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S CARE Every Student Succeeds Act History
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= ESSA
= (2015) Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
" (2016) Changes related to students in foster care
" Measure accountability & student performance
= Shared responsibility of SEA, LEA & child welfare organizations
= Foster care education requirements should mirror each other:
= Federal child welfare law

= Fostering Connections to Success &
Increasing Adoptions Act

= Texas Education Code
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CARE ESSA, Fostering Connections and Texas Law
SUMMIT

EDUCATIONAL RIGHT FOR STUDENTS FOSTERING

Right to remain enrolled in same school upon
entering foster care

Right to remain enrolled in same school while in

v v v
foster care
Right to remain enrolled in the same school after i
exiting foster care
Right to remain enrolled in the same school until -
completing the highest grade offered at the school

v

When it is not in the child's best interest to remain (3 days under Texas

enrolled in the same school, immediate enrollment v v

in a new school law, but 2 days under

DFPS policy and

contract)
Enrollment in a school, even if the child is unable to v v
produce records normally required
v
Prompt records transfer when school move occurs v v
(10 working days)
. DFPS
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EDUCATIONAL RIGHT FOR STUDENTS FOSTERING
v >

Designated points of contact for cross-agency

collaboration to support school stability for (If the CWA notifies (LEA Foster Care
students the LEA in writing, Liaisons already
then the LEA will identified in AskTED)
*Child Welfare Agency (CWA) notify the CWA of
their POC).
Clear, written school transportation procedures v’
Assurance that each foster care placement will
consider current educational setting and the v
proximity to the school in which the child is
enrolled
v’

State edicat I ies (SEAS) t Lt (Texas law requires
ate educational agencies (SEAs) to calculate students in foster

grafdtiatlor1 _and dtrr::rpgu; rat:a;taind Ilqncludtecstu;lents v care to be captured
in foster care on the Federal State Report Car S PEIME which is

submitted to USDE necessary to fulfill

ESSA data reporting
requirements.)
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EDUCATIONAL STABILITY PROVISIONS IN ESSA - BASIC OVERVIEW

SCHOOL OF ORIGIN

EDUCATION
BEST INTEREST
DETERMINATION

STREAMLINED
TRANSITIONS

DESIGNATED POINTS OF
CONTACT (POC)

TRANSPORTATION

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

DATA COLLECTION AND
REPORTING

The school in which the student was enrolled upon entry into foster care or any subsequent
placemient change.

The decision-making process that determines what school setting is best for the child. ESSA
requires educators and child welfare systems to work together and collaboratively determine
which school setting is in the child's best interest, whenever possible.

The process for ensuring a student seamlessly transitions from one school to another, in the
event of a school move (see Chapter 11: The School Experience, on page 117).

A person who has been appointed by TEA, the LEA, or DFPS to coordinate the educational
needs of students in foster care.

LEAs and DFPS must work together to ensure that a child promptly receives transportation to
their school of origin when a determination is made that remaining in the school is in the child's
best interest.

A process between education and child welfare systems to resolve disputes concerning
education best interest decisions or transportation planning for a student in foster care to
continue attending the school of origin.

ESSA requires disaggregated data on students in foster care, including academic achievement,
dropout, and graduation information.'™ Previous reauthorizations, including No Child Left
Behind, did not require this information to be collected, disaggregated, and reported by TEA.
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S CARE ESSA Activity
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Locate persons
(up to 4 people) at
another table and

discuss:

What are your NMEICRAYUEIMER
policies and worked and not
procedures for ESSA worked with your
implementation? ESSA implementation.

What is your district
doing to ensure ESSA
implementation?

DFPS
. )
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Overview Requirements

e ESSA
e Title I- Part A

Resources Available

e TASB document: Student Welfare Student Support Services (FFC Regulation)
e TASB document: Individual Transportation Planning Template (Exhibit B)

e USDE Non-Regulatory Guidance

e Foster Care Guide Reference (Chapter 8)

Panel: Best practices from LEAs & DFPS Education Specialist

Q&A Session

DFPS
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S CARE ESSA and Transportation Planning

FOSTER
SISUMMIT

" Procedures will also ensure that if there are additional costs* incurred in providing
transportation to the school of origin, LEAs will provide it if:

* The LEA is reimbursed by the child welfare agency;
* The LEA agrees to pay the costs; or

* The LEA and the child welfare agency agree to share the costs

20 U.S.C. §6312(c)(5)(B)(ii)

*Additional costs incurred should reflect the difference between what an LEA otherwise
would spend to transport a student to his/her assigned school and the cost of transporting a
child in foster care to their school of origin (USDE/HHS Non-Regulatory Guidance, p. 7-8).
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= LEA Title | plans must contain assurances that LEAs will collaborate with the
state or local child welfare agency to:

* Develop and implement clear written procedures for how transportation will be
provided, arranged and funded to maintain students in foster care in their schools of
origin, when in their best interest, for the duration of their time in foster care.

20 U.S.C. §6312(c)(5)(B)

* Procedures will ensure that students in foster care needing transportation to schools
of origin will promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner and in
accordance with section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act 42 U.S.C. §675(4)(A)

20 U.S.C. §6312(c)(5)(B)(i)
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Foster Care Student Identification

Procedure 2023-2024

Foster Parent/Guardian
= Fill out Student Annual Update Survey [Foster Care Survey]
PEIMS Data Specialist

= Review the Annual Update Survey

*= |f Foster Parent/Guardian answers yes to Question #1 or Question #12, the Campus PEIMS Data Specialist request Form
2085 from the Foster Parent/Guardian

*= The Campus PEIMS Data Specialist will review Form 2085 from the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS)
and code the foster care student in PEIMS as foster care

® Inthe zhsence of Form 2085, the PEIMS Data Specialist will notify the Campus Foster Care Champlon or the
Social Services Specialist (assigned to the campus)

Campus Foster Care Champion or Social Services Specialist

¥ The Campus Foster Care Champion or Social Services Specialist will contact the Foster Parent/Guardian to requast
Form 2085 (If the Foster Parent/Guardian did not provide Form 2085 to the PEMIS Data Specialist)

= The Campus Foster Care Champion or Social Services Specialist will complete the Foster Care Enrollment &
Withdrawal Checklist

= If the foster care student needs transpartation, the Campus Foster Care Champion or Social Services Specialist will
complete the Bus Transportation Requast Form

= The Campus Foster Care Champion or Sodial Services Specialist will contact the Department of Family and Pratective
Services (DFPS) Caseworker and Foster Care Parent/Guardian ta provide their contact infarmation and conduct a
needs assessment

= [Ensure that students in foster care receive school nutritien and meal programs without further application

= The Campus Foster Care Champion will fill cut the gocgle doc shared by the District Foster Care Champion and
update the documentation in their foster care binder

District Foster Care Champion

= Provide engeing training and support to the PEIMS Data Specialists, Campus Foster Care Champions, and Sccial
Sefvices Specialists

= Audit Foster Care binders semi-annually

= [Feview google doc and submit monthly foster care report to Principals, Campus Foster Care Champions, PEIMS Data
Specialists, Social Services Specialists, and Director of Student Nutrition Services

= Collaborate with Regien 6A-Harris County DFPS Education Specialist to keep updated on the Foster Care & Student
Suceess - Education Laws and Guidance

What are your district’s protocols for transportation for students in foster care?

* Completing a Bus Transportation Request Form to inform our transportation department
about the need for

o (a.) Regular Transportation or
o (b.) Special Education Transportation; once we have verified that the foster care
student is not within the walk zone.

* The transportation form will be completed by the Registrar/PEIMS Data
Specialist/Counselor and sent to the transportation department.

* A copy of the form will be provided to the foster care parent and emailed to the District
Foster Care Champion.

Do you have written transportation plans for students in foster care?

* Yes. We utilize a Google document to track our students in foster care. Along with the
foster care transportation form.

What best practices are you willing to share for transportation for students in foster care?

* Include all systems of care when working with students in foster care who need
transportation.

* Each person/agency involved plays a critical role in ensuring the academic, social, and
emotional success of students in foster care by working collaboratively to ensure foster
care students are transported to school based on their individual needs for transportation
services.
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Pause to Process
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TASB Student Welfare, Student Support Services (FFC Regulation)

TASB Student Welfare, Student Support Services (Exhibit B)

USDE Non-Regulatory Guidance

Foster Care Guide
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TASB: Student Welfare, Student Support Services
FFC Regulation) - Page 1

STUDENT WELFARE

FFC

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (REGULATION)

Transportation of
Students in Foster
Care

Definitions
Additional Costs

School of Crigin

DATE ISSUED: 3/6/2017

UPDATE 53

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) addresses additional pro-
tections for students in foster care and establishes a system of joint
responsibility for school districts, the state education agency, and
the state and local child welfare agencies to ensure the educational
stability of students in foster care. [See TEA's Foster Care & Stu-
dent Success website at hifp:/ftea texas goviFosterCareStudent-
Successiresources/ for resources, including a detailed Q&A docu-
ment, and the U.S. Department of Education and Health and
Human Services’ Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational
Stability for Children in Foster Care at hitp-/fiwww ed.gov/pol-
icylelsecileq/essaledhhsfostercarenonrequlatorguids . pdf ]

ESSA requires each Texas school district to collaborate with the
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) to de-
velop and implement clear, writien procedures for howtransporia-
tion to maintain a studentin foster care in his or her school of origin
{unless itis notin the student's best interest) will be provided, ar-
ranged, and funded. The procedures must ensure that the trans-
portation will be provided promptly, in a cost-effective manner, in
accordance with federal child welfare Title V-E funding require-
ments [section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 US.C.
675(4)(A)], and ensure that if there are any additional costs in-
curred in providing transportation to maintain the student in his or
her school of origin, the District will provide the transporiation if:

s+ The child welfare agency agrees to reimburse the District for
the additional costs;

- The District agrees to pay the additional costs; or

- The child welfare agency and District agency split the addi-
tional costs.

By Decemher 10, 2016, and annually thereafter as directed by
TEA, the District must provide an assurance to TEAIn the District’s
Title | Plan and eGrants application that the district has transporta-
tion procedures meeting the abowve reguirements.

“Additional costs” reflect the difference between what the District
would spend to transport a student to the assigned school and the
cost of transporting a student in foster care to his or her schoal of
origin. Tile |, Part A funds may be used to pay for additional frans-
portation costs in Title | districts.

The school of origin is the school in which a student is enrolled at
the time of placement in foster care or a change in placement. A
student in foster care is entitled to remain enrolled in his or her
school of origin unless it is determined not to be in the student’s
best interest to stay at that school. Texas law allows a student in

1of 7

FFC(REGULATION)-RREM

Transportation of Students in Foster Care

= Addresses additional protections for
students in foster care

= Establishes a system of joint
responsibility for school districts,
state education agencies, and state &
local child welfare agencies to ensure
the educational stability of students
in foster care.

Definitions
= Additional Costs
= School of Origin
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= FOSTER | TASB: Student Welfare, Student Support Services

SICARE i -
Oy (FFC Regulation) - Page 2

STUDENT WELFARE FFC
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (REGULATION)

foster care to remain at the school of origin through the highest
grade level offered by that school, even if the student exits foster

care.
Best-Interest DFPS makes the final decision regarding whether itis in a stu-
Determination dent’s best interest to remain in the school of origin. District staff

may be asked to provide information on the “educational best inter- H T4 H .
est” of the student to support education decision-making based on D efl n I t I O n S CO nt I n u e .
what is best for the student academically, including social and emo-
tional development. [See FFC(EXHIBIT) for educational best-inter-
est factors.] The federal Non-Regulatory Guidance provides a list . .
of factors that should be considered in determining the student’s ] B t I t t D t m t
educational best interest. Transportation costs or funding cannot e S n e re S e e r I n a I O n
be considered as a factor in making the best-interest determina-
tion.

L] L L L
District Foster Care The District foster care liaison is a District employee who facilitates [ | D t t F t C L
Liaison the enroliment in or transfer to a public school of a student in the I S rl C O S e r a re I a I S O n
District who is in the conservatorship of the state. The District’s fos-

ter care liaison is considered the designated point of contact for
collaboration with DFPS on transportation procedures.

;I'hT Districtrhaj\s de‘si?:at;_egpt\zlic;l:géving tstaff.person as the District u FO Ste r Ca re
: Child Welfare Agency
s s Child Welfare Contact

Foster Care Foster care means 24-hour substitute care for children placed
away fromtheir parent or guardian and for whomthe child welfare
agency has placement and care responsibility. This includes, but is
not limited to, placements in foster family homes, homes of rela-
tives and kin, group homes, emergency shelters, residential facili-
ties, child-care institutions, and pre-adoptive homes.

Name:

Position:

Child Welfare In Texas, the DFPS is the relevant child welfare agency for collabo-

Agency ration on transportation procedures. Child Protective Services
(CPS) is the division of DFPS that works with districts on issuesre-
lated to students in foster care.

Child Welfare Adistrict receiving Title I, Part A funds must collaborate with the

Contact DF PS-designated contact, including efforts to develop transporta-
tion procedures, if DFPS notifies a district, in writing, that the
agency has designated an employee to serve as a point of contact

®, Chi ¢ VB  TEXAS
DATE ISSUED: 3/6/2017 20f7 )c ChlldanS Department
UPDATE 53 Commission. o  of Familyand
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TASB: Student Welfare, Student Support Services
(FFC Regulation) - Page 3

STUDENT WELFARE FFC

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (REGULATION) D efi n iti O n S CO nti n u e d :

for the district. CPS regional education specialists and CPS service
programadministrators will serve as the points of contact in each °

region. Contact information for these individuals is located on the u T I t e I V— E F u n S
DFPS, CPS webpage at https://www.dfps.state .tx.us/Child_Protec-

tion/State_Care/education.asp and http://tea.texas.gov/Foster-
CareStudentSuccess/resources/.

Title IV-E Funds The Social Security Act allows federal child welfare Title IV-E funds G e n e ra I Tra n S p O rtat i O n P ro Ce d u re S

to be used for food, clothing, shelter, andreasonable travel for the
student in foster care to remain in the school in which the student
is enrolled at the time of placement. These funds are part of the
caregiver reimbursement rates for children placed in a foster home; M M
however, children in foster care who are placed with a relative or a O e n S u re t at t ra n S p O rtat I O n I S
kin may not be eligible for Title M-E funds. Because there is cur-

rently not a mechanism for direct reimbursement or distribution to . . .
school districts of Title V-E funds, districts are encouraged to con- d d ' I l t I h t

sider other funding mechanisms for additional transportation costs p rOV I e rO W e n I I S
to the school of origin.

General To ensure that transportation is provided promptly when it is deter- d ete r m i n e d t h a t a St u d e n t i n

Transportation mined that a student in foster care will remain in the school of

Procedures origin, the District has developed the following transportation pro- - - -
cedures. These procedures provide a mechanismfor providing f t I I m t h
transportation in the event of a dispute between the Districtand O S e r Ca re W I re a I n I n e
DFPS over the payment of any additional costs incurred in provid-
ing transportation, and they will guide the development of an indi- . .
vidual transportation plan for a student needing transportation to S C O O O O r I g I n
his or her school of origin. The District must ensure transportation

is provided to the school of origin while any disputes regarding ad-
ditional costs are resolved.

In developing these procedures, the District has taken the following | G u i d e S t h e d eve I O p m e nt Of a n

steps to involve the DFPS child welfare contact and the CPS re-
gional director: (List all outreach efforts to DFPS. To fulfill ESSA as-

i : ¥ L L L L]
e T individual transportation plan for
the development of transportation procedures.).

The following District staff wers involived in the development of a stu d ent nee d in g trans po rtation

these procedures: (Adjust to reflect District participants, which may
include the Title | director, the foster care liaison, the transportation

. . e 2 ay L L] L]
e o e L ek s to his or her school of origin.

needed for final approval.).

Funding Strategies The District and DFPS have identified the following funding options R R
that may be implemented if additional costs to transport a student
in foster care to the school of origin are determined, includingwhen 0 u n I n g t ra t e g I e S
there is a dispute over the payment of those additional costs:
DATE ISSUED: 3/6/2017 3of 7

FEeRE S Amon- s ¢ Shildren’s R oo
Commission. A@ of Pamily and

SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS PERMANENT JUDICIAL Texas Education Agency Protective Services

COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES




5{FOSTER TASB: Student Welfare, Student Support Services

SCARE (FFC Regulation) - Page 4
SUMMIT

General Transportation Procedures
continued

STUDENT WELFARE FFC
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (REGULATION)

[Adjust the items below to include those agreed upon by the
District and DFPS. Consider any cost-sharing strategies that
the District has used successfully with neighboring districts

I traS G U H T NG AT ATIOISes (oo or el = Transpo rtation Strate g| es that m ay

school of origin or any other programs where transportation
costs are shared.]

. Cost sharing between the District and DFPS through use of a b e CO n S i d e re d i n a C h i eVi n g

specific transportation strategy in which each party is respon-
sible for a segment of the transportation;

\ intofcot oy DR, s T E Rl transportation to a student’s school

to a foster parent or caregiverfor transportation;
L] L]
. Cost sharing between the school district of attendance and f
the school district where the student is living; O O r I g I n .
. Use of the District’s Title | funds;

o Use of Medicaid reimbursements if an individualized educa-

et vkl i = Consider any strategies that have

services will include transportation as a related service;

«  Use of any available grant funds; and been used SucceSSfUIly to transport

o [Other].

ol s Tt fevingiransperialion shraeolos meay be oo Kteredln students who are homeless to and

[Adjust the items below to include those agreedupon by the
District and DFPS. Consider any strategies that have been H H H

used successfully to transport students who are homeless to ro l I I t e I r S C O O O O r I g I n a n
and from their school of origin and effective practices cur-
rently usedto share transportation costs with neighboring

et sommantypanars o shers effective practices currently used

. Arranging transportation by the foster parent or caregiverto
the school of origin or to a bus stop on a route to the school of

o ot nohon the foster pasent e wiha cortam to share transportation costs with

distance fromthe school of origin;

. Arranging transportation by a relative or another adult ap- H H H H H
proved by DFPS with whom the student has a relationship nelg Orl ng IS rIC S’ COl I I l I I u n I y
and whose existing commute aligns with the student’s trans-
portation need to the school of origin or a bus stop on a route

to the school of origin; pa rtners, Or OtherS.

. Maximizing the existing District transportation systemby ex-
ploring ways the student can be transported to an existing bus
stop that serves the school of origin (options to transport the

DATE ISSUED: 3/6/2017 40f 7 DFPS
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TASB: Student Welfare, Student Support Services
(FFC Regulation) - Page 5

STUDENT WELFARE

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Individual
Transportation Plan

DATE ISSUED: 3/6/2017
UPDATE 53

FFC
(REGULATION)

student to an existing bus stop could occur through use of
public transportation with a bus pass or transportation
voucher, or transportation by the foster parent or caregiver, a
relative, or another adult approved by DFPS with whom the
student has a relationship);

L3 Using existing intradistrict transportation options that allow
students to be transported within the District, such as routes
for students who are homeless, students attending magnet
programs, or students receiving special education services
(this option may require the addition of a bus stop on an exist-
ing route or that an existing route be rerouted to accommo-
date the transportation needs);

. Coordinating with the district in which the student s living to
provide transportation to District boundaries or an existing bus
stop within the District;

. Evaluating whether an IEP for a student receiving special ed-
ucation services will include transportation to the student’s
special education programat the school of origin as a related
service;

. Contracting with a private transportation company, such as a
taxi service, for the student’s transportation needs;

. Using public transportation with a bus pass or transportation
voucher;

o Adding a District transportation route; or
o [Other].

Unless DFPS determines thatit is not in the bestinterest of a stu-
dentin foster care to remain in the school of origin, the District fos-
ter care liaison will take steps to promptly collaborate with relevant
DFPS staff, including the DFPS child welfare contact, on how
transportation to the school of origin will be provided, arranged,
and funded.

When possible, and to allowfor adequate consideration of the stu-
dent’s needs, individual transportation planning will begin in ad-
vance of placement changes and will occur in coordination with the
consultation on the student’s educational best interest. [See
FFC(EXHIBIT) for educational best-interest factors.]

The District foster care liaison will convene a meeting to establish
an individualized transportation plan for the student. The liaison will
attempt to include the student’s DFPS education decision-maker
and others who may be involved in education decision-making for

S5of 7
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General Transportation Procedures
continued

* Individual Transportation Plan

= The District foster care liaison will
convene a meeting to establish an
individualized transportation plan
for the student.

= District foster care liaison will take
steps to promptly collaborate with
relevant DFPS staff, including the
DFPS child welfare contact.
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STUDENT WELFARE FFC
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (REGULATION)

the student, such as the student’s caseworker, foster parent or
caregiver, and the court-appointed special advocate (CASA). The
District foster care liaison may also involve other District staff, as
appropriate. The liaison will involve the District transportation direc-
tor if the individual transportation plan will involve adjustments to
existing bus routes.

If necessary, the District foster care liaison will identify a short-term
transportation strategy that may be used until the final transporta-
tion plan is completed so that the student can remain at the school

S RGeSl Bl General Transportation Procedures

In evaluating transportation options to the school of origin, partici-
pants will prioritize student safety, cost effectiveness, reliability, and

time and distance of the commute. CO nt i n u e d

Determining To identify whether additional costs will be incurred in an individual

Additional Costs transportation plan to transport the student to the school of origin,
the foster care liaison will consult with the District transportation di- . o . e
rector to calculate the cost of transporting the student to the school D t Ad d t I C t
that the student would otherwise attend, which will be used as a u e e rl I l I n I n g I I O n a OS S
comparison. In accordance with the federal Non-Regulatory Guid-
ance, if the District is able to provide transportation throughan es-
tablished bus route, there are no additional costs. If the District will - . . .
reroute buses or provide transportation through a private vehicle or I d d I T t t P |
transportation company, the District may consider as additional n IVI u a ra n S O r a I O n a n
costs the cost of rerouting buses or the difference between the

special transportation costs andthe usual transportation costs. E I e m e n tS

Individual The individual transportation plan may include:
Transportation Plan

Elements . Adaily transportation strategy;

o One or more backup transportation strategies;

o Transportation strategies to allow participation in after-school
and extracurricular activities;

o A description of the funding strategy thatwill be used if addi-
tional costs to transport the student to the school of origin are
identified;

. Identification of who is responsible for each aspect of the
transportation strategy;

. Designation of an adult to accompany younger students, if
necessary, such as when public transportation is used;

. For transportation strategies with multiple segments, sign off
procedures to ensure that the student safely and successfully
completes each segment;

DATE ISSUED: 3/6/2017 6of 7 . )
UPDATE 53 ).c Chlldr§n§ " ggﬁﬁiﬂt
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TASB: Student Welfare, Student Support Services
(FFC Regulation) - Page 7

Individual
Transportation Plan
Elements

The individual transportation plan may include:

A daily transportation strategy;
One or more backup transportation strategies;

Transportation strategies to allow participation in after-school
and extracurricular activities,

A description of the funding strategy thatwill be used if addi-
tional costs to transport the student to the school of origin are
identified;

Identification of who is responsible for each asped of the
transportation strategy;

Designation of an adult to accompany younger students, if
necessary, such as when public transportation is used;

For transportation strategies with multiple segments, sign off
procedures to ensune that the student safely and successfully
completes each segment;

A communication protocol between the District and DFPS
when transportation for a student is no longer needed; and

Aregular review process for adjusting transportation strate-
gies when circumstances change.

The final individual transportation plan will require a signature by

the foster care liaison and a District official who has authority to ap-
prove any additional expenditures. The DFPS education decision-
maker and the foster parent or caregiver, if different from the edu-

cation decision-maker, will also be asked to sign the plan.

General Transportation
Procedures continued

" Individual Transportation
Plan Elements

" The final individual
transportation plan will
require a signature by the
foster care liaison and a

District official who has the

authority to approve any
additional expenditures.

Chlldrens TEXAS
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Exhibit B — Individual Transportation Planning

Template for Students in Foster Care
srumervee S = To guide education and child welfare
Exhibit B—individual Transportation Plan Templats parties in the transportation
for Student in Foster Care . . .
Mot o oo s o s o G planning, whenever transportation is
Bunm:::;mmm; MMMMMMMMMMMMMMM needed'
e s e e = Recommend utilizing for all
s transportation planning
mor— arrangements

R = Helps to clarify needs and
R—— | expectations.

oo e = 5 Planning Sections

ooyt e o = 4-page tool/resource

B = Located on TEA and TASB’s websites.

Chlldrens TEXAS (& Dm
_ . : : . Comm1ssmn A of Pamily and 93¢
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/tasb-ffc-exhibit-2023.pdf oo Y
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5| FOSTER Exhibit B — Individual Transportation Plan

§ﬁ,‘$,,EM,T Template for Students in Foster Care

Additional Costs of Transportation
= Additional costs description

o Mamxmmwwxﬂlﬁﬁmm = Estimate of transportation
foster care to his or her school of origin. In accordance with the federal Non-Regu- .
latory Guidance, ifthe District is able to provide transportation through an estab- costs to the aSSIgned school
lished bus route, there are no additional costs. If the District will reroute buses of

Diic o consider 25 o oss he cosof roting uses o el = Estimate of providing
ence between the special transportation costs and the usual transportation costs,

transportation under plan

Additional Costs of Transportation ]

As a comparison for determining whether additional costs will be incurred in transporting the = Assessment if there are

student to the school of origin, the cost of transporting the student to the school that the stu- ol e .

dent ok ohenwe atend s siated 05 : ‘additional’ transportation

The cost estimate of providing transportation under this plan is estimated 1o be: COStS

Thus, the cost of providing daily transportation for the student to the school of origin under ’

this uire additional These additional will be funded in the . oy e

oy mamer - o = Describe how additional

Eusrion how tho adkfens! cose i bo Amdud nd whot fmding sosmees e el costs will be funded and
what funding sources are
available.

seci, TEMR

Texas Education Agency Protective Services
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ER%ER Exhibit B — Individual Transportation Plan
SisummiT| Template for Students in Foster Care

S— Transportation
ARt Ripats s o Ris i ouchL o of o Comtmot AMchIN? :
v s st i b oot scCompary younge students n ary sogments: = Plan for the short term, while
and the like.] o .
U e oty Yaraprtaion o can e flyInlomerid, it Faporson route being established.
the school of origin will be provided in the following manner:
= Daily transportation plan

available
e kel gt vl e s g = How to plan for unanticipated
tion will be provided in the following manner:

events

_ = Steps for ensuring student is

Tokowing $p8 will be italed 10 ansure thl the student  sble 1o gl 10 4chool o tme: :
[Oesci th tape that should b takan, by wham, by whet e able to get to school on time.

= After school activities

The studen! participates in after-school activities on the following days thal require adjust-
ments to the daily transportation mathod:

[Describe the days and times of after-school activities.)

Chlldrens TEXAS (& Dm
Comm1ssmn A of Pamily and 93¢
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Exhibit B — Individual Transportation Plan
Template for Students in Foster Care

Review and Termination

This plan will be reviewed when any circumstances have changed that affect implementation
of the plan and at the beginning of each semester.

Upon the student’s axit from foster care, the student can remain in the school of origin until
they complete the highest grade level offered at the school. The

(title and name of the responsible DFPS staff) will notify the District foster care liaison so that
this transportation plan may be reviewed.

Foster care liaison’s signature:

Date:

Superintendent’s signalure:

Date:

{Or signature of other District official who has authority fo approve any additional expendi-
tures required by this plan.)

DFPS education decision-maker’s signature:

Date:

Foster parent or caregiver's signature (if different
from the education decision-maker):

Date:

! Texas Education Agency's Foster Care and Student Success website: hitp-\tea texas govFoster-
CareStudentSuccess/

# Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability for Children in Foster Care:

MDA ] QO DORCY e ISac Mg eSS edhNEIGs larca renonrgguia 1o gurche. Do

Review and Termination

= Review of plan when
circumstances change, at
the beginning of each
semester.

= Signatures from FC Liaison;
Superintendent/District
Official; DFPS Education-
Decision-Maker; Foster
parent or caregiver.

X Commision. 1| EA




ER%EER USDE Non-Regulatory Guidance — Foster Care

SISUMMIT

Under the Congressional Review Adt, Congress has passod, and the President has
signed, a resolution of disapproval of ithe sccountability and S4ate plans final
regulations that were published on November 29, 2016 (81 FR 86076), This guidance
document is unaffected by that resolution and remains applicable.

o
® £
* Transportation questions

Non-Regulatory Guidance: (numbe I'S 21-32)
Ensuring Educational Stability for
Children in Foster Care

e Https://www?2.ed.gov/policy/else
c/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonre
gulatorguide.pdf

LS. Departmeont of Education and LS. Dy of Health and Hwmas Soracos.

Gaidance o the Foster Care Provissoms in Title L Part A of the Elomentary and Secondary Education Act
of 1968, s Amendad by the Every Stadent Sucoceds Act of 2018

Jume 23, H16

Ch11drens TEXAS (& Dm
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Foster Care Guide — Resource Reference

=" Who is responsible for coordinating & funding transportation
of students in foster care to their school of origin?

Under ESSA, LEAs & DFPS are responsible to coordinate & promptly ensure
that students receive transportation to their school of origin, when needed.

LEASs receiving Title | funds are required to develop & implement clear
written procedures in coordination with DFPS, when determining how

transportation to the school of origin will be provided, arranged & funded.

Procedures must ensure that transportation will be provided promptly & in a cost-effective manner.

o|f there are any additional costs for transporting a student to the school of origin, the LEA must provide transportation if:
*DFPS agrees to reimburse the LEA for the additional transportation cost,
*The LEA agrees to pay for the additional transportation, or
eThe LEA & DFPS agree to share the additional transportation cost.

Chapter 8, page 92 _
. Children’s TEXAS ,.,! Y)
e, TEM 5o ®
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N ER&EER Foster Care Transportation - Continued

SISUMMIT

=" Who is responsible for coordinating & funding transportation
of students in foster care to their school of origin?

LEAs should review their transportation plans and
procedures annually with DFPS.

@Y I some instances, LEAS may coordinate with other
FURY LEAS across neighboring school and district

%

Chapter 8, page 92
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FOSTER

CARE Transportation Panel Questions
SUMMIT

;f Tell us about how foster care transportation works in your LEA/DFPS?

ﬁ What your districts protocols for transportation for students in foster care? Do you have any policies in

place to support this? What about at DFPS?

ws  Whatare some tips for LEA FC Liaisons and working with the transportation department? What are tips
from a DFPS perspective in partnering with the school on transportation coordination?

mnnn What are some of the barriers/and or challenges that impact transportation planning? What about for
" DFPS?

ﬂftl What best practices are you willing to share regarding transportation to support students in foster care?

DFPS
Children’s B TEXAS (¢
C Commission. A S\ Ny, 77
® of Family and \\&
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Points of Contact DFPS Education
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Overview
e LEA POC

Community

ESSA Document Breakout
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ESSA

Federal law requires Local Education
Agency (LEAs)to designate an ESSA
Foster Care Point of Contact (POC) to
coordinate with the local child welfare
agency concerning immediate
enrollment, education best interest,
transportation, collaboration and other
ESSA requirements that support school
stability for students in foster care.

/

State law states that each school
district and open-enrollment charter
school shall appoint at least one
employee to act as a liaison to
facilitate the enrollment in or transfer
to a public school of a child in the
district who is in the conservatorship

of the state.

/

DFPS

. Children’s TEXAS (& s
) Department % v
Commission. P\, 7
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FOSTER Points of Contact (POC)

S CARE
SISUMMIT

o ’ LEA POC

! Regional

! DI UG DFPS POC

’ State ’ ESC Foster Care

DFPS POC Champions

Children’s TEXAS [FBod)
)C Comrmsswn A Department (%) W
'ces
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Designated Points of Contact

TEA has a designated
ESSA Foster Care Point of
Contact (POC) to support

The DFPS Education
Specialist in DFPS State

ESSA Foster Care Office servpecs)gs the state
requirements. '
4 ) 4 )
DFPS Education Specialist
coordinates with TEA Foster
This POC is separate from Care POC as well as DFPS
the McKinney-Vento POC. regional education
specialists.
o J o J

Chlldrens TEXAS (¥
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— FOSTER Loc.:al Edrcatlon Agencies
8 CARE Points of Contact

SISUMMIT

" LEA Foster Care (POC) is responsible for building capacity
and infrastructure within their district to support
students in foster care and ensure LEAs fulfill both state
and federal educational requirements.

= Certain education professionals at the LEA may be a
natural fit considering their job responsibilities:
= Authority to champion or lead multi-departmental efforts
= Work with mobile students or special populations
= Serve as a high-level administrator
" Directors and leaders in student support services
" Counselor administrators

>. Children’s

C Commission.
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T 3
Highly Mobile and At-Risk (HMAR) Programs | TEA’s ASkTED Database System EH

Introduction

AskTED is an online directory of Texas school information, including charter x‘ f-'
schoals. The directory is primarily used by people seeking contact information @ r‘
for schools, districts, and education service centers. AskTED is a real-time d f
database that is updated regularly by Texas LEAs. Texas Education Direclory

To that end, Texas School Districts and Open-Enroliment Charter Schools are required to have both
Homeless and Foster Care Liaisons as individual designated roles for all LEAs. The information must be
maintained and stored in AskTED. It is important for LEAs to keep this information regularly updated, so
that McKinney-Vento and Foster Care Liaison information is publicly available, and these points of
contacts are available to support students and remove barriers related to school transitions and
maobility.

Submitting or Updating Liaison Information

Each LEA needs to ensure the contact information for their designated liaison is current and up to date
throughout the school year. When information needs to be updated (e.g., change of designated staff,
phone number, or email address), these changes need to be submitted to the AskTED database.

* For school districts, changes and/or submissions will be completed to TEA through each school
district’s AskTED administrator.

* For charter schools, AskTED updates are to be emailed directly to the Charter School Division at
TEA at CharterSchools@tea state.tw.us. More information can be found here for Charter Schools.
Steps to Search for Liaison Information

There are two (2) ways to access AskTED.
1. Go to TEA Webpage -» Select AskTED from Popular Applications in the dark blue menu at the
top.

pular Appl s RSTED  ECOS for Educators  Grant Opportunities  Secure Applications  TEALlogin SIS

2. Navigate directly to AskTED Webpage.

When on AskTED homepage, users can use the drop-down menus at the top of the page to access the
Texas Education Directory Customized Reports and Data Files. Under the ‘Search by’ menu, you will find
searches for School, District, County, Region, and Texas.

Updated September 2024

Database for State Foster Care
Point of Contact

= TEA, AskTED Directory. You can
view and download district and
charter school foster care liaison
contact information in AskTED.
Information is available by
district, region, and county.

= TEA, Guidance on Locating
Foster Care Liaison Information
in AskTED.

).C Children’s VB  TEXAS
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Education Service Center Foster Care Champions

ESC Region Name Email
Region 1 Manual Salinas Mansalinas@escl.net
Region 2 Veronica Benavides-Gonzales Veronica.benavides-gonzales@esc2.us
Region 3 Kaitlin Sulak Ksulak@esc3.net
Region 4 LaShonda Evans Lashonda.evans@esc4.net
8 Twiana Collier Twiana.collier@esc4.net
Region 5 Brenda Thompson Brendat@esc5.net
Region 6 Albert H. Archuleta Aarchuleta@esc6.net
Region 7 Tara Evers Tevers@esc7.net
Region 8 Nikki Jones Njones@reg8.net
Region 9 Taniqua Blakely Taniqua.blakely@esc9.net
Region 10 Anne Caldwell Anne.caldwell@region10.org
Region 11 Lesley Cathey Lcathey@escll.net
Region 12 Amberly Walker Awalker@esc12.net
Radlonid3 Jerretta Jimmerson Davenport Jerretta.jimmersondavenport@esc13.txed.net
J
8 Cheryl Myers Cheryl.myers@esc13.txed.net
Region 14 Tina Haywood Thaywood@esc14.net
Region 15 Lesley Casarez Lesley.casarez@esc15.net
Region 16 Lawana Pulliam Lawana.pulliam@esc16.net
il Aphillips@esc17.net
Region 17 Anna Phillips p | ips@
Scotta Knight Sknight@esc17.net
Region 18 Sharla Gersbach Sharla.gersbach@esc18.net
Kimberly Guerrero Koguerrero@esc19.net
Region 19 ¥ e 8 @
Jacquelyn Ross Jrosas@esc19.net
Region 20 Lisa Ranallo Lisa.ranallo@esc20.net

@, Children’s
)C Commission.

SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS PERMANENT JUDICIAL
COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES
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FOSTER DFPS Education Specialist

S CARE
SISUMMIT

Roles of the Education Specialist:

Communicate and advocate for educational
needs

Focus on ensuring academic records are tracked

Participate in Admission, Review, and Dismissal
(ARD) conferences

Create better educational outcomes for youth in
foster care

Trainings/Consortiums

Ch ldf CHS TEXAS “;‘DFPS‘\“
c Comrnlssmn A Pa“ment N 7
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DFPS State & Regional Points of Contact

Region

1

2

3E

3W

4

5

6A Harris County only
6B All other counties
7

8

9/10

11

12 (State Office)

Specialist

Pauline Taylor

Terri Powdrill

Jorge Sanchez
Blythe Ortega

Kathy Thurman

Keri Louviere

Felicia Bennett Chambers

lennifer Heimbach

Tammy Lee

Makada Ward

Haleigh Flores

Mitzi Puentes

Felicia Penn

C

Children’s

Comrmsswn

Phone Number

(800) 786-4961
(325) 340-2873
(512) 460-8730
(817) 781-0217
(903) 440-333%9
(409) 221-158%9
(832) 454-5874
(936) 524-0693
(512) 581-8132
(210) 213-3524
(325) 262-0527
(950) 257-6255

(737) 249-8357

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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DFPS State Point of Contact

* Felicia Penn, MSW, MA Ed/AET

= felicia.penn@dfps.texas.gov

Children’s
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FOSTER State Education Point of Contact

CARE
SUMMIT = Dr. LaTrenda Watson

= fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov

)C Chlldrens
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DFPS Guidance POC

Education and Child Welfare Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
Designated Points of Contact for Students in Foster Care

ESSA requires designated points of contact for child welfare and education agencies to support school stability for

students in foster care (i.e., education best-interest, transportation coordination).

Every year, the local child welfare agency must notify the local education agency (LEA) of their child welfare point of
contact. After this notification is received, the LEA is required to inform the local child welfare agency of their designated

point of contact in writing. The Texas Department of Family Protective Services}DFPS} Educational Specialist serves as the

Foster Care & Student
Success Guide, Chapter 8.

the Child Welfare Point of Contact for ESSA purposes. Similarly, the LEA Point o

Contact notifications occur.

DFPS Education Specialist
Communication to LEAs

AUGUST:

DFPS Education Specialist sends email to the LEA Foster Care
Liaison contact identified in AskTED (includes both districts and
open-enrollment charter schools).

7-10 DAYS:

Upon receipt, the LEA responds to the DFPS Education Specialist
with the name of the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact (who in most
instances is the LEA Foster Care Liaison).

1 WEEK FOLLOW-UP:

If no response from the LEA after 10 days, DFPS resends the
introduction email to the LEA Foster Care Liaison. If communication
is not received back from the LEA, DFPS may contact the LEA
Administration/Superintendent’s Office, to receive the necessary
contact information of the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact.

EXPECTATIONS:

DFPS Education Specialists will communicate via email to the LEA
annually and identify themselves as the point of contact, provide
their contact information to the Foster Care Liaison as a resource
for any questions or concerns involving students in foster care.

It is the expectations that the LEA will respond promptly with the
corresg)onding LEA ESSA Foster Care Point of Contact information.
DFPS Education Specialists should be the first point of contact to
resolve any issues related to students in foster care.

Contact for ESSA, in most instances, is
the LEA Foster Care Liaison. The chart below maps an annual communication process and timeline for when Points of

Yecuit.  WIEAR.

Texas Education Agency

Additional information
about the Education and
Child Welfare ESSA Points
of Contact can be found in

LEA Foster Care Point of Contact
Communication to DFPS Education Specialist

AUGUST:

Receives an email from DFPS Education Specialist identifying
themselves as the point of contact for questions related 1o students in
foster care.

7-10 DAYS:

Responds to the DFPS Education Specialist with the name of the

ESSA Point of Contact for their LEA. (In instances, where the LEA has
designated individual campus contacts for Foster Care, also include this
information in the LEA's correspondence communication with DFPS).

1 WEEK FOLLOW-UP:

If DFPS does not hear back from the LEA Foster Care Liaison, they will
re-send the information and follow-up within 10 days. If they still do not
hear back, they may contact the LEA Administration/Superintendent’s
office to request this information.

EXPECTATIONS:

LEAs are required to ensure that the Foster Care Liaison in AskTED
is up ta date annually. This should occur prior to August for the
upcoming school year. DFPS will utilize the Foster Care Liaison contact
information in AskTED to notify the LEA of the ESSA Child Welfare
Point of Contact (i.e. DFPS Education Specialist). LEAs are to respond
romptly, in writin% to the DFPS Education Specialist with the LEA
oster Care Point of Contact and utilize the DFPS Education Specialist
for any gquestions or concerns related to students in foster care
throughout the school year.

Protective Services

. )
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DFPS Introduction Letter

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services

Commnissioner

Stephande Puth

Grestings, Dieict Foster Care Lisisons

We are embarking on the start of the 3023-2024 echool year. I would like to take the
time to reach out and introduee myself My nsme 15 FEE G 3000E and I sam an
Education Specialiet with The Department of Family and FProtective Services (Child
Frotective Services). Each DFFPS/CFS region scrass the state has an sduecstion
specialist who overeess the educational neede of the youth in foeter care within their
].Eg;lpmdll:l:u:m ImmDFE’E-EEgImEXWMmﬂuﬂ.EE

LIy raolz ae the REegional Education Specialist is to serve as an sdvocave, lizison, snd a
resource between locsl school districts and OFFS staff My gosl is o provide the best
edurational outcomes for children in DFFPS custody. Additicnally, I am the ESEA (Every
Sudent Succeads Act) Foster Care Point of Contact (POC) to suppart ES5A Foster Care
reguirements. [ will provide suppaort and facilitate collaborative planning betwesn
DFFS and locsl education sgenrcizs. I am here to ass=iet in any education related issnes
concerning studsnts in the foeter care eystem

Flease, feel free to contact me, at any tme. I lock forward to working with you this
school year. If I have resched the wrong pereon for the district’s assigned foster care
lisizon, fzel fres to direct me in the righ directon.

et e, o2 e ik a

4900 Morth Lo e Bl - PLOOL B 143030 - Austin, Tasss THTM-9030 - 512-9209-6000 » wiaiy. ol o s e

An Equal Oppormnizy Employer and Provider
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LEA Guidance POC

Education and Child Welfare Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
Designated Points of Contact for Students in Foster Care

ESSA requires designated points of contact for child welfare and education agencies to support school stability for
students in foster care (i.e., education best-interest, transportation coordination).

Every year, the local child welfare agency must notify the local education aglenc¥{LEA of their child welfare point of
contact. After this notification is received, the LEA is required to inform the local child welfare agency of their designated
point of contact in wr[tln% The Texas Department of Fami!}r Protective Services'{DFPS) Educational Specialist serves as
the Child Welfare Point of Contact for E purposes. Similarly, the LEA Point of Contact for ESSA, in_ most instances, is
the LEA Foster Care Liaison. The chart below maps an annual communication process and timeline for when Points of

Additional information
about the Education and
Child Welfare ESSA Points
of Contact can be found in

the Foster Care & Student
Success Guide, Chapter 8.

Contact notifications occur.

DFPS Education Specialist
Communication to LEASs

AUGUST:

DFPS Education Specialist sends email to the LEA Foster Care
Liaison contact identified in AskTED (includes both districts and
open-enrollment charter schools).

7-10 DAYS:

Upon receipt, the LEA responds to the DFPS Education Specialist
with the name of the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact (who in most
instances is the LEA Foster Care Liaison).

1 WEEK FOLLOW-UP:

If no response from the LEA after 10 days, DFPS resends the
introduction email to the LEA Foster Care Liaison. If communication
is not recei back from the LEA, DFPS may contact the LEA
Administration/Superintendent’s Office, to receive the necessary
contact information of the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact.

EXPECTATIONS:

DFPS Education Specialists will communicate via email to the LEA
annually and identify themselves as the point of contact, provide
their contact information to the Foster Care Liaison as a resource
for any questions or concerns involving students in foster care.

It is the expectations that the LEA will respond promptly with the
corresponding LEA ESSA Foster Care Point of Contact information.
DFPS Education Specialists should be the first point of contact to
resolve any issues related to students in foster care.

) Children’s

Commission

LEA Foster Care Point of Contact
Communication to DFPS Education Specialist

AUGUST:

Receives an email from DEPS Education Specialist identifying
themselves as the point of contact for questions related to students in
foster care.

7-10 DAYS:

Responds to the DFPS Education Specialist with the name of the

ESSA Point of Contact for their LEA. (In instances, where the LEA has
designated individual campus contacts for Foster Care, also include this
information in the LEA’s correspondence communication with DFPS).

1 WEEK FOLLOW-UP:

If DFPS does not hear back from the LEA Foster Care Liaison, they will
re-send the information and follow-up within 10 days. If they still do not
hear back, they may contact the LEA Administration/Superintendent’s
office to request this information.

EXPECTATIONS:

LEAs are required to ensure that the Foster Care Liaison in AskTED
is up to date annually. This should occur prior to August for the
upcoming school year. DFPS will utilize the Foster Care Liaison contact
information in AskTED to notify the LEA of the ESSA Child Welfare
Point of Contact (i.e. DFPS Education Specialist). LEAs are to respond

romptcly. in writing, to the DFPS Education Specialist with the LEA

ter Care Point of Contact and utilize the DFPS Education Specialist

for any questions or concerns related to students in foster care
throughout the school year.
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ER%ER Community Breakout
SUMMIT = Breakout by DFPS Education Specialist County

o Area within the room
Utilize the map

o Get to know each other (brief introduction)
o Name & Title in district or community

o Ask an Education Specialist

» Ed Specialist lead discussion: (processes & suggestions)
o What is working?

o What is not working?

o What are your district's needs?

X Commision. 1| EA
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5| CARE Community Breakout Debrief

SISUMMIT

Community Breakout Debrief

What is next for
you to ensure
proper

What did you learn
from the Where is there room
conversation? to grow?

communication
between the LEA
and DFPS?
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Understand why Building a

communication is The importance communication Everyone review
important of LEA reporting standard Chapters 4,5 & 8

between the LEA the Point of between the LEA of the Foster Care

and DFPS Contact every POC and DFPS & Student
education year to AskTED. Education Success Guide.
specialists. Specialist.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
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hank you!

Questions:

fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
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Understanding Emergency &
School of : S
the Foster Care Documents Planned Origi Scenarios ummary
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Process Withdrawal
| BestlInterest Document Activity
Determination
— TASB
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= STUDENTS COME INTO FOSTER CARE THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR OWN AND MAY
HAVE EXPERIENCED CHAOTIC, ABUSIVE, OR NEGLECTFUL ENVIRONMENTS.

Some concerns may include prenatal exposure to drugs or alcohol, witnessing
domestic violence involving one or more of the student’s parents or caregivers, or
exposure to other abusive behavior.

= STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE WANT TO BE TREATED LIKE OTHER STUDENTS.

The school day can provide a sense of normalcy and be an escape from challenges
students are facing in their personal and home life.

= MAINTAINING CONFIDENTIALITY AND SENSITIVITY IS VERY IMPORTANT.

Students in foster care do not want to be stigmatized as “foster children” and
often do not want their schools to know. Students communicate that this label has
negative connotations and can feel embarrassing and shameful. Maintaining
confidentiality and sensitivity is highly important. School staff must balance
privacy with the need to share information to better support a student’s
education.
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FOSTER School After School
CARE

SU M M IT = STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE ARE OFTEN HIGHLY MOBILE.

Due to a variety of external circumstances, students may have to relocate
to new homes and communities. A student may experience several
residential or school moves while in care. Residential changes and school
moves may happen quickly and leave students unable to say “goodbye” to
their current school, supportive adults, and peers. If school withdrawal
procedures are not followed, there may be additional challenges with
school transitions.

= STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE HAVE EXPERIENCED TREMENDOUS LOSS.

Students are often separated from siblings, family members, friends, pets,
and personal belongings. Loss of important education, social, cultural, and
family connections are common and compound the trauma experienced.
Celebratory seasonal events such as school holiday festivities and related
classroom activities or assignments may inadvertently reignite feelings of
loss and trigger grief for students in out-of-home care.
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CRSRE Every Student Succeeds Act, 2016
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= When a student enters foster care or changes foster care placements, an LEA
must collaborate with the appropriate Child Welfare Agency to ensure that
the student remains in their school of origin, unless a determination is made
that attending that school would not be in the best interest of the student.

" Federal and state laws require the student in foster care to remain in the
school of origin unless it is not in the student's best interest to remain.

" |deally the decision regarding what school is in the child’s best interest will
include collaboration between child welfare and education.
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The non-regulatory

guidance provided e Preferences of the child and education decision maker(s);
jointly by U.S. e The safety of the child in the school, in relationship to

Department of ED and the child’s parent;
HHS lists several e The child’s attachment to the school, including

meaningful relationships with staff and peers;

: ) e The availability and quality of services in the school to
considered in meet the child’s educational and emotional needs

determining the e How the length of the commute would impact the child,
child's educational based on the child’s developmental stage.

factors that should be

best-interest.
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Collaboration
between LEA & School of Origin
DFPS

Foster Care
REINI S

Information from
educators about
the student

Factors related
to determination
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Education Best Interest
Decision-Making &
Coordination Form
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CARE Education Best Interest Decision-Making

SUMMIT

Purpose: To outline a clearly defined process and protocol for how education and child
welfare partners are to work together to make education best interest decisions, as
required by the Every Student Success Act (ESSA). The following chart describes a variety
of child welfare scenarios, details regarding who and when the school will be contacted,
what type of information will be collected, and clarifies timelines for follow-up, and
related information sharing to support collaborative educational best-interest decisions.

Result: That education and child welfare partners will have an increased understanding
and road map for how to work together to support education-best interest decisions,
resulting in more informed education-decisions; greater school stability; improved school
transitions, when school moves occur; ultimately, creating better educational outcomes
for students in foster care.
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DFPS Information — Emergency School Withdrawal

Education Best Interest Decision-Making and Coordination

Tenas Eddasation Agancy

| 11]:1:1e 1438 To outline a clearly defined process and protacol for how

education and child welfare partners are to work together
to make education best interest decisions, as required by the Every Student
Success Act (ESSA). The following chart describes a variety of child welfare
scenarios, details regarding who and when the school will be contacted,
what t{jpe of information will be collected and dlarifies timelines for follow-
up, and related information sharing to support collaborative educational
best-interest decisions.

That education and child welfare partners will

have an increased understanding and road map
for how to work together to support education-best interest
decisions, resulting in more informed education-decisions;
greater school stability; improved school transitions, when
school moves occur; ultimately, creating better educational
outcomes for students in foster care.

SCENARIO: EMERGENCY SCHOOL WITHDRAWL

HOW MUCH TIME DOES THE u
SCHOOL HAVE TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION?
As soon as possible B
Within 10 business day turn around

CIRCUMSTANCES AND EXAMPLES:

The student quickly moves from one
residential location to another in these
circumstances. The student is in immediate/
crisis situations that require swift action.

WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS NEEDED?
DFPS Form 2085 or 2085E and/or Court Order.
The caseworker or student's caregiver will notify
the foster care liaison to expedite the collection

of information and records to support a smooth
transition to the new school.

Circumstances & Examples

no will contact the school?
nen will contact occur?

nat documentation is needed?

Examples include:
+ Initial entry into foster care

Immediate placement change (e.g., the
student needs to live somewhere else
due to court orders or safety concerns)

Psychiatric hospital admission
Arrest or juvenile detention

Recommendation:

Day 1-3: foster care liaison (or other [ |
school designee) reaches out and

begins gathering information

Day 5-10, or sooner: foster care liaison

(or other school designee) synthesizes [ |
information and follows up with DFPS

caseworker and the student’s caregiver

WHAT INFORMATION OR DOCUMENTS
WILL BE COLLECTED BY THE SCHOOL
AND PROVIDED TO DFPS/S5CC?
TASB Exhibit A Student in Foster Care
Education Best-Interest Factors
Special education services or special
accommodations (e.g., IEP or 504), such as
transportation

S ==

759 WHO WILL CONTACT THE SCHOOL? ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Agency staff (e.g., DFPS/SSCC* caseworker
or education specialist) or student's new
caregiver will contact the previous school
attended, by phone.

WHEN WILL CONTACT OCCUR?

Immediately after student’s placement
changes. In emergency instances, the
placement change most likely will have
already occurred.

Information on the student’s positive
connections and school community supports

Extra-curricular activities/interests
Any other services, tutoring, general

Education Best Interest Decision will already
have been made. However, schools can
provide information to expedite enroliment,
support streamlined transitions, and gather
information to support the student.

transportation arrangements

Special endorsements
* All relevant information will be helpful to the
student and DFPS to reduce trauma, identify
services and support needed, and ensure
education continuity.

*Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) is appointed the managing conservator if a court decides it is unsafe
for a child to remain in the home. In regions with Community-Based Care, a Single Source Continuum Contractor (SSCC)
performs the duties required of DFPS. DFPS works with the S5CC to ensure educational needs are met.

Foster care is a term used to describe
when a child is placed outside the
home with a relative, kinship, foster
home, or residential placement.

DFPS LED
LEALED
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Education Best Interest Decision-Making and Coordination

PURPOSE:

what type of information will be collected and clarifies timelines for follow-
up, and related information sharing to support collaborative educational

best-interest decisions.

To outline a clearly defined process and protocol for how
education and child welfare partners are to work together
to make education best interest decisions, as required by the Every Student
Success Act (ESSA). The following chart describes a varie
scenarios, details regarding who and when the school will be contacted,

That education and child welfare partners will

have an increased understanding and road map
for how to work together to support education-best interest
decisions, resulting in more informed education-decisions;
greater school stability; improved school transitions, when

of child welfare

school moves occur; ultimately, creating better educational
outcomes for students in foster care.

SCENARIO: EMERGENCY SCHOOL WITHDRAWL

CIRCUMSTANCES AND EXAMPLES:
The student quickly moves from ane
residential location to another in these
circumstances. The student is in immediate/
crisis situations that require swift action.
Examples include:
+ Initial entry into foster care

Immediate placement change (e.g., the
student needs to live somewhere else
due to court orders or safety concerns)

Psychiatric hospital admission
Arrest or juvenile detention

WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS NEEDED?
DFPS Form 2085 or 2085E and/or Court Order.
The caseworker or student’s caregiver will notify
the foster care liaison to expedite the collection

of information and records to support a smooth
transition to the new school.

WHAT INFORMATION OR DOCUMENTS
WILL BE COLLECTED BY THE SCHOOL
AND PROVIDED TO DFPS/SSCC?

TASB Exhibit A Student in Foster Care
Education Best-Interest Factors

Special education services or special

@a WHO WILL CONTACT THE SCHOOL?

Agency staff (e.g., DFPS/SSCC* caseworker
or education specialist) or student's new
caregiver will contact the previous school
attended, by phone.

accommeodations (e.g., IEP or 504), such as
transportation

Information on the student's positive
connections and school community supports

Extra-curricular activities/interests

Any other services, tutoring, general

WHEN WILL CONTACT OCCUR?

Immediately after student’s placement
changes. In emergency instances, the
placement change most likely will have
already occurred.

transportation arrangements

Special endorsements
* All relevant information will be helpful to the
student and DFPS to reduce trauma, identify
services and support needed, and ensure
education continuity.

*Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) is a

ppointed the managing conservator if a court decides it is unsafe

for a child to remain in the home. In regions with Community-Based Care, a Single Source Continuum Contractor (SSCC)
performs the duties required of DFPS. DFPS works with the SSCC to ensure educational needs are met.

HOW MUCH TIME DOES THE
SCHOOL HAVE TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION?
As soon as possible
Within 10 business day turn around
Recommendation:
Day 1-3: foster care liaison {or other
school designee) reaches out and
begins gathering information
Day 5-10, or sooner: foster care liaison
(or other school designee) synthesizes
information and follows up with DFPS
caseworker and the student’s caregiver

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Education Best Interest Decision will already
have been made. However, schools can
provide information to expedite enroliment,
support streamlined transitions, and gather
information to support the student.

Foster care is a term used to describe
when a child Is placed outside the
home with a relative, kinship, foster
home, or residential placement.

DFPS LED
LEALED
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* How much time does the school
have to provide information?

= What information or documents
will be collected by the school
and provided to DFPS/SSCC?

= Additional Notes:
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Education Best Interest Decision-Making and Coordination

SCENARIO: PLANNED SCHOOL WITHDRAWAL (DFPS OR CAREGIVER INITIATED)

CIRCUMSTANCES AND EXAMPLES:

Planned school withdrawals may happen
in advance. There may be more time to
plan but this is not always the case. Student

should remain in their school of origin

whenever possible. However, planned school
withdrawals may happen in advance. There
may be more time to plan but this is not
always the case.
Planned Withdrawal (DFPS Initiated)
examples:
Student returning home
Moving to a placement to be connected
with siblings
Moving to be with a kinship caregiver
Placed in another state
Caregiver and student move together to
another location
Planned Withdrawal (Caregiver Initiated)
examples:
Caregiver no longer providing foster care
(e.g., health issues)
Caregiver requests a placement change
Caregiver moves out of state and cannot
take student with them

WHEN WILL CONTACT OCCUR?

Depending on the circumstances, before the
student is withdrawn from their current school.
Generally, about 7-10 business days before the
placement change is to occur.

WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS NEEDED?
The Court order and DFPS Form 2085 or 2085E.
The caseworker or student’s caregiver will notify
the foster care liaison to expedite the collection

of information and records to support a smooth
transition to the new school.

o2 WHO WILL CONTACT THE

Ay scHooL?

Agency staff (e.g., DFPS/SSCC* caseworker or
education specialist) or student's caregiver in
some cases.

WHAT INFORMATION OR DOCUMENTS
WILL BE COLLECTED BY THE SCHOOL
AND PROVIDED TO DFPS/SSCC?
TASB Exhibit A Student in Foster Care
Education Best-Interest Factors
Special education services or special
accommaodations (e.g., IEP or 504), such as
transportation
Information on the student’s positive
connections and school community support
Extra-curricular activities/interests.
Any other services, tutoring, general
transportation arrangements
Special endorsements

*All relevant information will be helpful to the child
and DFPS to reduce trauma, identify services and
support needed, and ensure educational continuity.

*Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) is appointed the managing conservator if a court decides it is unsafe
for a child to remain in the heme. In regions with Community-Based Care, a Single Source Continuum Contractor (S5CC)
performs the duties required of DFPS. DFPS works with the SSCC to ensure educational needs are met.

 [ds

HOW MUCH TIME DOES THE
SCHOOL HAVE TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION?

Maximum 10 business day turn
around

Recommendation:

Coordination should be as soon as
change of placement is identified
Day 1-3: Foster care liaison (or other
school designee) reaches out and
begins gathering information

Day 5-10, or sooner: Foster

care liaison (or other designee)
synthesizes information and

follows up with caseworker and the
student’s caregiver

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Information from the school will help to
inform decision-making. The caregiver can
inform the teacher of the child moving and
when it will occur; if the teacher is aware
of close connections that the student has
that would be interested in having the
student in their home, they can inform the
caseworker.

DFPS LED
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Circumstances & Examples

no will contact the school?
nen will contact occur?

nat documentation is needed?
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Tasas Edueation Agancy

SCENARIO: PLANNED SCHOOL WITHDRAWAL (DFPS OR CAREGIVER INITIATED)

HOW MUCH TIME DOES THE
SCHOOL HAVE TO PROVIDE

WHEN WILL CONTACT OCCUR?
Depending on the circumstances, before the
student is withdrawn from their current schoal. INFORMATION?

Generally, about 7-10 business days before the Maximum 10 business day turn
placement change is to occur. around
Recommendation:
Coordination should be as soon as
change of placement is identified
Day 1-3: Foster care liaison (or other
school designee) reaches out and
begins gathering information
Day 5-10, or sooner: Foster
care liaison (or other designee)

CIRCUMSTANCES AND EXAMPLES:

Planned school withdrawals may happen

in advance. There may be more time to

plan but this is not always the case. Student
should remain in their gl
whenever possible. However, planned school
withdrawals may happen in advance. There
may be more time to plan but this is not

= How much time does the school
have to provide information?
= What information or documents

WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS NEEDED?
always the case. The Court order and DFPS Form 2085 or 2085E.

Planned Withdrawal (DFPS Initiated) The caseworker or student’s caregiver will notify
examples: the foster care liaison to expedite the collection
of information and records to support a smooth

Student returning home of
transition to the new school.

Moving to a placement to be connected

with siblings
Moving to be with a kinship caregiver
Placed in another state
Caregiver and student move together to
another location
Planned Withdrawal (Caregiver Initiated)
examples:
Caregiver no longer providing foster care
(e.g., health issues)
Caregiver requests a placement change
Caregiver moves out of state and cannot
take student with them

. WHO WILL CONTACT THE
"AY scHooOL?

WHAT INFORMATION OR DOCUMENTS
WILL BE COLLECTED BY THE SCHOOL
AND PROVIDED TO DFPS/SSCC?
TASB Exhibit A Student in Foster Care
Education Best-Interest Factors
Special education services or special
accommodations (e.g., IEP or 504), such as
transportation
Information on the student's positive
connections and school community support
Extra-curricular activities/interests.
Any other services, tutoring, general
transportation arrangements
Special endorsements

synthesizes information and
follows up with caseworker and the
student’s caregiver

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Information from the school will help to
inform decision-making. The caregiver can
inform the teacher of the child moving and
when it will occur; if the teacher is aware
of close connections that the student has
that would be interested in having the
student in their home, they can inform the
caseworker.

will be collected by the school
and provided to DFPS/SSCC?
Additional Notes:

*All relevant information will be helpful to the child
and DFPS to reduce trauma, identify services and
support needed, and ensure educational continuity.

Agency staff (e.g., DFPS/SSCC* caseworker or
education specialist) or student's caregiver in
some cases.

*Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) is appointed the managing conservator if a court decides itis unsafe b DFPSLED
for a child to remain in the home. In regions with Community-Based Care, a Single Source Continuum Contractor (SSCC) LEA LED
performs the duties required of DFPS. DFPS works with the SSCC to ensure educational needs are met.
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STUDENT WELFARE FFC
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (EXHIBIT)

Exhibit A—Student in Foster Care Educational Best-Interest Factors

A student in foster care may remain at his or her school of origin unless it is not in the child’s
best interest. “School of origin” is defined as the school that the student is attending at the
time of the student’s placement in foster care or during any subsequent change in placement.
This form provides information that will help the Department of Family and Protective Ser-
vices (DFPS) to determine whether it is in the best interest of a student in foster care to re-
main in the school of origin when there is an initial placement in foster care or a change in
residential placement. DFPS should collaborate with the District to evaluate what is best for
the student’s education.

When the school becomes aware that a student is placed in foster care, this form should be
completed by representatives from the student’s school of origin who are knowledgeable
about the student and are able to provide feedback on how changing schools would impact
the student’s academic, social, and emotional well-being; significant relationships that the
student may have formed with staff and peers; and other factors. These individuals could in-
clude the student'’s teacher, counselor, coach, foster care liaison, or other meaningful person
in the student’s life. Each District representative should complete a separate form. The time-
line for completion may vary based on individual circumstances, including the type of foster
care placement and the nature of the emergency.

Completed forms should be provided to the District foster care liaison, who will share the
form with the student’s education decision-maker and caseworker and help facilitate further

collaboration.

Student’s name:

Student’s grade level:

Student’s school at time of placement in foster
care/change of placement (school of origin):

School where the student resides, if known:

Name and title of person completing form:

Relationship to student:

Email:

Phone:

Student Preferences

Has the student expressed any preferences regarding which school the student will attend?
Please provide details.

DATE ISSUED: 9/27/2021
UPDATE 64
FFC(EXHIBIT)-RRM

©2023 Texas Association of School Boards, Inc. Al ights reserved.

STUDENT WELFARE Fre
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (EXHIBIT)

Has the student expressed any feelings about safety or other relevant aspects regarding the
environment at the school of origin? Please provide dotails.

Academic Factors

How is the student performing academically? Does the student receive academic interven-
tion services, such as RTI (Response to Infervention)?

ged since the student enrolied in the

in amy ipkzed i L luchuamdlmm
| education (CTE) program? Please o

Ase there appropriate or adi SOrvices dable at the school of origin to meet the stu-
dent’s educational, secial, and emotional needs? Please describe

In your opinion, how will remaining in the school of origin impact the student’s academic por-
formance?
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES (EXHIBIT)

Social/Emotional Factors
any ingful relats 9 dent has formed with District staff at the school

D,
of origin.

Describe any o ionshi has formed with other District students at
the school of origin.

Deoscribe any other ties the student has to the school of origin (siblings, mentorships, etc.)

D the child's gths and
child's unique needs and goals?

How does the school of origin support the

Are there additional factors that indi a change of ed!
child's best interest?

Conclusions

In your opinion, how will remaining in the school of origin impact the student’s social, emo-
tional, or behavioral well-being?
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TASB/TEA Collaboration Best Interest
Determination

STUDENT WELFARE
STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Signature:

Date:

Email:
Namw of DFPS point of contact:

Date completed forms provided to
DFPS point of contact:

Notes:
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Overview School of Origin SERETIEE Summary

Timelines Reasons
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School of Origin

The school that the student attended before the conservatorship

If a student moves while in foster care, the school the student
attended before the residential placement change

A student in foster care enrolled (or at the time of placement in
foster care) in public school may remain enrolled in their school of
origin, even when moved outside of the school of origin’s
attendance zone.

DFPS
Children’s A TEXAS (¢ g,
)c C A Department ¥ v
OmmlSSlOﬂ © of Family an
Texas Education Agency Protectiv ices

COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND .




FOSTER

CARE School of Origin Guidance
SUMMIT

School of Origin Determinations for Students in Foster Care

What is a school of origin?

A student is entitled to remain at their school of origin
unless it is not in the student’s best interest.

What is a school of origin? D)

» The school where the student was enrolled prior to entering foster care®* OR
»  The school where the student was enrolled when a student changes placement while in foster care.

What timelines apply? )

» State law entitles a student to continue to attend the school of origin until graduation or
completion of the highest grade offered at the school uriless it is not in the student’s best interest.

Timelines

Who determines best interest? )

» DFPS/S5CC** collaborates with the school district and the student to make the best interest
determination. DFPS/SSCC are responsible for final school of origin decisions.
» Factors may include safety; student preference; academic, social, and emaotional needs; and distance
to the school. For additional information on best interest determination, see the Eoster Care and
(eSS and ,

Who determines the best interest?

[Example Scenarios: )

> Example A: Jerry attends School A Jerry enters foster care and is placed in a foster home in the attendance
area for School B. Schoal A s Jerry’s school of origin and he is entitled to continue to attend School A unless
it is not in his best interest.

» Example B: Jenny attends School A. Jenny enters foster care and is placed in a kinship home in the
attendance area for School B. It is determined that attending School A is not in Jenny’s best interest. Jenny
must be immediately enrolled in School B even if records cannot be produced immediately.

» Example C: During the school year, Dan is adopted and leaves foster care while attending School A. His
adoptive parents move to the attendance area for School B. Dan is entitled to continue to attend School A
until he attains the highest grade offered in the school even though he is no longer in foster care.

> Example D: Nina continues to attend School A after she enters foster care. Nina enrolls in School B when
she returns to her parents, who later moved to the attendance area for School C. Under TEC § 25.001(g),
Nina can attend School A or, under TEC § 25.001(g-1), Nina can attend School B. Nina can also attend School
C because she resides in the school’s attendance area.

For more information, see

Legal citations: 20 U.S.C. § 6312(c)(5), 42 U.S.C. § 675{1)(G); Tex. Educ. Code § 25.001(gH(g-1).

For situations when a student in DFPS conservatership may be considered homeless, see Chapter & of the Foster Care and
Student Success Guide.

*Foster care is a term used to describe when a child is placed outside the home with a relative, kinship, foster home, or
residential placement.

**Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) is appointed the managing conservator if a court decides it is unsafe for
a child to remain in the home. In regions with Community-Based Care, a Single Source Continuum Contractor (SSCC) performs

the duties of DFPS.
‘g’!u!' :
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= On each table, you will receive a scenario. As a table, select a notetaker and
presenter for the table.

= Please discuss the scenario as a table. What would you do? What procedures
would you follow? Are you utilizing ESSA requirements as you make your
decisions?

=" The reporter will provide a quick synopsis of the discussion and the
conclusion of the table.
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= School of Origin is where the student was enrolled upon entry into foster
care or any subsequent placement change.

= Education Best Interest decision-making meeting should happen to
determine the school of origin.

= Utilize the Every Student Succeeds Act, Texas Education Code, and other
relevant laws to meet foster care students’ needs.
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= A process between education and child welfare systems to resolve disputes
concerning education best interest decisions or transportation planning for a
student in foster care to continue attending the school of origin.

= Child welfare agencies, SEAs, and LEAs each bring valuable perspectives to
the best interest determination. Recognizing this, both the Fostering
Connections Act and Title | require coordination among agencies at the State
and local level to ensure the educational stability of children in foster care.
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If school staff & the caseworker If the issue remains unresolved, the
cannot resolve the issue, the dispute TEA Foster Care POC and DFPS
LEAs should partner with DFPS to should be sent to the LEA foster care education specialist at the state
resolve transportation challenges. liaison, the DFPS regional education office must reach a resolution, in
specialist, and the DFPS Program consultation with each respective

Administrator. agency's leadership.
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Scenario

Bobby is 15 and attends Paint Rock High School. He has been court-ordered into foster care
and placed in San Angelo. He wants to remain at Paint Rock High School, but his caregiver
works in Bronte and cannot transport him. The two school districts have been unable to
come to an agreement on which district will provide transportation and how transportation

will be funded.

What are the next steps?

Is he able to remain at Paint Rock HS?

Who do you think is responsible for transportation?

What is the process you would follow to determine
this?

CCommision. T, EA
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= What are additional considerations that you think are important?

For example,
= Would it make a difference if he were in Special Education?

* Would it make a difference if he had only been in Paint Rock for a few
months and moved between several school districts?
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Dispute Resolution Document

HOW ARE ESSA FOSTER CARE
DISPUTES RESOLVED?

Fostering Connections Act and and the
Every Student Succeed Act (ES5A) require
coordination among agencies at the State
and local level to ensure the educational
stability of children in foster care. The local
education agency (LEA) and Department

of Family and Protective Services (DFPS)
should make every effort to reach an
agreement regarding the appropriate
school placement and transportation
coordination of students in foster care. The
dispute resolution process should be fair
to all parties and reached in an expeditious
manner. This chart provides guidance on
disputes with students in foster care.

Campus
Level

ﬁa LEA Level

. % State Level

LEVEL I - Campus Level

School staff, administrators and the caseworker attempt to resolve an ESSA related issue.
LEA Foster Care Point of Contact should be informed of the dispute at the campus level.

Next steps if no resolution:
Recommend escalate to LEA level immediately or no later than 7 to 10 business days.

LEVEL Il - LEA Level

The dispute should be sent to the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact. the DFPS Regional Education
Specialist, and the DFPS Program Administrator.

» Seek guidance from your LEA regarding dispute resolution process.
» LEA Foster Care Point of Contact communicates, with DFPS Regional Education Specialist; or
» DFPS Regional Education Specialist contacts LEA Foster Care Point of Contact.

=
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HOW ARE ESSA FOSTER CARE
DISPUTES RESOLVED?

Local Coordinated Meeting:

» Request a coordinated meeting with the appropriate local child welfare and education staff
- including but not limited to, the foster care liaison, transportation management, school
administrators, the student’'s DFPS Regional Education Specialist, caseworker, caregiver or
other assigned child welfare representative, and/or education decision maker.

These parties will convene to discuss logistics and costs around transportation provisions,
education decision making or other ESSA related concerns.

Recommend contact no later than 7 to 10 business days once the LEA Foster Care Point of
Contact and/or DFPS Regional Education Specialist is made aware.

Next steps if no resolution:
Recommended immediate escalation to State Level.

LEVEL IlI - State Level

If the issue still remains unresolved, the TEA Foster Care Point of Contact and DFPS Regional
Education Specialist at State Office must reach a resolution, in consultation with each respective
agency’s leadership.
» LEA Foster Care Point of Contact sends the following information to TEA's Foster Care Point
of Contact, fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov.
» DFPS Regional Education Specialist sends the following information to DFPS State Office
Education Program Specialist/ ESSA point of contact.
- A complete explanation of the basis of the dispute, with all pertinent facts.

= The name and contact information of the people who have been addressing the
dispute thus far on behalf of both the LEA and the local child welfare agency (job title,
phone, email. and mailing address).
& Details of how the agencies have attempted to resolve the dispute at the local level
prior to appealing to the state.
» TEA Foster Care Point of Contact and DFPS State Office Education Program Specialist

coordinate a review of the information and issue a resolution. Recommended resolution to
be issued as soon as possible but, no later than 15 business days.

A
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LEVEL | - Campus Level

School staff, administrators and the caseworker attempt to resolve an ESSA related issue.

LEA Foster Care Point of Contact should be informed of the dispute at the campus level.

Next steps if no resolution:
Recommend escalate to LEA level immediately or no later than 7 to 10 business days.
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LEVEL Il - LEA Level

The dispute should be sent to the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact, the DFPS Regional Education
Specialist, and the DFPS Program Administrator.

» Seek guidance from your LEA regarding dispute resolution process.
» LEA Foster Care Point of Contact communicates, with DFPS Regional Education Specialist; or
» DFPS Regional Education Specialist contacts LEA Foster Care Point of Contact.

State Level

Local Coordinated Meeting:

» Request a coordinated meeting with the appropriate local child welfare and education staff
- including but not limited to, the foster care liaison, transportation management, school
administrators, the student’'s DFPS Regional Education Specialist, caseworker, caregiver or
other assigned child welfare representative, and/or education decision maker.

» These parties will convene to discuss logistics and costs around transportation provisions,
education decision making or other ESSA related concerns.

» Recommend contact no later than 7 to 10 business days once the LEA Foster Care Point of
Contact and/or DFPS Regional Education Specialist is made aware.

Next steps if no resolution:
Recommended immediate escalation to State Level.
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LEVEL 11l - State Level

If the issue still remains unresolved, the TEA Foster Care Point of Contact and DFPS Regional
Education Specialist at State Office must reach a resolution, in consultation with each respective
agency's leadership.

» LEA Foster Care Point of Contact sends the following information to TEA's Foster Care Point
of Contact, fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov.

» DFPS Regional Education Specialist sends the following information to DFPS State Office
Education Program Specialist/ ESSA point of contact.

= A complete explanation of the basis of the dispute, with all pertinent facts.

= The name and contact information of the people who have been addressing the
dispute thus far on behalf of both the LEA and the local child welfare agency (job title,
phone, email, and mailing address).

= Details of how the agencies have attempted to resolve the dispute at the local level
prior to appealing to the state.

» TEA Foster Care Point of Contact and DFPS State Office Education Program Specialist
coordinate a review of the information and issue a resolution. Recommended resolution to
be issued as soon as possible but, no later than 15 business days.
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Scenario

Tony is a child who moved back to Texas from a placement in Florida. He completed the 5t
grade at his placement while in Florida. Tony has moved into this placement 2 months
before school is out for the summer. Since he completed the 5t grade he would enroll in 6"
grade at Fort Worth Middle School. The school does not want to enroll him in 6% grade this
late in the school year and would like to wait until the fall for 6t"-grade enrollment. The
school has all the documentation from Florida stating that he completed 5t grade and
should be enrolling in 6t" grade.

= What are the next steps?
= Who was contacted within the school?
= What process would you follow to determine what is best for the student?
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= Follow the process for dispute resolution

Campus

= Exhaust all resources for resolution at the campus/LEA Al ey o

level ‘ﬁ LEALevel

= Make sure you are in communication with the regional . Seate Level
DFPS Education Specialist @ >

= Ensure your campus administration is informed of this
process

= Please have all information and documentation for
when you are escalating the concern to the state-level.
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Thank you for attending!

Questions:

Fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
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Thank you for attending!
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