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= Supports and timelines

= Background Information

=  Connections to the PK Guidelines and the
Best Practices Guides-Learning
Environments

= Next Steps

" Questions, Survey and Certificates

Prekindergarten Best Practices

Introduction

At TEA, our vision is to prepare every child in Texas for success in college, career, or the military. This vision is
set forth by building a foundation for knowledge and skills in reading, math and other developmentally appro-
priate subjects that serve the needs of the whole child in early childhcod education. In partnership with families,
schools, and communities, the Early Childhood Education Division at TEA provides support, resources, and guid-
ance that are aligned to effective early learning practices and support the foundational framework for creating a

high-quality early childhood educational program.




TEM. Learning Objectives

Texas Education Agency

> Review current supports and timelines that align to implementation of
the 2022 Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines in the 2023-24 school year.

» Review key content in Best Practices in ECE: PK Guides specific to
learning environments.

» Explore next steps for technical support with the Prekindergarten
Guidelines through the Best Practices in ECE guides with upcoming
webinars and office hours.




Supports and Timelines
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s’ B3€ST Practices in ECE Guide-Training Rollout

Webinar 1: « DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE PRACTICES « SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
Foundations « RESEARCH BASED BEST PRACTICES « SUPPORTING EMERGENT BILINGUAL CHILDREN

* CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION AND ROUTINES
. . * ACTIVITY/LESSON PLANNING AND CURRICULUM
Webinar 2: * PHYSICAL ARRANGEMENT

Learning
Environments

* DAILY SCHEDULE
* LEARNING CENTERS

* OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

*Recorded webinars are available on our Texas Prekindergarten Guideline webpage



Background Information
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1. Parts of the introduction section of the 2015 TXPKG were taken out to provide
a condensed version of the 2022 TXPKGs, with a focus on skills and outcomes.
The decision was made to compile that content as a separate resource.

2. PKG focus groups determined the need for more support with best practices
in Kindergarten and guidance for ECE Administrators.

3. The content in these guides required:
 Areview of current research in the ECE field
A condensed and easily accessible format (webpages)

 Exemplars




TEM. Best Practices in ECE: Prekindergarten Guide
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Prekindergarten Guide

e Purpose:

e Support educators in providing effective, high-quality
instructional practices in early childhood classrooms

e Audience:
e Teachers/Teacher Assistants

e District/Site Coaches/Instructional staff that support
Prekindergarten classrooms




Learning Environments




TEA’ Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement




TEs. Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement
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.Prekindergarten Guide-Classroom Organization

Classroom organization that supports

routines
e norms (e.g, looking eyes, listening ears)
e procedures (e.g, fire drill, arrival/dismissal)
e Labeled objects with print/picture for
identification (e.g., cubbies, focus wall )
e Charts or Visual scaffolds
e Visual daily schedule
Attendance
Helper charts
Planning charts (e.g., learning centers)
Concept chart (e.g.,, vocabulary list)
Letter/word wall
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Learning
Centers

Prekindergart

en Guide-Learning Centers

Early Childhood Education Learning Centers

Dramatic Play Center
Children use life-like furniture and
materials to learn and pretend using
their own imaginative schemas.

Construction Center
Children engage with a variety of
construction materials to build
structures using instructional
themes and imaginative schemas.

Writing Center

Children use writing tools and
fine-motor experiences to
practice drawing and writing.

S

read and write.

SEI‘ISOI’y Center

Children interact with tactile
materials (e.g., sand, water, pasta,
beans, paper, light box, etc.) to
learn through sensory experiences.

Library/ABC Center

Children use a diverse set of reading
materials, puppets, and story-telling
props to build their motivation to

Math Center

Children use a variety of math
materials to engage in number
sense, geometry, measurement,
and classification activities.

Science/Discovery Center
Children use a variety of science
and/or nature materials to engage
in discovery and inquiry with the
world around them.

Art/Creativity Center
Children use a variety of art
materials and tools to express
themselves through creative,
open-ended means.

~
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Texas Education Agency

TEX Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers
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« Library/Literacy/ABC Center ' e &
« Writing Center

- Art/Creativity Center

- Science/Discovery Center

« Math Center

« Sensory Center

Other possible centers/stations in the ECE classroom:

« STEAMrelated center

. Discovery zone- organic elements and gardening

. Coding and robotics

. Engineering-tinker table/ deconstruction areq,
light and sensory zone, lego wall/table

. Creative arts (music, dance, theater)




TEA. prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers

The role of the classroom staff during learning centers:

= Actively play with the childrenin = be vigilant

centers " anticipate children’s behavior

= Facilitate social interactions " be aware of problem-solving
among peers challenges that may occur

= Comment on child’s play schema between peer-to-peer

= Opportunities for formative interactions
assessment " be actively engaged with children

who require additional support
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Prekindergarten Guide- Outdoor Learning
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TEA Prekindergarten Guide-Activity/Lesson
Planning
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TEA. prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules

Effective Integrated learning

PK3 and

PK4 daily  Abalance between teacher-directed and child-driven
classroom (choice) learning experiences

schedules Developmentally appropriate, hands-on, play-based
should activities

include: Intentionally designed opportunities

Opportunities for relationship-building and
communicative experiences with peers



TEﬁ% Prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules

Schedule and Activity Guidance:

e Referenced throughout the school day, and
consistently followed

e Time for transitions and self-help procedures

e Daily group activities should include cross-
content learning experiences throughout the
school day

Calendar Time:
* Activities that support child development and the
concept of time
e Time within a day (PK3/PK4.V.D.4) vs. length
of time across days/weeks/months

)\

Whole Small
Group  Group

15-20 minutes 10-15 minutes
Informational .
and Intenthnal,
community _engaging
building instruction
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Contact us:
TEA - Early Childhood
Education Division

ECE Support Portal

Any
Questions?



https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4d5f51a7bf624ae884e5f21c31fa5853

TEss. Prekindergarten Guide Survey

Texas Education Agency

Let us know how we can
support you better!

-« N0lyabonga ).‘,Ja f S
. [Iankﬂm'fjﬁ”m lesekkiir edenm.y =

lﬂﬂgc:nﬁglieﬂawa fna kﬂ hlagmla fam EIH ]B mlsaut[a matnndu I'a B i aES_:
= aQanip mana_
B uam i sOCHCRAKKeram £

|Bk nmaka!uulmun U[a[”p gmm,:u[] [ 3|I]h mallh amamnﬁ l

”“““ “”" Sll [lYﬂk"“kh”"k”D" arigalo mdakmem e

= BUBES e
Uh" i ""I‘St“k“ fahmel Uidr 3 mmﬂh dhanyavadagaly w SWkia £ MEPCH

f_f"'?”ﬂﬁﬁ - ZFAFEU T xmne D me[cl

fann QJ
N

bayarlalaa ﬂﬂﬁllll
0racie

hvala

JMmadruara

kaszanim

kun dankon 4ci0
muakoze 2
fenki =

=_
N
=




	Best Practices in ECE: Prekindergarten Guide�Learning Environments�Webinar 2 of 2�7/24/23 
	Best Practices Guide Team
	Agenda
	Learning Objectives
	Supports and Timelines
	PK Guideline Support Timeline
	Best Practices in ECE Guide-Training Rollout
	Background Information
	“Best Practices in ECE: Guide”� Background Information
	Best Practices in ECE: Prekindergarten Guide 
	Learning Environments
	Prekindergarten Guide Resources�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Classroom Organization�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Outdoor Learning Environments�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Activity/Lesson Planning�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules�
	Next Steps
	Questions
	Slide Number 29
	Best Practices in ECE_Prekindergarten Guide (Webinar 2 of 2) accessible_cut.pdf
	Best Practices in ECE: Prekindergarten Guide�Learning Environments�Webinar 2 of 2�7/24/23 
	Best Practices Guide Team
	Agenda
	Learning Objectives
	Supports and Timelines
	PK Guideline Support Timeline
	Best Practices in ECE Guide-Training Rollout
	Background Information
	“Best Practices in ECE: Guide”� Background Information
	Best Practices in ECE: Prekindergarten Guide 
	Learning Environments
	Prekindergarten Guide Resources�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Classroom Organization�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Outdoor Learning Environments�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Activity/Lesson Planning�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules�
	Next Steps
	Questions
	Slide Number 29

	Best Practices in ECE_Prekindergarten Guide (Webinar 2 of 2) accessible_cut.pdf
	Best Practices in ECE: Prekindergarten Guide�Learning Environments�Webinar 2 of 2�7/24/23 
	Best Practices Guide Team
	Agenda
	Learning Objectives
	Supports and Timelines
	PK Guideline Support Timeline
	Best Practices in ECE Guide-Training Rollout
	Background Information
	“Best Practices in ECE: Guide”� Background Information
	Best Practices in ECE: Prekindergarten Guide 
	Learning Environments
	Prekindergarten Guide Resources�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Physical Arrangement�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Classroom Organization�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Learning Centers�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Outdoor Learning Environments�
	Prekindergarten Guide-Activity/Lesson Planning�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules�
	Prekindergarten Guide- Daily Schedules�
	Next Steps
	Questions
	Slide Number 29




