Military-Connected Student
Program Updates




Why Identify Military-Connected Students?

* The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA, 2015)
requires local education agencies to identify
military-connected students as a unique subgroup

* Their progress on standardized assessments must
be reported annually along with other highly
mobile groups

* In Texas and other states, military-connected
students are identified using a Military Student
|dentifier, or MSI




Who are our military-connected students?

* TEC §26.006(d) - “Military-connected student”
means a student enrolled in a school district or
open-enrollment charter school who:

* (1) is a dependent of a current or former member of:
o the United States military;
o the Texas National Guard; or
o a reserve force of the United States military; or

* (2) was a member of a military or reserve force
described by Subdivision (1) who was killed in the line
of duty




1/6/2025

Capturing the Military Student Identifier in PEIMS

* Students identified as a military-connected student are
captured in PEIMS using one of six “military identifier” codes
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C197 MILITARY-CONNECTED-STUDENT- TX-MilitaryConnectedStudentindicatorType  08/01/2013 8/26/2019
CODE
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0 Not a military-connected student

1 Student in grade KG - 12 is a dependent of an active duty member of the United States military

2 Student in grade KG — 12 is a dependent of a current member of the Texas National Guard (Army, Air Guard, or State Guard)

3 Student in grade KG — 12 is a dependent of a current member of a reserve force in the United States military

4 Pre-kindergarten student is:
1) a dependent of an active duty member of the armed forces of the United States, including the state military forces or a reserve
component of the armed forces, who is ordered to active duty by proper authority, or
2) is the child of a member of the armed forces of the United States, including the state military forces or a reserve component of the
armed forces, who was injured or killed while serving on active duty.
Note: A student remains eligible for enroliment if the child’s parent leaves the armed forces or is no longer on active duty after the
child begins a prekindergarten class.

5 Student in grade KG — 12 is a dependent of a former member of one of the following:
- the United States military
- the Texas National Guard (Army, Air Guard, or State Guard)
- a reserve force in the United States military

6 Student in grade KG — 12 was a dependent of a member of a military or reserve force in the United States military who was killed in
the line of duty




Military-Connected Students

" Texas is home to 15 active-duty military installations and over
199,000 military-connected students (2"4 most nationally)

= School-age dependents of military personnel are faced with
numerous transitions during their formative years

= On average, military children move 3x more often than civilian
peersh

= Military dependents who move from one school to another
during high school years are faced with special challenges to
learning and future achievement

Sources:
A Revolving Doors: The Impact of Multiple School Transitions on Military Children



https://tpcjournal.nbcc.org/revolving-doors-the-impact-of-multiple-school-transitions-on-military-children/

Capturing the MSI

* How should a school ask the MSI question in an easy-to-
understand way?

Please fill out the following form, sign, and return to the campus for
your KG-12"" grade student

Military Connected Student

Student is a dependent of a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps or
Coast Guard on Active Duty

Student is a dependent of a member of the Texas National Guard (Army, Air Guard, or
State Guard)

Student is a dependent of a member of a reserve force in the United States military
(Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps or Coast Guard)

None of the above




Sample Questionnaire

" Here is a sample paper
military student
identifier
guestionnaire from
Houston ISD

HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

MILITARY-CONNECTED STUDENT SURVEY
All information MUST be completed by parent, school personnel or community lizison.

School Grade Date
Student Name HISD ID#
Dear Parent or Guardian:

The State of Texas requires schools to collect data relating to the enrollment of military-connected
students. This collection is done to allow educational institutions the ability fo monitor critical
elements of education success for children who are dependents of military personnel and show the
state’s commitment to military personnel and their children.

For students in grades Kindergarten through 12:
1. s the student a dependent of an active-duty member of the United States military?
O Yes O No

2. |s the student a dependent of a current member of the Texas National Guard (Army,
Air Guard, or State Guard)?
O Yes O No

3. Is the student a dependent of a current member of a reserve force in the United States military?
O Yes O No
For pre-kindergarten students only:

4. |s the student a dependent of an active-duty member of the armed forces of the United States,
including the state military forces or a reserve component of the ammed forces, who is ordered
to active duty by proper authority or who was injured or killed while serving on active duty?

O Yes O No
For students in grades Kindergarten through 12:

5. Is the student a dependent of a former member of the following: the United States military, the Texas
National guard (Army, Air Guard, or State Guard), or a reserve force in the United States military?

O Yes O No

b. Is the student a dependent of a member of a military or reserve foree in the United States military who
was killed in the line of duty?

O Yes O No

If you answered “Yes" to the questions above, district personnel will contact you to provide
additional information. Please complete the following information:

Parent/iGuardian Home Address Telephone Number




Military ldentifier Infographic
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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

@ What are a school's requirements for collecting military student
identifier data?
Districts and o#enenmllme nt charter schools must include the military
student identifier question in their student enrollment packet.

@ Dtoeles t_)he parent/guardian need to provide proof of their military
status?
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make copies of Department of Defense (DoD) identification cards.
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The 86th Texas Legislature - SB 1557
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https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/school-support



https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/school-support

SY 2023 Military-Connected Students by ESC Region
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SY 2023 Military-Connected Student Distribution by ESC Region
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SY 2022 Military-Connected Students by ESC Region
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Military Student Identifier SY 2020-SY 2022
| MilitaryStatus | 2020 | 2021 | 2022

Active Duty (1) 72,442 71,131 63,103
TX National Guard (2) 6,136 6,599 6,665
Reserve Force (3) 12,498 12,366 11,440
Pre-K (4) 9,405 8,525 8,878
Veteran (5) 15,175 66,118 102,483

Fallen in the Line of
Duty (6)
Total 115,868 176,554 199,326

212 1,182 1,757




Change Over Time in Statewide PEIMS MSI Rates

Statewide Military Connected Change by Student Codes (2019-2023) Current Member on Active-Duty in US Military
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= - ﬂ; PEIMS codes 1-4 were created as a requirement of
_ the Every Students Succeeds Act (ESSA). Codes 5
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 and 6 were added as a result of state law to

Year (Second year of school year range) expand the definition of military-connected

KG-12 US Military Active Duty(01) % KG-12 TX National Guard(02) % students to include these two additional
KG-12 US Reserves(03) % PK Armed Forces(04) % t .
KG-12 Armed Forces(05) % KG-12 Military KIA(06) % Categories.




Frequently Asked Questions

" What are the benefits of identifying students as military-
connected (Military Student Identifier or MSI)?

= District and open-enrollment charter schools will be able to
appropriately link military connected students and their families to
resources, services and laws (MIC3 - www.mic3.net) they are
eligible for because of their active-duty or veteran status.

* What are a school’s requirements for collecting military

identifier data?

= Districts and open-enrollment charter schools must include the
military student identifier question in their student enrollment

packet.



Frequently Asked Questions

= Does the parent/guardian need to provide proof of
their military status?

= Verification of military status is not required for the
purposes of the military student identifier.

= Verification may be required if the school has a special
program for which there is an eligibility requirement, such
as state-funded prekindergarten.

= Districts and open-enrollment charter schools, should not
make copies of Department of Defense (DoD)
identification cards.




Frequently Asked Questions

" How does the military connected student identifier in
the Public Education Information Management

System (PEIMS) differ from the Federal Impact Aid
Survey?

= The MSI and the Federal Impact Aid Survey are not
connected in PEIMS

* The Impact Aid Law (Title VIl of ESEA) allows local school
districts to apply for financial assistance if the school
district’s boundaries include federal land, including Indian

lands, that are otherwise exempt from school district tax
rolls



https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/impact-aid-program/

What’s Next? (Call to Action)

" Talk to your school leaders about the federal and state
aw requirements to collect data on the Military Student
dentifier (MSI)

" How is this collected during the enrollment process?

" |s the MSI questionnaire easy to understand so it doesn’t
confuse parents?

" Does every student in the school have a MSI code?
= All students should have acodeO, 1, 2, 3,4, 5, or6

" If the parent selects PEIMS code #6 (service member killed in
action), does your campus have a process is place for counseling
services?

= |sit possible for the Counseling Department to form a group specifically
for kids who have lost a parent for any reason?




Upcoming Trainings and Events

Military Connected Students & Purple Star Presentations:

e Purple Star Application Process Opens Monday, April 3, 2023 — Friday,
June 2, 2023, SY 2023-24

* Purple Star Application Training Meetings

e Thursday, March 30, 2023, at 1pm
e Thursday, April 6, 2023, at 10am

19


https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QKuXuMwIT2uJtG7QQSaolw
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M1XdjTH8RZGJlbut8iW84Q

Key R

esources and Supports

1) TEA HMAR Division Resources

2) Students, Families & Schools Support

3) Military Interstate Compact (MIC3)

Purpose

To increase awareness, build capacity, and improve TEA supports, resources and tools available for Texas
schools to address the unique needs and statutory requirements of highly mobile and at-risk students.
Ultimately, the Division exists to improve the school experience and education outcomes of all highly mobile
and at-risk students in Texas public schools.

8

&
Human Trafficking Mental and Behavioral Health

®
Texas Education for Homeless

Military Connected Students Pregnancy Related Services

Division Resources

® = &

Webinars Newsletters Tools and Resources

HMAR Division Website

Military-Connected Student and Family
Resources

=

Student and
Family Support

General
Resources

= ke
P &
Child. Youth. National Guard. Reserve,
8 Family Programs & Veterans

Post-Secondary
Education

Military Interstate Children's Compact Commission MIC3

The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children (Military Compact) exists to strengthen
transitions and close educational gaps as military families and their children move to a new school district in an-
other state.

Learn More

Purple Star Campus Designation

The Purple Star Campus Designation recognizes Texas district and char-
ter schools that show their support and commitment to meeting the
unique needs of military-connected students and their families.

View 2022-23 Awardees

Military-Connected Website

MILITARY INTERSTATE
CHILDREN’'S COMPACT
COMMISSION

IC3

MIC3

MIC3 MEMBER PROFILE
TEXAS

OVERVIEW

The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children was developed jointly by The Council of State
Governments' National Center for Interstate Compacts and the U.S. Department of Defense, with input from policy experts, national
assocn:ucms teachers, school administrators, military families, and federal, state, and local officials. The Compact eases interstate

transition by the children of active duty service members such as enrollment, cligibility, placement
and graduation. On average, military students will attend six to nine different school systems from kindergarten to 12 grade.

Initial discussions about the Compact began in 2006, and drafting began early in 2007. First available for legislative consideration in
2008, the Compact was adopted by all 50 states and the District of Columbia mn just 6 legislative sessions.

HISTORY
Texas adopted the Compact in May 2009. The model language was adopted with modifications for statutory format. The Legislature
altered the State Coordination section with a separate section. The dues are paid by the Texas Education Agency

Bill sponsor(s): Senator Leticia Van de Putte and Representative Susan Lewis
Location in Statute or Code: Texas Statutes, Education Code, Chapter 4, 162.001 — 162.005

| COMMISSIONER Michael Morath 016 — Present
Michael Williams' 012 - 2016
Robert Scott 010 - 2012

| DESIGNEE/ALTERNATE Shelly Ramos 016 — Present

APPOINTING AUTHORITY: Governor

STATE COUNCIL

Sec. 162.005. STATE COORDINATION.
(a) The Texas Education Agency shall provide for coordination amng state agencies, school disticts, and military

this state's partic n and liance with the compact and compact activities, as required by

Article VIII of the compact.
(B) To the extent that the compact requires or authorizes a State Council created m accordance with Article VIII of the
compact to perform a duty or function, the Texas Agency or the of edh as approp s, shall
perform that duty or function.

SIATE COUNCIL MEETINGS
State Council is in place with names only. The State Council has never met.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
= Texas hosted the 2010 Annual Business Meeting.

Texas attended the meeting in 2010, 2014 and 2015 by a Temporary Commissioner. They attended in 2016 with a Commissioner
Designee.

MIC3 Website



https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/highly-mobile-and-at-risk-student-programs
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/interstate-compact-on-educational-opportunity-for-military-children

Contact Us
, * Dr. Jimmy Bowser

* militaryconnectedstudents@tea.texas.gov

g

- « | * Tea.texas.gov/mil

* Sign-up for TEA Military Newsletter

here: https://public.govdelivery.com/accou
nts/TXTEA/subscriber/new

1/6/2025


mailto:Militaryconnectedstudents@tea.texas.gov
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