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High-Level Agenda for Today’s Presentation 

• Purpose and Background 
• Key Principles to Understanding McKinney-Vento Eligibility Introductions 

• Federal and State Law & Policy 
• Discipline Meeting for Decision-Making Authority and TSDS PEIMS 

• Understanding Trauma and Homelessness 
• Positive School Discipline Approaches Best Practices 

• Exclusionary Discipline: Code of Conduct Factors to Consider 
• Standalone Tool (Rubric and Accompanying Worksheet) Tools and Strategies 

• Key Actions and Next Steps for School Leaders 
• Q&As Wrapping Up 



Student Success & 
Behavior Support Guide 

High Level Overview 



McKinney-Vento & Discipline Challenges 



TEHCY Discipline Resource Solutions & Outcomes 

Development: 
 TEHCY State Coordinator office created a unique collaboration with TEA’s Student Discipline 

Division and Self-Reported Data Unit (SRDU). 
 High-level overview and survey feedback led to webinars with scenario training for the state. 

Implementation: 
 In 2024-2025 we conducted webinars, released the first comprehensive resource. 
 In 2025-2026 we updated our guide to be more concise and user-friendly 

Texas has had a large adoption by LEAs with over 50 school districts in Texas have adopted the guide.   

Reduced Suspension Rates: The implementation of the first comprehensive resource has led to a 
15% reduction in suspension rates. 



TEHCY Student Success & Behavior Support Guide 

 Provides an overview of how to support and respond to 
students experiencing homelessness related to discipline. 

 Includes practices, procedures, and tools that LEAs will be 
able to use to strengthen services and supports to 
students experiencing homelessness. 

 Serves as both an orientation manual and a ready 
reference resource for new and experienced LEA leaders. 

 Released: October 1st , 2025 

Updated 



Why does Discipline and McKinney-Vento Matter? (p. 3) 



Why does Discipline and McKinney-Vento Matter? (p. 5) 



Key Principles to 
Understanding McKinney-

Vento Eligibility 



Key Principles to Understanding McKinney-Vento Eligibility (p. 6) 



Authority 



Federal Law & Texas Law and Policy (pgs. 7 – 8) 

McKinney-Vento Act 
42 USC, §11432(g)(1)(i) 

Texas Education Code 
Truancy Prevention 

Measures 
TEC §25.0915 

Texas Administrative 
Code 

Commissioner's Rules 
Concerning Truancy 
19 TAC §129.1043 

Texas Education Code    
Student Code of 

Conduct    
TEC §37.001 

Texas Education Code    
Suspension      
TEC §37.005 

Texas Education Code    
Positive Behavior 

Program    
TEC §37.0013 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2022.  All rights reserved.

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/commissioner-rules-tac/coe-tac-currently-in-effect/ch129bb.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/commissioner-rules-tac/coe-tac-currently-in-effect/ch129bb.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/commissioner-rules-tac/coe-tac-currently-in-effect/ch129bb.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=Sec.%2037.0013.%20%20POSITIVE,under%20Subsection%20(a).
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=Sec.%2037.0013.%20%20POSITIVE,under%20Subsection%20(a).
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=Sec.%2037.0013.%20%20POSITIVE,under%20Subsection%20(a).


Student Code of Conduct | TEC §37.001(a)(4)(f) 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2022.  All rights reserved.

The LEA Student Code of Conduct must specify: 

Circumstances in which a student may be removed from 
classroom, campus, DAEP, or vehicle owned or operated by the 

district. 

Conditions that authorize or require principal or administrator to 
transfer a student to a DAEP. 

Conditions under which a student may be suspended or expelled. 

Consideration of a student’s homeless status is required in all 
discipline decisions, including suspension, DAEP, expulsion, and 

JJAEP. TEC, §37.005(d) allows OSS for specific behaviors and 
authorizes parent requests for ISS. 

Updated per 
HB 6 (2025) 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=(d)%20%20A%20school,C.%20Section%2011434a.
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=(d)%20%20A%20school,C.%20Section%2011434a.
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=(d)%20%20A%20school,C.%20Section%2011434a.


Suspension | TEC §37.005(d) 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2022.  All rights reserved.

LEAs may assign OSS to a student experiencing homelessness if the student engages in 
conduct described in TEC §37.005(c)(1)–(4), which includes serious offenses such as weapons, 

drugs, threats to safety, or repeated classroom disruptions.TEC §37.005(c)(1)-(4) 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005


PEIMS Coding 
(Related to Discipline) 



Texas Student Data System (TSDS) PEIMS (pgs. 8, 11) 

 LEAs are required to report the homeless status of 
students by living situation in PEIMS. 

 This information lives in TSDS PEIMS: 

 C189 (Homeless Status Descriptors) and 

 C192 (Unaccompanied Youth Descriptors) 

 LEAs are required to report disciplinary information in 
TSDS PEIMS for all students who are subjected to a 
removal due to a discipline action. 

 C164 (Discipline Descriptors) 

 C165 (Behavior Descriptors) 

 PEIMS data for OSS is required under TEC §37.020 

http://tea.texas.gov/Reports_and_Data/Data_Submission/PEIMS/PEIMS_-_Overview
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.020
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.020
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.020


TSDS PEIMS: Discipline and McKinney Vento (p. 9) 

Youths experiencing homelessness are most commonly referred to these three (3) 
types of exclusionary discipline: ISS, OSS, and DAEP for violating student codes of 

conduct, which are the lowest level of disciplinary violation. 



Discipline Meeting for 
Decision-Making 



Discipline Meeting for Decision-Making (p. 13) 

To ensure effective disciplinary decision-making for students experiencing homelessness, it is 
encouraged that all disciplinary decisions be conducted through a collaborative team 

approach and not be made by a single individual, whenever possible. 



Coordinated Team Meeting (p. 14) 



Coordinated Team Meeting cont. (p. 14) 



Student Success & Behavior Support Guide (p. 16) 



Student Success & Behavior Support Guide cont. (p. 16) 



Next Steps and Considerations: Student Support 

 The campus behavior coordinator may 
coordinate with the LEA McKinney-
Vento liaison to identify appropriate 
alternatives to out-of-school 
suspension students experiencing 
homelessness. (TEC §37.005(d)). 
 LEAs should explore all available 

options, such as ISS and alternative 
means of receiving coursework, to 
meet the individual needs of each 
student. 

TEA Student Discipline Contact Information 
StudentDisciplineSupport@tea.texas.gov 

TEA Student Discipline 

mailto:StudentDisciplineSupport@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/student-discipline


Best Practices for 
Supporting Students 

Experiencing Homelessness 



Understanding Trauma and Homelessness: 
Implications for School Discipline Responses (p. 17) 

 Trauma can shape not only the individual’s behaviors but also the way 
they view the world. 

 The early experiences of young children have a tremendous influence on 
their developing brains, and trauma can have lifelong impacts. 



Disciplinary Considerations for Students Experiencing Homelessness (p. 18) 

In making disciplinary considerations for students experiencing 
homelessness, educational leaders need to be cognizant of how 
homelessness can be accompanied by trauma and stress factors 
due to the student living in transitional living situations. 
42 U.S.C., § 114311 ; TEC §37.001(a)(4)(F)

Prolonged lack of basic needs (e.g., food, water, clothing, etc.), 
frequent transitions between temporary living locations and 
changing of schools and widened gaps in academic and 
functional abilities (e.g., below grade level achievement, difficulty 
establishing relationships and trust with adults and peers, etc.) 
can contribute to the development of toxic stress. 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim#:%7E:text=%C2%A711431.%20Statement%20of,students%20are%20held.
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim#:%7E:text=%C2%A711431.%20Statement%20of,students%20are%20held.
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim#:%7E:text=%C2%A711431.%20Statement%20of,students%20are%20held.
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=specify%20that%20consideration,who%20is%20homeless%3B
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=specify%20that%20consideration,who%20is%20homeless%3B
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=specify%20that%20consideration,who%20is%20homeless%3B


Positive School Discipline Approaches | TEC §37.001(a)(8) (p. 19) 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=provide%2C%20as%20appropriate,making%20hit%20lists%3B
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=provide%2C%20as%20appropriate,making%20hit%20lists%3B
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm#37.005:%7E:text=provide%2C%20as%20appropriate,making%20hit%20lists%3B


Best Practices for Supporting Students Experiencing Homelessness 

Foster a sense of belonging through a positive, safe, welcoming, and inclusive school environment. 

Support social, emotional, physical, and mental health needs of all students through evidence-
based strategies.  

Recruit and retain a diverse educator workforce and increase educator capacity by adequately 
supporting high-quality teaching and learning. 

Ensure fair administration of student discipline policies in ways that treat students with dignity and 
respect (including through systemwide policy and staff development and monitoring strategies). 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2022.  All rights reserved



Tools and Strategies to 
Support Disciplinary 

Decision-Making 



Exclusionary Discipline: Code of Conduct Factors to Consider (p. 22) 

Before deciding whether to place a student in DAEP, there 
must be consideration of mitigating factors regardless of 
whether the action is mandatory or discretionary. 

Factors to consider as stated in TEC §37.001 include: 

• Was it self-defense? 
• Was there intent or lack of intent at the time the student engaged in the 

conduct? 
• What is the student’s disciplinary history? 
• Is there a disability that substantially impairs the student’s capacity to 

appreciate the wrongfulness of the student’s conduct? 
• Is student’s status identified as a student who is homeless? 
• Is the student's status identified as a student who is in the conservatorship of 

the Department of Family and Protective Services? 

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm


Exclusionary Discipline (p. 22) 

Additional 
considerations include: 

• Has the student been 
afforded the opportunity for 
behavioral interventions to 
be implemented? 

• What is the safety and/or risk 
factors of inappropriate 
behavior? 



Standalone Exclusionary Discipline Rubric Tool 

Purpose of the Tool 
 Designed to guide disciplinary decision-making for students 

experiencing homelessness. 
 Encourages a whole-child approach by considering mitigating 

factors before exclusionary discipline (e.g., DAEP placement or 
suspension). 

Instructions for Use 
 Schedule a discipline meeting with key personnel. 
 Bring formal and informal data (e.g., attendance, behavior 

history, IEP/504 plans). 
 Discuss each rubric area collaboratively and assign scores. 
 Use the worksheet to document decisions and next steps. 
 The tool can be included in disciplinary hearings as informal 

documentation. 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/tehcy-exclusionary-discipline-rubric-worksheets-2024.pdf


Team Meeting Worksheets 

Key Considerations 
 The rubric is flexible and not 

prescriptive 
 It supports collaborative, data-

informed, team-based decision-
making. 
 It prioritizes practices that are 

sensitive to student experiences 
and responsive to the needs of 
students experiencing 
homelessness. 
 It promotes relationship-centered 

approaches and comprehensive 
student support systems. 



Sample Scenario Interpretation 

Case Study Example 
A fictional student scenario illustrates 

how the rubric and worksheet can be 
applied. 
Demonstrates how mitigating factors 

(e.g., disability, trauma, homelessness) 
influence disciplinary decisions. 
Highlights alternative actions such as 

counseling, mentorship, and IEP review. 



Wrapping Up 



Key Actions and Next Steps for School Leaders (p. 23) 



Key Take-Aways from Today’s Presentation 

That was a lot of information! Let’s wrap up with a summarized list of key take-aways. 

• There are both federal and state law requirements for McKinney-Vento 
eligible students in relation to disciplinary matters. 

• Conduct a coordinated meeting with key stakeholders when considering 
discipline related decision-making for students experiencing 
homelessness. 

• Trauma can manifest in the classroom and schools in many ways. 
Educational leaders should be aware of how trauma can impact the 
behavior of students experiencing homelessness. 

• By addressing the underlying root causes of a student's conduct, as 
opposed to solely imposing a punishment, a positive school discipline 
approach yields a more effective impact on the whole child. 

Key Facts 

• TEHCY Student Success & Behavior Support Guide Resources 

https://tehcy.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/tehcy-student-success-behavior-support-guide
https://tehcy.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/tehcy-student-success-behavior-support-guide


TEHCY Student Success & Behavior Support Resources 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/tehcy-exclusionary-discipline-rubric-worksheets-2024.pdf


Thank You for Attending our Presentation! 

For technical assistance support, please contact us at: HomelessEducation@Tea.Texas.gov 

Dr. Desiree Viramontes 
McKinney Vento State 
Coordinator 

Highly Mobile and At-Risk (HMAR) 
Student Programs 

Dr. Ann H. Lê 
Manager of HMAR 

Highly Mobile and At-Risk 
(HMAR) Student Programs 

Mary Scott 
Student Policy/Discipline 
Specialist 

Office of Policy and 
Compliance 

mailto:HomelessEducation@Tea.Texas.gov
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