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High-Level Agenda for Today’s Presentation

• Greetings and Purpose
• "Imagine the Move" Guided Reflection Activity

Introductions 
(15 minutes)

• Who are Military-Connected Students?
• Unique Needs and Challenges

Understanding Military-
Connected Students 

(10 minutes)

• What is PSCD?
• Why it Matters

Introducing the Purple Star 
Campus Designation (PSCD) 

(10 minutes)

• Strategic Benefits
• Success Metrics

Why Charter Schools Should 
Apply 

(10 minutes)

• How to Get Started
• Q&A Discussion

Call to Action & Next Steps 
(15 minute)



Learning Objectives

The unique characteristics and challenges of military-connected 
students (MCS), including their demographics, mobility, and emotional 
and academic needs.

Identify and 
Describe

Effective school-based supports and community partnerships that 
positively impact the success and well-being of MCS.Recognize

The purpose, criteria, and benefits of the Purple Star Campus 
Designation (PSCD) as a framework for supporting military families.Understand

The strategic advantages of pursuing PSCD, particularly for charter 
schools, in terms of mission alignment, differentiation, and student 
outcomes.

Evaluate

Tools, resources, and actionable steps to begin or enhance efforts 
toward becoming a Purple Star Campus.Access

By the end of this session, participants will be able to:



"Imagine the Move" Guided Reflection - Activity

Let’s take a moment to step into the 
shoes of a military-connected student. 

I’ll guide you through a short reflection. 

You don’t need to speak—just imagine.



Understanding Military-
Connected Students 



"Imagine the Move" Guided Reflection - Debrief

WHAT CAME TO MIND? 
WHAT COULD THAT ONE 

ADULT DO TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE?

WITH A SHOW OF HANDS, 
WHO FELT A LITTLE 

ANXIOUS DURING THAT 
SCENARIO?



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015 – Military Student 
Identifier (MSI)
• Requires all states to include a MSI in their data systems.
• Requires reporting of assessment data for MCS.
• The goal is to track academic progress and ensure appropriate support for MCS 

across states.

Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military 
Children (MIC3)
• All 50 states, including Texas, participate in MIC3.
• It addresses key transition issues such as: (a) Enrollment; (b) Placement; (c) 

Attendance; and (d) Graduation
• It ensures consistency and support for MCS moving between states and school 

systems.

Key Federal Statutes related to MCS in Education



Texas Education Code §25.006 – MSI Data Collection
• Requires school districts and open-enrollment charter schools to:

• Identify and report MCS to the Texas Education Agency (TEA).
• PEIMS Code (C197) 1 to 6

Texas Education Code §29.153 – Free PreK for Certain Children
(b)(4) Children of active-duty military members or those injured/killed in the 

line of duty are eligible for free prekindergarten in Texas public schools.

Texas Education Code §33.006 – Campus Military Liaison
• Schools may designate a campus-based military liaison responsible for 

identifying MCS through PEIMS; serving as a point of contact for MCS and 
their families; and coordinating appropriate services and supports.

Key Texas State Statutes related to MCS in Education



Capturing the Military Student Identifier in PEIMS (C197)
Students identified as a military-connected student are captured in 

PEIMS using one of six “military identifier” codes

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/23/0/0/Descriptors/List/2534


Current TEA MSI Infographics (2025 Data)



Military Student Identifier SY 2023 - 2025
Military Status (PEIMS Code) 2023 2024 2025

Active Duty in US Military (1) 68,103 62,436 60,531

TX National Guard (2) 6,665 6,415 6,848

Reserve Force (3) 11,440 11,248 11,288

Pre-K (4) 8,878 9,102 9,279

Veteran (5) 102,483 121,629 139,479

Fallen in the Line of Duty (6) 1,757 2,208 1,967

Total MCS 199,326 213,038 229,392



MCS Data in Texas Charter Schools (2024 PEIMS)
Regional ESC Number of Charter Districts Total MCS Counts Total Student Count

1 7 215 85,982
2 4 107 1,002
3 0 0 0
4 40 436 93,260
5 3 12 3,458
6 5 44 1,517
7 7 302 4,698
8 0 0 0
9 0 0 0

10 35 1,949 90,639
11 17 270 17,681
12 4 435 13,565
13 20 157 21,722
14 1 716 16,918
15 1 422 4,075
16 0 0 0
17 3 8 646
18 2 2 1,850
19 7 90 8,900
20 30 1,566 57,017

Total 186 6,731 422,930



MCS Data in Texas Charter Schools by Region ESC



Unique Needs and 
Challenges



Unique Challenges for Military Children and Youth

Frequent 
relocations and 

school transitions

Emotional and 
social impacts of 

deployments

Academic 
continuity and 
credit transfer 

issues



Military-connected students in Texas face a unique set of 
challenges due to the nature of military life

Frequent School 
Transitions

Disruption in 
academic progress, 
social development, 

and emotional 
stability.

Academic 
Disruptions

Inconsistent curricula, 
different graduation 

requirements and 
academic standards 

between schools/states

Missed opportunities 
of AP courses or 

extracurriculars due to 
mid-year moves.

Disruption of IEP plans 
for students with 
disabilities at new 

schools.

Social and Emotional 
Challenges

Making new friends 
and adjusting to new 

school cultures can be 
difficult.

May feel isolated, 
unaccepted, or 

disconnected from 
peers.

The stress of parental 
deployment or 

reintegration can lead 
to anxiety, depression, 

or behavioral issues

Lack of Support and 
Awareness

Educators feel 
unprepared to 
support MCS:

Understanding 
transcript differences

Advocating for 
graduation waivers

Preparing students 
for college or careers

Emotional Toll of 
Military Life

Constant change, 
uncertainty, and the 
emotional strain of 
having a parent in 

harm’s way can 
significantly affect a 

child’s mental 
health and 
academic 

performance.



Services and Supports That Make a Difference 

Best Practices in 
Supporting MCS

• Transition programs and 
student ambassadors

• Dedicated military family 
liaison or point of 
contact

• Social-emotional 
learning and counseling 
supports

Community and Military 
Partnerships

• Collaborations with local 
bases, military 
installations, military 
family organizations, and 
nonprofits.



Introducing the Purple Star 
Campus Designation (PSCD) 



Purple Star Campus Designation

Recognizes campuses for demonstrating support 
and commitment to meeting the unique needs of 

military-connected students and their families

 Created by 86th Legislature (SB 1577)
 Began 2020-21 school year (TEA has awarded 6 years of PSCD) 
 Awarded annually each Fall
 Designation lasts 2 years
 Campuses must re-apply for the designation



Authority | Purple Star Campus Designation (PSCD)

TEC §33.909. Purple Star Campus

19 TAC Chapter 61
Subchapter FF. Commissioner's Rules Concerning Veterans and 
Military Dependents

Division 2. Military-Connected Students

§61.1063. Purple Star Campus Designation.

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/docs/ED/htm/ED.33.htm
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/commissioner-rules-tac/coe-tac-currently-in-effect/ch061ff.pdf


Purple Star Campus Designation Awarded History

2020-21 PSCD
116 Awarded

2021-22 PSCD
45 Awarded

2022-23 PSCD
179 Awarded

2023-24 PSCD
152 Awarded

2024-25 PSCD
542 Awarded

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5



2025-26 PSCD Awards Announced!

306 applications 
received and 
reviewed
98 awarded
2-year designation
First Time/New: 40
Renewal: 58



Charter Schools Who Earned the 2025-26 PSCD

Total # of Charter Schools 
who applied: 10 

Total # of Charter 
Schools awarded: 2 
Charter campuses make 

up ~10.6% of all public-
school campuses in Texas 
(N = 958 of over 9000) 306

10

2025-26 PSCD Applications

Total Received Charter Schools



PSCD Program Requirement Overview



PSCD Criteria 1: Designate a campus staff member as the military liaison



PSCD Criteria 2: Maintain an easily accessible campus webpage for military families

Includes 
resources for 

military-
connected 

students and 
their 

families:



PSCD Criteria 3: Maintain a campus transition program



Student-Led Campus Transition Program

A coordinated group of student leaders trained to support and 
provide guidance to incoming military-connected students and help 

them adjust to their new school environment.



PSCD Criteria 4: Offer at least one of the following Military Initiative
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Sample Military Initiative - Celebration



PSCD Site Visits – Flour Bluff & Waller ISDs
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Sample Military Initiative - Partnership



Why Purple Star Campus Designation Matters?

Recognition of 
commitment to 
military families

Builds trust and 
enrollment appeal 

for military 
families

Enhances school 
culture and 
inclusivity



Why Charter Schools 
Should Apply 



Key Benefits for Charter Schools to Consider PSCD 1:

Schools with this 
designation demonstrate 
a commitment to easing 
transitions for students 
who frequently relocate 
due to military service 

Enhanced 
Support 

for Military 
Families:



Key Benefits for Charter Schools to Consider PSCD 2:

Designated campuses 
receive a special Purple Star 

recognition to display on 
their website and campus, 

signaling their dedication to 
military families 

Recognition 
& Visibility: 



Key Benefits for Charter Schools to Consider PSCD 3:

Schools gain access to 
professional development, 
tools, transition program 
best practices, and other 
resources to better serve 

military-connected students 

Access to 
Resources:



Key Benefits for Charter Schools to Consider PSCD 4:

The designation fosters 
stronger relationships 

between schools, military 
families, and local 

communities, improving 
overall student success 

Community 
& 

Stakeholder 
Engagement:



Key Benefits for Charter Schools to Consider PSCD 5:

By addressing the unique 
challenges military-connected 

students face—such as frequent 
relocations and varying academic 
standards—schools help ensure 

students stay on track for college 
and career readiness

Improved 
Student 

Outcomes:



Purple Star Campus Designees Will Receive…

A letter from the Commissioner of 
TEA recognizing them as a Purple 

Star Campus

A high-resolution logo to use on 
the school’s campus and webpage

A searchable designation on their 
TxSchools.gov profile



SY 2025-26 Purple Star Campus Designations



Sample Features in the NEWS!



More NEWS Features



Call to Action & Next Steps 



Reach out with your Purple Star needs!
MCEC is here to help!



Overview: Purple Star Rise TEA Learn Course

• To assist school systems in implementing effective 
Purple Star Campus programs.

• Resources, tools, videos, and asynchronous professional 
development training modules to strengthen Purple Star 
in Texas. 

• Introductions: Purple Star Campus Overview
• Module 1: Purple Star Campus Designation
• Module 2: Campus-Based Military Liaison
• Module 3: Webpage for Military Family
• Module 4: Campus Transition Program
• Module 5: Military Initiatives
• Course Conclusion: CPE Certificate



Helpful Resources – PSCD Webpage



PSCD Application Guide
Use this document to:

• Gain an overview of the PSCD application 
process and key steps involved.

• Utilize key tips and reminders to ensure a 
successful application submission.

• Follow the detailed guidance to prepare 
and submit your application.

• Understand action steps to follow after 
receiving PSCD.



PSCD Application Overview and Checklist
Use this document to:

• Understand the specific requirements for the 
PSCD

• Ensure all steps are completed by following the 
detailed checklist provided.

• Gather and organize the required evidence to 
support your application.

• Access resources and training materials to help 
successfully complete the application process.



PSCD Application Rubric

Use this document to:

• Review the criteria for each designation 
category to ensure all requirements are 
met.

• Evaluate your campus activities and 
support for military-connected students.

• Understand documentation clarity needed 
for each criterion.

• Guide you as you complete your 
application.



PSCD Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Answers to common questions arising 
during the application period.

Topics such as:
• Military liaison requirements
• Web page for military families
• Application process
• Uploading evidence



Plan for 2026-27 PSCD Application Window

Application will be submitted through Qualtrics Survey. 

Link will be posted to the TEA PSCD website.

Application window: TBD (Late Spring)

You can begin preparation activities now.

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-families/purple-star-campus-designation


"When we support military-
connected students, we honor not 

only their service but also their 
sacrifice. Education becomes the 
bridge between their resilience 

and their future."



Contact Us

Email: 
militaryconnectedstudents@tea.texas.gov

Website: 
Tea.texas.gov/mil 

 Sign-up for TEA Military 
Newsletter: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXT
EA/subscriber/new

 Please complete the feedback 
survey!

mailto:Militaryconnectedstudents@tea.texas.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
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