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Social Studies Newsletter 
Thank you for subscribing to the TEA social studies newsletter.     

   This issue of the TEA social studies newsletter provides information on the following topics:   
  

• 2025-2027 Interactive Online Learning Grant, Cycle 2 Application Is Due on February 5, 2025 
• Educators Survey for Statewide Required Literary Works List 
• Black History Month: February 2025 
• February Social Studies Stakeholder Engagement Sessions   

o Topic: TEA Social Studies Update 
o Dates: February 10 and 11 

• IMRA 2025 Reviewers Needed 

 

2025-2027 Interactive Online Learning Grant, Cycle 2 Application Is Due on 
February 5, 2025 

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is providing a competitive grant opportunity to award funding to 
support the implementation of an effective cross-curricular interactive online learning model(s) in 
middle school and/or high school for instruction in English language arts and U.S. history and/or Texas 
history. All school districts and open enrollment charter schools are eligible to apply for funding to 
support the implementation of an interactive online learning model(s) in the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 
school years. The 2025-2027 Interactive Online Learning Grant, Cycle 2 application is available on the 
TEA Grants Opportunities web page. 
 
Key Dates  

Date Timeline Events 

January 6, 2025 IDC application available in eGrants 

January 15, 2025 Last day to submit FAQs to TEA contact person 

January 23, 2025 FAQs posted to the TEA Grant Opportunities web page 

February 5, 2025 IDC application due by 11:59 p.m. (Central Time) via eGrants 

March 14, 2025 Anticipated award announcement 

March 14, 2025 Beginning date of grant (if selected for funding) 

August 1, 2026 Status report due 

February 1, 2027 Final report due 

April 30, 2027 Ending date of grant (if selected for funding) 

   

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx


 

   
 

February 2025                                                                                              Social Studies Newsletter 
Curriculum Standards & Student Support Division 

  

Educators Survey for Statewide Required Literary Works List  

In response to House Bill (HB) 1605, passed during the 88th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature, the 
State Board of Education (SBOE) is required to adopt an addition to the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS) for K-12 Reading Language Arts (RLA) to specify a literary works list for each grade level. The 
required literary works list addition to the TEKS will support coherence across high-quality instructional 
materials. high expectations for rigorous instruction, and access to essential background knowledge and 
vocabulary. In advance of the SBOE's consideration of this topic, the agency is conducting research for 
possible recommendations. 
 
If you are currently a K-12 educator in Texas, you are invited to complete the Literary Works Survey.  
As you complete the survey it will be important to consider literary works in the classroom as a broad 
range of literature types such as poems, folktales, short stories, plays, novels, or primary source 
documents that are used as part of direct instruction of TEKS based content. Your input will assist in 
better understanding both the quantity and types of literature used in classrooms across Texas today.   
The Literary Works Survey will remain open until Monday, February 17, 2025. It will only require about 
15 minutes of time to complete. Survey responses are anonymous. 
 
If you have questions about the literary works list addition to the TEKS required by HB1605 please 
contact the TEA Curriculum Standards and Student Support Division: teks@tea.texas.gov ;  (512) 463-
9581. If you have questions about accessing and completing the survey, please refer your questions 
to tealiteracylistssupport@tntp.org 
 
Thank you for your valuable input in supporting Texas students’ instruction and learning. 

 

Black History Month: February 2025 

Each year, during February, we celebrate the history and cultural contributions of Black Americans in the 
United States. Students learn about the achievements, perspectives, struggles, and experiences of Black 
Americans throughout more than 400 years of American history. The TEA web page for Black History 
Month provides a variety of resources that can be used to honor Black History Month. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/house-bill-1605/house-bill-1605-and-imra
https://tntp.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bOEDPfXp6C5hNno
https://tntp.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bOEDPfXp6C5hNno
mailto:teks@tea.texas.gov
mailto:tealiteracylistssupport@tntp.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdGVhLnRleGFzLmdvdi9hY2FkZW1pY3Mvc3ViamVjdC1hcmVhcy9zb2NpYWwtc3R1ZGllcy9hZnJpY2FuLWFtZXJpY2FuLWhpc3RvcnktbW9udGgiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTA4Ljg4MTM2NDcxIn0.ni0lHtmHArvgo0zeGwKR0_6l4wMi5nGhZGIQUu7jOKs%2Fs%2F559851726%2Fbr%2F234399252538-l&data=05%7C02%7Cjim.doris%40tea.texas.gov%7C4fc7444687d543f52a9a08dc105b079c%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638403230530035360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QgFgHepAE6HY15LpvXXlHEdiLorjCcNCNWgU17EiB0U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdGVhLnRleGFzLmdvdi9hY2FkZW1pY3Mvc3ViamVjdC1hcmVhcy9zb2NpYWwtc3R1ZGllcy9hZnJpY2FuLWFtZXJpY2FuLWhpc3RvcnktbW9udGgiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwMTA4Ljg4MTM2NDcxIn0.ni0lHtmHArvgo0zeGwKR0_6l4wMi5nGhZGIQUu7jOKs%2Fs%2F559851726%2Fbr%2F234399252538-l&data=05%7C02%7Cjim.doris%40tea.texas.gov%7C4fc7444687d543f52a9a08dc105b079c%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638403230530035360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QgFgHepAE6HY15LpvXXlHEdiLorjCcNCNWgU17EiB0U%3D&reserved=0
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February Social Studies Stakeholder Engagement Sessions  
 
Topic: TEA Social Studies Update 
 
Target Audience: Social Studies Stakeholders- Teachers, District Administrators, Campus Administrators, 
Education Service Center Specialists, Parents, Professional Organizations 
 
Session Description: The TEA social studies team will provide updates on various social studies topics, 
such as the State Board of Education (SBOE) updates regarding social studies, the tentative timeline for 
the social studies TEKS review and revision, and Black History month.  
 
Date and Times: 
Monday, February 10, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. February 10 Registration Link 
Tuesday, February 11, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. February 11 Registration Link 
  

 

IMRA 2025 Reviewers Needed 

 
The Texas Education Agency is seeking Texas educators and subject-matter experts to apply as 
instructional materials reviewers for the new Instructional Materials Review and Approval (IMRA) review 
processes. For those who would like to get involved but do not have content expertise, TEA is also 
looking for suitability reviewers. 
 
As part of these selective groups, IMRA reviewers make a significant impact on Texas public education 
while working with a collaborative group of dedicated educators from across the state. IMRA reviewers 
earn a competitive stipend and, for educators, continuing professional education (CPE) credits for their 
contributions to this statewide initiative. 
 
Please review the IMRA reviewer job description and complete the initial application today. Applications 
will be reviewed and advanced on a rolling basis until February 24, 2025. Office hours for the IMRA 2025 
will be held on Mondays from 5:00-5:30 p.m. and Thursdays from 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. through February 20 
and will provide an overview of the work and answer questions you may have. (Note: The session for 
February 17 will be held on February 18 due to the Presidents’ Day holiday.) 
 
For questions or concerns regarding the IMRA application or application process, please submit an IMRA 
Reviewer Help Desk Ticket.  Please visit our website for updates. 
 

 

 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwrdu6prDsuGdAA8qYEULp00_5TRA4v2yOx
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwscO2rrTsqG9TF8x9qO2Y5qx2O00jEMsY0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsboe.texas.gov%2Fstate-board-of-education%2Fimra%2Freviewers-imra&data=05%7C02%7CJenny.Gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7Cfd79ae4b2bba464c5a4408dd3f26910a%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638736157064720029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=11QUqcZdagPJSXG5wTvoETr4vXR8CrgFe3fe%2BpWtUBw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.smartsheet.com%2Fb%2Fform%2Fd708e23a1f8f4953b7db4042bed653d6&data=05%7C02%7CJenny.Gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7Cfd79ae4b2bba464c5a4408dd3f26910a%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638736157064767269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qE0AIvF3Y6aRWvkeTNO2NMI6ljg7%2FMN3OVtItmP69D8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.smartsheet.com%2Fb%2Fform%2Fd5e517439ccd43e7bbe9533e4bdc5094&data=05%7C02%7CJenny.Gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7Cfd79ae4b2bba464c5a4408dd3f26910a%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638736157064802344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxhtJ8rb4RGYUZqgvugj3LwztSlOvlg%2F8q5Y1uAHMC0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.smartsheet.com%2Fb%2Fform%2Fd5e517439ccd43e7bbe9533e4bdc5094&data=05%7C02%7CJenny.Gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7Cfd79ae4b2bba464c5a4408dd3f26910a%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638736157064802344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxhtJ8rb4RGYUZqgvugj3LwztSlOvlg%2F8q5Y1uAHMC0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsboe.texas.gov%2Fstate-board-of-education%2Fimra%2Freviewers-imra&data=05%7C02%7CJenny.Gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7Cfd79ae4b2bba464c5a4408dd3f26910a%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638736157064836400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nZbgIuMiHcg4fjZa%2BntlZlDNPWzkaXEfzzbMIGuJ7zo%3D&reserved=0
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Thank you for your commitment to serving Texas students. 

Social Studies Team 
Curriculum Standards and Student Support Division 

curriculum@tea.texas.gov 
(512) 463-9581 

For questions or additional information, please visit the social studies web page or submit a 
Curriculum Request Form through the TEA Help Desk.  

 

 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/Curriculum-Subpage/
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/Curriculum-Subpage/

