates, and strategic 
support to ensure alignment and impact across Texas. 

Support is available Locally, Regionally, and Statewide! 



    AskTED Navigation & Locating School System (MV/FC) Liaisons 



 
   

    
   

  
   

    

 
 

  
 

 

AskTED (Texas Education Directory) 
All School Systems must designate a Homeless and Foster

Care Liaison to carry out the duties listed in the federal 
McKinney-Vento Act, Texas Education Code, and ESSA. 

School systems must ensure their designated 
Liaison’s contact information in AskTED is   

up to date throughout the school year. 

Districts submit their liaison 
information to TEA through the 
district’s AskTED administrator. 

Charter schools submit 
their liaison information using 
the All-In-One Update Form 

https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E
https://tea.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9sixIdSvUSRPm9E


          

Transition Assistance Toolkit 

View Transition Assistance Webinars on YouTube Transition Assistance Part I; Transition Assistance Part II 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjvC1f3Wnl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNAe3z8wj6U


  At-Risk Student Programs Updates 



    
  

    
   

   

   

   
 

      
  

       

   

Legislative Updates 

SB 991 – Expanded At-Risk Definition 

• What Changed: Expands the definition of “at-risk students” to include those 
who are chronically absent and truant. 

• Impact: By expanding definition of “at-risk” to include those chronically absent 
and truant, it provides school systems an opportunity to enhance intervention 
strategies and improve early identification of students. 

SB 569 – Virtual Education Access 

• What Changed: Replaces the Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN) with a new 
framework under TEC Chapter 30B. 

• Impact: The expanded access to flexible learning (virtual and hybrid learning 
options) can help maintain continuity for students experiencing housing 
instability, foster care transitions, or frequent relocations due to military service. 



 

  

   
   

     

     
 

   
    

    

Legislative Updates 

HB 1211 – Tuition Exemption for Former Foster Youth 

• What Changed: Removes the previous age cap of 25 for tuition and fee 
exemptions at public institutions. 

• Impact: Eligible students formerly in DFPS conservatorship can now 
enroll before their 27th birthday to receive free tuition and fees. 

SB 226 – Residency for Child Safety Placements 

• What Changed: Clarifies how residency is established for children 
under Parental Child Safety Placement Agreements. 

• Impact: A DFPS-issued letter confirming the child’s placement address 
serves as proof of residency for school enrollment. 



  

   
   

     
  

    

   

    
   

  

  

Legislative Updates 

SB 571 – Child Abuse Reporting 

• What Changed: Shortens the mandatory reporting window from 48 hours to 
24 hours for professionals (educators, counselors, etc.). 

• Impact: Reports of suspected abuse or neglect must be made within 24 
hours to DFPS or law enforcement. 

Amachi Texas Program 

• Funding: Allocates $7 million per fiscal year to support mentoring for 
children of incarcerated parents and other at-risk youth. 

• Impact: Expand access to high-quality mentoring programs, enabling more 
at-risk youth and children of incarcerated parents to build supportive 
relationships that foster resilience, academic success, and emotional well-
being. 



AMACHI Texas 



 

     

Learn more about AMACHI Texas 

View the AMACHI Promotional Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyyIqCJBy_s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyyIqCJBy_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyyIqCJBy_s


 Pregnancy-Related 
Services (PRS) 



 

   

 

 
 

  

   

Pregnancy-Related Services (PRS) 

TEA PRS Program Services 

John Dobbins 
HMAR Program Specialist 

Email: PregnancyRelatedServices@tea.texas.gov 

TEA Financial Compliance 

Christina Page 
Attendance Specialist 

Email: christina.page@tea.texas.gov 

Program Support: Student Attendance Accounting Handbook (Section 9) 

https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/financial-compliance/student-attendance-accounting-handbook
mailto:PregnancyRelatedServices@tea.texas.gov
mailto:christina.page@tea.texas.gov


PRS Resources to Review 



 Foster Care & Education 



 
    

   

  

     

  

     

  

   

  

    
   

Beginning of the Year Reminders 
Update Foster Care Liaison contact info in AskTED 

Review TEA’s Foster Care & Student Success Guide 

Identify students in foster care via PEIMS coding 

Ensure immediate enrollment (no delays due to missing records) 

Confirm automatic eligibility for free meals 

Notify campus staff of liaison role and responsibilities 

Schedule Best Interest Determination meetings, as needed 

Coordinate transportation plans for school stability 

Coordinate with Child Welfare partners 

Please plan to attend our Fall 2025 Foster Care & Education Webinar 
in October for more targeted Foster Care support and guidance. 



    

 
  

 

  

 

  
  

  

Designated Points of Contact for Students in Foster Care 

This tool can help you: 

 Understand the Requirement for 
Designation of Points of Contact. 

 Know the Key Roles 
 DFPS Education Specialist 
 School System Foster Care 

Liaison 

 Annual Notification Process 

 Maintain Updated Contact Info 
in AskTED Database 

 Promote Timely, Coordinated 
Support 



    

  

    
   

    
 

    
    

TSDS PEIMS Coding Guidance – Foster Care 

 Improve coding (identification) of students in FC through 
accurate documentation. 
 Ensure Campus Administrators, PEIMS Coordinators, FC

Liaisons, Registrars, School Counselors, and other 
personnel who develop and support the enrollment
processes are trained & informed. 
 To streamline enrollment and clarify expectations regarding

the TSDS PEIMS indicator code: Foster Care TSDS PEIMS 
Guidance 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Foster_Care_PEIMS_guidance.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Foster_Care_PEIMS_guidance.pdf


 

    
 

  
      

        

    
 

– SAVE THE DATES 25-26 Foster Care 

Combined Foster Care & Education Webinar and State Office 
Hours (10:00 – 11:30 AM CST) 

 Fall Webinar: October 3, 2025 | Registration 
Unfortunately, registration is currently at capacity. Please check back on the day of the training to 

see if you’re able to join. A recording will be available on TEA’s HMAR Webinar webpage. 

 Spring Webinar: March 6, 2026 | Registration 

2025 Foster Care & Education Summit (Denton, TX) 
Postponed to Fall 2026 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_V0K9WXYnSruuPgW3_n3AqQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jZ3KAqAJSCy_KvZAFA-bLA


   
  

Texas Education for Homeless Children 
and Youth (TEHCY) Program Updates 



   

       
        

  
   

  
          

      
    

    

  

        
   

Legislative Updates 

HB 6 Updates for Out-of-School Suspension (OSS): 

• Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) for Students experiencing homelessness and below Grade 3 
• HB 6 permits OSS for up to 3 days but only under specific conditions outlined in TEC §37.005(c). 

Conditions include: 
• conduct involving weapons, drugs, or alcohol 
• threats to the immediate health and safety of others 
• documented repeated or significant classroom disruption. 
• selling, giving, or delivering to another person or possessing, using, or being under the influence of 

any amount of: marihuana or a controlled substance, a dangerous drug, or an alcoholic beverage. 
• In extenuating circumstances, parents of students below grade 3 or experiencing homelessness may 

request a switch to in-school suspension (ISS) if they cannot supervise their child during OSS. 

TEHCY Resources 

• HB 6 updates will be included in the new ‘TEHCY Student Success and Behavior Support Guide’ and 
updated One-pager coming early Fall 2025. 
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TEHCY ESC Network & TEHCY Support 

Self submission via TEA 
web-based intake form. 

Phone Call to the TEHCY 
Support (1-855-85TEHCY) or 

(1-855- 858-3429) 
7:00am – 3:30pm. Coming Soon!  

https://tehcysupport.esc11.net/IntakeSurveyAnonymous.aspx
https://tehcysupport.esc11.net/IntakeSurveyAnonymous.aspx
https://tehcysupport.esc11.net/IntakeSurveyAnonymous.aspx
https://tehcysupport.esc11.net/IntakeSurveyAnonymous.aspx


  
   

  

     

  

   

  

  

   
   

 

Beginning of the Year Reminders 
Update Homeless Liaison contact info in AskTED 

Identify students experiencing homelessness via PEIMS coding 

Ensure immediate enrollment (no delays due to missing records) 

Confirm automatic eligibility for free meals 

Notify campus staff of liaison role and responsibilities 

Schedule Best Interest Determination meetings, as needed 

Coordinate transportation plans for school stability 

Please plan to view/refresh your understanding of McKinney-Vento 
requirements by accessing MV 101 & 201 recorded webinars on the 

TEHCY Web Portal. 



TEHCY Web Portal Training Library 



  

 
 

  
 

  
  

 
   

PEIMS Coding – Homeless & Unaccompanied Youth Status 

M-V coding does not carry 
over from year-to-year. 

Identification and coding is for 
the current school year. 

M-V eligible students should 
be coded at the time of 

identification. 

Student eligibility for M-V 
services should be assessed 

annually. 



 2025 TEHCY Infographic: 2023-24 PEIMS Data 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/2024-tehcy-infographic-23-24.pdf


   NAEHCY 2025 in TEXAS – SAVE THE DATE 



 

    
     

   
     

    
   
   
   
   
   

25-26 TEHCY – SAVE THE DATES

TEHCY Webinars 
 MV Special Topics Webinar #1 (TEHCY TX Laws & Policies)

 November 20, 2025 @ 1:30 - 3:30 PM CST | Registration
 MV Special Topics Webinar #2 (TEHCY Funding & Sustainability)

 May 14, 2026 @ 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM CST | Registration

TEHCY Office Hours (10:00 – 10:45 AM CST) 
 Office Hours 1: October 29, 2025 | Registration
 Office Hours 2: December 10, 2025 | Registration
 Office Hours 3: February 6, 2026 | Registration
 Office Hours 4: April 15, 2026 | Registration
 Office Hours 5: May 6, 2026 | Registration

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pmF3Y4FBSsObZhVaVL0ijA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HjQ8VgmMT2KdyUg5QJXosg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/uxvJBwEvTWmVy9ilsf7xTA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/RS9JDt0cToCPooorif95EA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/wsKycwRIRpWz5bL8itptzw
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/TD5qZF12R26beJTAnhHsFQ
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/qurorGoVRWGHUg6gcWOJFQ


  Military-Connected Student Program 
Updates 



    

  
 

   
     

   

     

  
 

  

HB 2757 – Enrollment Flexibility for Foreign Military 
Families 

Legislative Updates 

• Allows school districts to admit children of active-duty foreign military 
personnel even if they don’t meet the age requirement at the start of the 
school year, as long as they reach the required age during that year. 

• This policy is optional for districts and aims to support military families 
stationed in Texas without imposing financial or administrative burdens. 

• Recognizes JROTC as part of Career and Technology Education (CTE). 
• Creates a Military Pathway Grant Program 
• Expands post-graduation support 

HB 120 – Military Readiness & Accountability 
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Beginning of the Year Reminders 

Identify Military Connected Students (MCS) via PEIMS coding 

Ensure MCS are enrolled in appropriate academic 
programming (e.g., GT, SPED, AP, etc.) 

Review the Interstate Compact (TEC §162) with all staff 

Ensure district & campus Military Family webpages are 
updated with fall enrollment/registration resources, calendars, 
and supports 

Schedule & provide district & campus PD on supporting MCS 

Host beginning of the year transition meetings with students 
to include: building tours, transcript review services, graduation 
plans, extracurriculars, clubs and activities, etc. 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.162.htm#162
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.162.htm#162
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.162.htm#162


  
    

    

TSDS PEIMS Coding – Military Student Identifier 
Students identified as a military-connected student are captured in PEIMS 

using one of six “military identifier” codes 

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/23/0/0/Descriptors/List/2534


  
  

  

   

Military Student Identifier SY 2023 - 2025 
Military Status (PEIMS Code) 2023 2024 2025 

Active Duty in US Military (1) 68,103 62,436 60,531 

TX National Guard (2) 6,665 6,415 6,848 

Reserve Force (3) 11,440 11,248 11,288 

Pre-K (4) 8,878 9,102 9,279 

Veteran (5) 102,483 121,629 139,479 

Fallen in the Line of Duty (6) 1,757 2,208 1,967 

Total MCS 199,326 213,038 229,392 



 Purple Star Campus 
Designation (PSCD) 



  

 

 
 

 

2025-26 PSCD Awards Announced! 

306 applications 
received & reviewed 
98 awarded 
2-year designation 
First Time/New: 40 
Renewal: 58 



Reach out with your Purple Star needs!
MCEC is here to help!

 
 



25-26 Military-Connected SAVE THE DATES! 



  

     
    

     

   
     

    

     
   

       
 

 
  

 

Military Summits (in Collaboration with MCEC) 

MCEC Global Training Summit in Austin (Fall 2025) 
 One-day summit designed for K–12 teachers, administrators, counselors, and district leaders. 
 Sessions will focus on evidence-based strategies and resources to support military- and veteran-

connected students 
 Date: Friday, September 26, 2025 
 Location: AT&T Hotel and Conference Center, Austin, TX 
 Registration: Austin Global Training Summit (Registration rate: $249) 

Military Professional Development (PD) Summit (Spring 2026) 
 PD opportunity for educators, administrators, and other youth-serving professionals. 

 Registration: Coming Soon! 

 Offering training and resources schools/community needs to support the educational goals and overall 
well-being for military-connected children. 

 Location: San Antonio, TX 
 Date: January 2026 
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https://militarychild.org/event/gts/austin/


    HMAR Reminders, Save the Dates, and 
Closing Remarks 



   

      
     

 

2024-2025 HMAR Celebration Stories Across Texas 

THANK YOU for your incredible dedication and hard work! We captured some 
AMAZING things happening across Texas during the 2024-25 School Year. 

View 24-25 HMAR Celebrations Across Texas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZFdEQVF0G4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZFdEQVF0G4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZFdEQVF0G4


 

  
   

  

   

  

 

25-26 HMAR Programs’ Events Calendar 

HMAR Quarterly Webinars 
(1:00 – 2:30 PM CST) 

 Webinar #1: September 18, 2025 | TODAY 

 Webinar #2: November 13, 2025 | Registration Link 

 Webinar #3: February 5, 2026 | Registration Link 

 Webinar #4: May 7, 2026 | Registration Link 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_evvyatN5T5ego0OZJXfMFQ#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QoLQjKThQ8m1va1bMJkWzw#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_c7-Jgf5hRVqzcxp0BfxoLA#/registration


 25-26 Individual Program Events Calendar 



 
   

    
 

  

 
  

  

2025-26 HMAR Quarterly Newsletters 
 Be sure to subscribe to our HMAR 

programs listserv! 

 This school year, HMAR will distribute 
quarterly newsletters to include all 
HMAR programs! 

Will share important information, 
updates, announcements, and 
upcoming trainings and presentations! 

 All HMAR Newsletters & 
Announcements are archived on HMAR 
webpage in ‘Newsletter’ tab. 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/highly-mobile-and-at-risk-student-programs
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/highly-mobile-and-at-risk-student-programs
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How to Subscribe | Sign Up for Updates! 



 HMAR Programs’ Email Contact 



   

   

        
  

      
    

      
        

 

   
     

       
 
    

        
        

HMAR Quarterly #1 Webinar’s Key Take-Aways 

That was a lot of information! Let’s wrap up with a summarized list of key take-aways. 

• Ensure School Systems maintain current, up-to-date contact information for their liaisons 
in AskTED throughout the school year. 

• TEHCY Support 1-855-85TEHCY will be live in October. Online Intake form live now! 
• Improve coding of students based on accurate documentation (PEIMS Coding) 
• Ensure newly enrolled students in foster care or experiencing homelessness are 

provided an enrollment conference; welcome packet; warm introduction to the school; 
expedited nutrition benefits. 

Reminders 

• HMAR resources: HMAR webpage walkthrough tool, AskTED guidance document, ESC 
liaison/champion directory, Transition Assistance Toolkit, and HMAR Events Calendar 

• Foster Care resources: Designated Points of Contact for Students in Foster Care, Foster 
Care TSDS PEIMS Guidance 

• TEHCY resources: TEHCY support 1-855-85TEHCY and Online Intake Form. New TEHCY 
Student Success and Behavior Support Guide and one-pager coming early Fall 2025. 

• Military resources: Military Events Calendar, Purple Star Rise, and Military Families and 
PSCD webpages 

Resources 
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