
June 29, 2022

Kirsten Baesler
North Dakota State Superintendent



Choice Ready Federal and 
State Accountability



    



School Accountability System



   



Innovation



• Innovative Education (SB 2186)
• North Dakota Century Code
• North Dakota Administrative Code on Innovative Education

• North Dakota Learning Continuum & Mastery Framework (SB 2196)
• North Dakota Century Code References

• Learn Everywhere (HB 1478)
• North Dakota Century Code
• North Dakota Administrative Code on Learn Everywhere

• Virtual Academies
• North Dakota Administrative Code on Virtual Schools/Academies
• North Dakota Administrative Code on Virtual Instruction Because of Weather or Other Conditions

  

https://www.ndlegis.gov/cencode/t15-1c06.pdf#nameddest=15p1-06-08p2
https://www.ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-19-03.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/districtsschools/learning-continuum
https://www.ndlegis.gov/cencode/t15-1c07.pdf#nameddest=15p1-07-35
https://www.ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-19-04.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-30-02.pdf
https://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-30-01.pdf


Innovative Education –
Waiver History

• Senate Bill 2186 became law in 2017

• Provides flexibility for various sections of NDCC based on 
comprehensive school plan



Senate Bill 2196

Competencies are defined as relevant concepts that can be applied over time 
across multiple contexts and disciplines



Academic Attributes

10

ELA S. Studies Science Math

● Critical Reading

● Organizing & 
Expressing 
Ideas in Writing

● Inquiry & 
Research

● Engaged 
Citizenship

● Historical 
Perspectives & 
Change

● Global 
Connections

● Culture

● Evaluation 
through 
Evidence

● Analyzing & 
Interpreting

● Modeling

● Experimentation/ 
Investigation

● Problem 
Solving

● Connections

● Reasoning and 
Proof



- District-approved Mastery Framework Policy
- Allows districts to waive the traditional unit of instructional time
- Aligned to the ND Learning Continuum
- Must identify the portions of the ND Learning Continuum which must be mastered for 

a student to attain units necessary for high school graduation

- Questions to Consider:
- How have we consulted with our stakeholders regarding the move towards mastery?
- How will the district document student learning and mastery?
- What does satisfactory mastery look like in the district?
- What supports will be provided to educators? Parents? Students? 
- How will we transition to this new system? 
- What will communication and messaging look like for our learning community? 

Mastery Framework Policy



Traditional Model 

Competency/Mastery Framework Model (SB 2196)

North Dakota Graduation Pathways



What does this mean for students? 

State Level District Level
- Next step in Personalized 

Learning journey
- ND Learning Continuum is the 

Base
- Flexibility for graduation (SB 

2196)
- Opens doors for larger Systems 

Change

- Optional for districts
- Collective educator Buy In

through productive struggle and 
personalization

- Transparent learning 
expectations through Mastery 
Framework

- Common Foundation for 
assessment



• Permits schools to offer credit for educational opportunities 
that take place outside the school building 

• Nicknamed the “Learn Everywhere Bill,” as it allows students 
to learn outside the walls of the classroom in conjunction 
with a sponsoring entity that provides educational 
opportunities in a more hands-on way than they may get in 
the classroom.

House Bill 1478: Learn Everywhere 



Learn Everywhere – Application Process

• Potential sponsoring entities create a proposal, submit to school for 
approval

• They may work with the school district along the way in preparing their proposal
• There is no “statewide” approval for sponsoring entities

• Must get approval from any district/non-public school in which they wish to provide learning 
opportunities 

• Districts/Nonpublic Schools must develop a local policy to participate 
• Submission and approval process for proposals
• Eligibility requirements for sponsoring entities 
• Educational opportunity accountability 

Learn Everywhere – Application Process



Virtual Academies
Virtual Academy: where students learn.

Virtual Learning: what students do.
Virtual Instruction: what teachers do.

House Bill 1388: Virtual Academies



1. Purpose: Provide virtual instruction
• School would be separate from the physical school
• Example: a school district with a high school, a middle school, and an elementary school may 

also establish a virtual high school, middle school, and elementary school
• Process: Plans for virtual academies must be approved both by the local school board and the 

North Dakota Department of Public Instruction. The approval process can take two weeks or 
more.

2. Purpose: Provide instruction due to emergency response
• A district may use a virtual school to provide instruction in cases of inclement weather or 

emergencies.
• Examples: A blizzard, a hazardous chemicals accident, a school fire, or a breakdown in the 

school’s heating system. This is a short-term solution and is not intended to be used for full-
time distance learning. 

• Process: A board policy must be in place to use this option. The policy does not need the 
approval of the Department of Public Instruction.

Virtual Academies Scenarios



Kirsten Baesler
kbaesler@nd.gov
Phone (701) 328-3264
www.nd.gov/dpi

Questions?

mailto:kbaesler@nd.gov
http://www.nd.gov/dpi
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