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Collaboration and Partnership

Texas Education Agency (TEA) partners with Military Child 
Education Coalition (MCEC®) to provide:​

• 5-Part Professional Learning Community (PLC) Series

• Professional Development (PD) Training

• Office Hours

• Research based tools and resources to share best practices



2025-26 SY Purple Star Campus Support PLC Series

TEA, in collaboration with MCEC, is providing PD 
and office hours for campuses who are 

implementing or working towards the PSCD.

Our goal is to provide coaching, support, and 
strengthened guidance.



Learning Objectives

• Explore demographic data to better understand the unique 
characteristics and needs of military-connected students.

• Review current practices for identifying military-connected 
students and consider ways to enhance the identification process.

• Share and discuss practical strategies for identifying military-
connected students and engaging families, staff, and leadership in 
meaningful ways.



Overarching Goal

Photo Credit: Waller ISD Purple Up Celebration 2025

Participants will be able to 
utilize the Military Student 

Identifier (MSI) data to support 
military-connected students.



Let’s Chat… 

Do you know which students at 
your campus are military-

connected (MCS)? 

How does your campus identify 
MCS?



Who are Military-Connected Students? (National Data)



Military-Connected Students in Texas (PEIMS Data)

REGION 
(ESC)

AREA
TOTAL # of M-C 

STUDENTS

20 San Antonio 40,518
12 Waco 35,304
04 Houston 27,640
11 Fort Worth 25,891
10 Richardson 18,730
19 El Paso 15,932
13 Austin 10,219
06 Huntsville 5,757
01 Edinburg 5,232
02 Corpus Christi 4,970
07 Kilgore 4,802
14 Abilene 3,890
15 San Angelo 2,628
09 Wichita Falls 2,580
16 Amarillo 2,157
05 Beaumont 1,820
18 Midland 1,487
08 Mount Pleasant 1,396
17 Lubbock 1,193
03 Victoria 892

*Based on SY 2023-24 Fall PEIMS (October Snapshot) submission data



Let’s Chat…

Does your campus or district use an 
online registration form that includes a 

way to identify military-connected 
students?

If so, when and how is the first 
meaningful contact made with those 

students and their families—and what 
does that interaction look like?



Background of Military Student Identifier (MSI)

• The MSI facilitates the identification of active-duty military-
connected students in public schools. (ESSA 2015)

• TEC 25.006 was amended in 2019 to include dependents of 
National Guard, reserve forces, and those killed in the line of 
duty.

• Best practices include extending support to veteran and retiree 
students and families



Military Student Identifier (MSI)

The MSI enables the school system to:

• Identify military-connected students and their 
families upon enrollment

• Inform best practices for campus transition 
programs

• Evaluate records and transcripts

• Academic and mental health screening

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-
services/military-student-identifier-msi-

infographics.pdf
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Using the Military Student Identifier (MSI) 



Example of Military Student Identifier (MSI) Form



Military Student Identifier SY 2023- 2025 

Military Status (PEIMS Code) 2023 2024 2025

Active Duty in US Military (1) 68,103 62,436 60,531

TX National Guard (2) 6,665 6,415 6,848

Reserve Force (3) 11,440 11,248 11,288

Pre-K (4) 8,878 9,102 9,279

Veteran (5) 102,483 121,629 139,479

Fallen in the Line of Duty (6) 1,757 2,208 1,967

Total MCS 199,326 213,038 229,392



Military-Connected Students Coding
Chart:
Military-Connected Students Coding with numbers and text.

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/23/0/0/Descriptors/List/2534


Let’s Chat…    

How does your campus or district 
currently communicate with school 

leaders and staff when a new 
military-connected student enrolls—

and how effective is that process?



Problem of Practice



A campus is located near a military installation.  They serve a 
diverse student population and have a high percentage of 
military-connected students.

However, the campus has struggled to accurately identify and 
support these students due to a lack of clear identification 
methods, often resulting in lack of comprehensive support for 
these students.

Case Study



Case Study  

Challenges:

1. Accurate Identification: Students not being identified due to an unclear 
process.

2. Reporting and Notification Methods: Staff on campus don’t know their 
military-connected students, because information is not being shared.

3. Support Implementation: A lack of academic, social, and emotional 
support programs due to no data being gathered on these students.



Questions to Ask

How can a campus develop a clear, standardized process to identify 
military-connected students? 

Is PEIMS coding crucial in this process? Training of staff?

What system can be used to notify campus staff of military-connected 
students on campus?

Why is this important?

What are some ways that a campus can gather data from military-
connected students and their families to develop targeted support 
programs ? 



Military Student Identifier Recommendations (a)

Reference: Center for Public Research and Leadership 
(2022) Purple Star School Program    

Disaggregate assessment results within each School System 

(e.g., school district and open-enrollment charter schools)​

School systems include this information in their school 

report cards.​

Demographic and performance data to determine program 

effectiveness.​

https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf
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Military Student Identifier Recommendations (b)

Reference: Center for Public Research and Leadership 
(2022) Purple Star School Program    

To improve and personalize academic and social/emotional 
responses for the unique military-connected students.​

Consider military-connected students as a unique subgroup 
in their curriculum design and planning.

Provide local education agencies with quality, actionable data 
concerning their military-connected students.

https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf
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Recommended Strategies

• Ensure use of the Military Student Identifier (PEIMS) codes in 
questionnaire upon enrollment.

• Provide MSI bi-annual training for school registrars and data processors.​

• Utilize the school/district webpage to educate parents and advocate for the use 
of the MSI​.

• Establish standard operating procedures for the use of annual MSI data 
collection upon enrollment.

• Publish MSI annual data with school and community stakeholders.

Reference: Center for Public Research and Leadership 
(2022) Purple Star School Program    

https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/Purple%20Star%20Schools/2022_602_PSS_CPRL_Report.pdf
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Resources and Tools



Helpful Resources  - PD Resources and Tools

• PSCD Professional Development Resources and Tools (PDF)

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/purplestarrise-pd-resources-and-tools-mod-1.pdf


Upcoming Session

PLC Session 3 and Office Hours

• Topic: Developing a Purple Star Advisory Committee
• Date: November 19, 2025
• Time: 2:00 - 3:30 PM (CST)
     Last 30 minutes reserved for Office Hours



Upcoming Sessions

Date Session Title

November 19, 2025 Session 3
Developing a Purple Star Advisory 

Committee

January 21, 2026 Session 4 Activities and Event Planning

February 18, 2026 Session 5 Preparing for Redesignation



Three insights you have gained from today's session.

Reflection on Learning

Two actions you will take to assist your district and campus 
with identifying military-connected students.

One topic you would like to learn more about at our next 
session.



TEA Purple Star Campus Support Padlet



National Veterans & Military Families 
Appreciation Month Toolkit



Share Your Feedback

Please use this QR Code or 
Chat box link to let us know about 
your experience in today's session. 
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