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Social Studies Newsletter 

Thank you for subscribing to the TEA social studies newsletter.    

   This issue of the TEA social studies newsletter provides information on the following topics:  

•   December Social Studies Stakeholder Engagement Sessions  
• Topic: Social Studies STAAR- Hot Topics   
• Dates: December 9 and 10  

• Public Comment Period for Updated Social Studies Instructional Materials Is Open
• Texas State Board of Education Meeting, November 18 – 22
• Holocaust Remembrance Instructional Resources
• Apply for Assessment Educator Committees
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December Social Studies Stakeholder Engagement Sessions    

Topic: Social Studies STAAR- Hot Topics   

Target Audience:  Social Studies Stakeholders—Teachers, District Administrators, Campus 
Administrators, Education Service Center Specialists, Parents, Professional Organizations    

Session Description: The Assessment Development Division will address assessment topics where 
questions have frequently been asked, such as the assessed curriculum, implementing new TEKS into 
STAAR, short constructed response (SCR) questions, data portals, and opportunities to be involved in 
the assessment process   

Dates & Times:   

Monday, December 9, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. December 9 Registration Link    

Tuesday, December 10, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. December 10 Registration Link   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vem9vbS51cy9tZWV0aW5nL3JlZ2lzdGVyL3RKWXNjdW1ycGprakd0TGFVaVlMbTA0MGxva3hNTHdZRGFPZyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDEwMDcuMTUxMzE5MSJ9.UR-ZJpSQGfOh9ihySHsHg-jkhkW8hPcht47FvXRjggE%2Fs%2F1537065336%2Fbr%2F250520093253-l&data=05%7C02%7Cjenny.gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7C9b15be0a928c4e41ae0608dce6f1d379%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638639173569661152%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HjEWld4dYRtSnW0mHqSOQ0VhzKS%2BxROhU0NAfidC8b8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vem9vbS51cy9tZWV0aW5nL3JlZ2lzdGVyL3RKVW9kdUNocnpzc0hOZWVmNHVqU3J1MUdlUkUtaE02Z3ZrbCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDEwMDcuMTUxMzE5MSJ9.sPNaqN6zC7iWK7Be9Nx8xpOlUJ8ne6bv1DbRGcE6EqE%2Fs%2F1537065336%2Fbr%2F250520093253-l&data=05%7C02%7Cjenny.gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7C9b15be0a928c4e41ae0608dce6f1d379%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638639173569678938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NXSNLuxP3M5cRJo0woZm3g9qv6XcaFdKUBC%2B7n1LMvw%3D&reserved=0
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Holocaust Remembrance Instructional Resources  

The mission of the Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission (THGAAC) is to 
combat and confront hatred, prejudice, and indifference by educating all Texans about the Holocaust 
and other genocides in an effort to dismantle antisemitism and prevent such future atrocities.  

Instructional resources provided by the THGAAC are available to local educational agencies 
throughout the year, especially during Holocaust Remembrance Week, which next occurs the week of 
January 27–31, 2025. During this week, Texas Education Code, §29.9072 requires public schools to 
provide age-appropriate instruction on the Holocaust using resources developed or approved by the 
THGAAC.  

The THGAAC web page for Holocaust Remembrance Week provides the following resources, which 
can be used during Holocaust Remembrance Week as well as other times of the year:  

  

• Holocaust Instruction Requirements for Texas Schools   

• How to Teach About the Holocaust   

• Planning the Week on Your Campus   

• Elementary School Resources   

• Middle School Resources   

• High School Resources   

• Request a THGAAC Speaker for Your Classroom, Campus, or Community Event  

  

For more information about the mission and services provided by the THGAAC and to contact the 
Commission, please visit the Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advisory Commission 
website.  

  

Texas State Board of Education Meeting, November 19 – 22  

The next meeting of the State Board of Education (SBOE) will occur November 19-22, 2024. An agenda 
is published prior to each meeting. The TEA provides meeting webcasts for people interested in 
watching from a computer or device. Archived webcasts are also available. To access these SBOE 
meeting resources, please visit the SBOE web page.   

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#29.9072
https://thgaac.texas.gov/learning/hrw/requirements-for-texas-schools
https://thgaac.texas.gov/learning/hrw/how-to-teach-about-the-holocaust
https://thgaac.texas.gov/learning/hrw/planning-the-week-on-your-campus
https://thgaac.texas.gov/learning/hrw/holocaust-elementary-resources
https://thgaac.texas.gov/learning/hrw/holocaust-middle-school-resources
https://thgaac.texas.gov/learning/hrw/holocaust-high-school-resources
https://thgaac.texas.gov/events/request-a-speaker
https://thgaac.texas.gov/
https://thgaac.texas.gov/
https://sboe.texas.gov/
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Public Comment Period for Updated Social Studies Instructional Materials Is 
Open    

The Substitutions and Content Updates web page has been updated with a request from Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, McGraw-Hill, Savvas, and Studies Weekly to update content in their adopted social 
studies materials.   

The public is invited to review and comment on the proposed content changes. Please submit an 
Instructional Materials Review and Approval (IMRA) help desk ticket if you need assistance.   

  

Apply for Assessment Educator Committees    

Each year the Texas Education Agency (TEA) invites Texas educators to provide feedback on the 
development of state assessments (STAAR, STAAR Alternate 2, and TELPAS) through educator 
committees across all assessed grades and content areas. Developing high-quality, aligned questions 
relies on the expertise and experience of Texas educators. Participants collaborate with other 
educators from across the state to review, edit, and approve each potential question for state 
assessments. TEA is specifically looking for educators from your region!    

The commitment is generally two to three days in Austin with all travel, accommodations, and 
substitute coverage paid for by TEA. All participants will earn continuing professional education 
credits. If you are interested or know other educators who would like to participate in a committee, 
fill out the application form here: https://www.texasassessment.gov/educator-committees.html.      

 

 

Thank you for your commitment to serving Texas students. 

Social Studies Team 
Curriculum Standards and Student Support Division 

curriculum@tea.texas.gov 
(512) 463-9581 

For questions or additional information, please visit the social studies web page or submit a 
Curriculum Request Form through the TEA Help Desk.  
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYXBwLnNtYXJ0c2hlZXQuY29tL2IvZm9ybS8zYWRjM2VmYzFmZDc0M2I5ODBkZmU0NjcyZDlkNWY5ZiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDEwMDcuMTUxMzE5MSJ9.rNwEWnNWk8fjUWAn7a1uNuoa_C02YxHpzFlBeU3I8mo%2Fs%2F1537065336%2Fbr%2F250520093253-l&data=05%7C02%7Cjenny.gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7C9b15be0a928c4e41ae0608dce6f1d379%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638639173569606969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ULfnK9G4PCcdRPfTUDmDAe3ne8EEpyQCJv2FIE6CNiw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vaGVscGRlc2sudGVhLnRleGFzLmdvdi9JbnN0cnVjdGlvbmFsTWF0ZXJpYWxzSW1wbGVtZW50YXRpb24vSW5zdHJ1Y3Rpb25hbC1NYXRlcmlhbHMtUmV2aWV3LUFuZC1BcHByb3ZhbC0tLUlNUkEvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MTAwNy4xNTEzMTkxIn0.kqTPLxpu4SimCWsGXx06fbyPnpXP7YLQAR7eqhWUv1o%2Fs%2F1537065336%2Fbr%2F250520093253-l&data=05%7C02%7Cjenny.gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7C9b15be0a928c4e41ae0608dce6f1d379%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638639173569620893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7nnkU0voeuhr5CF6IWzAVm7FKbMcErqDJ%2FHyCd2uaqM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.texasassessment.gov%2Feducator-committees.html&data=05%7C01%7CJenny.Gaona%40tea.texas.gov%7C08b5de81ff664b4a40e008dbda3fc749%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638343739694246077%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0IdtSDiGY2G0MjCFBS4kKhH6J0XEEmaEy%2FIvbJ0v4Qs%3D&reserved=0
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/subject-areas/social-studies
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/Curriculum-Subpage/
https://helpdesk.tea.texas.gov/Curriculum-Subpage/

