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Th e  s h o rt a g e  is  re a l.



Fa c e b o o k . 



“Th a t  w o n ’t  w o rk .”



Th e  La s t  
Fro n t ie r



Th e n  t h e  p a n d e m ic  h it … 



W ylie  ISD P a rt n e rs h ip

● Co lla b o ra t io n  a n d  P a rt n e rsh ip  fo r:
○ St a ff Tra in in g  in  Re m ot e  Se rvice s  De live ry
○ Sp e c ia l Ed u ca t ion  Se rvice s
○ Mu sic  Th e ra p y
○ Sp e e ch  La n g u a g e  P a t h o log y 
○ Occu p a t ion a l Th e ra p y
○ Visu a lly Im p a ire d  - TVI
○ St u d e n t s  w it h  Sig n ifica n t /Mu lt ip le  Disa b ilit ie s

WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



18,359 Enrollment
43% White
23% Hispanic
15% Black
12% Asian
5% Two or More
2% Other

Economically 
28 % Disadvantaged

7 0 Languages spoken

7 0 9 Enrollment Gain 

for 21-22

WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Disability Breakdown
29% Specific Learning 
Disability
24% Speech Impairment
20% Autism
15% Other Health Impairment
5% Intellectual Disability
5% Emotional Disturbance
1% Auditory Impairment
1% Visual Impairment

Sp ecia l Ed u ca t io n

2 ,27 0 Students (12.4%)

6 33 5 year increase 

135 Teachers

18 5 Paras 

7 8 Specialists



WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Ser vice  Lo g is t ics
● Trained, experienced online providers

● In-person facilitators

● Materials through US mail or email

● External cameras

● Appointments to consult with students/staff

● Hybrid model to mentor new staff

Pr o vid in g  s er vices  wh en  u n ab le  t o  s t a ff



St u d en t  Co n n ect io n s
● Accessible for all students (1:1 technology)

● More students participate in services
○ Staffing shortage of teacher of visually impaired

● Older students can access anywhere 
○ Decrease in secondary students avoidance
○ Less stigmatizing

● Increased student knowledge/use of accessibility features and 
digital skills

WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

M eet in g  s t u den t  n eed s



Pa r en t  In vo lvem en t
● Increased flexibility for parents

● Increased parent involvement with staff 

● Increased participation via virtual IEP meetings or hybrid meetings

● Increased participation in district sponsored Parent Learning 

WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

In cr eas ed  r e la t io n s h ip - bu ild in g , co m m u n ica t io n , 
an d  p a r t icip a t io n



Su s t a in ab ilit y
● Part of a continuum of service options

● Different than Emergency Remote Learning

● Supports student technology preparedness

● Equal opportunity/access for ALL students to 
learn technology

● Broaden teacher resources for instruction with 
campus based teachers 

WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



“Th a t  w o n ’t  w o rk .”

“Th is  is  w o rk in g !” 



   



Ha lf o f a ll TEXAS s c h o o l d is t r ic t s  h a ve  n o  
m e n t a l h e a lt h  s e rvic e s .

CBSNe w s Re p o rt

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/texas-schools-mental-health-services-psychologists/


W h y?

1. Ge t t in g  s c h o o ls  o n b o a rd
2. Fin d in g  e n o u g h  c e rt ifie d  m e n t a l h e a lt h  

p ro vid e rs



   



yo im p o rt o c o lo ra d o .o rg  



Th a n k  yo u

WYLIE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT



Em ily Sm it h  Ed .S CCC-SLP
Fo u n d e r & CEO, Te le Te a ch e rs

e m ily@t e le t e a ch e rs .com

Lin ke d In : Em ily Sm it h

P h o n e : (4 17) 230 -2691

w w w .t e le t e a ch e rs .com

mailto:emily@teleteachers.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emilysmithslp/
http://www.teleteachers.com
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