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Connect High  
School to Career 
and College

A COHERENT CAREER READINESS FRAMEWORK
In recent years, the State of Texas has significantly improved support for schools to ensure students graduate 
career ready. Programs of Study highlight the career and technical education courses that prepare students 
for success in obtaining industry-based certifications so that they can graduate college and career ready. The 
A-F accountability system recognizes the efforts of our schools to encourage this preparation. Schools have 
financial incentives to help students earn those certifications before they graduate. HB 1525 was passed in 2021, 
providing additional funding as students proceed to more advanced career courses.14

TEXAS LEGISLATURE
HB 1525

87th Legislative Session
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PROGRAMS OF STUDYCAREER CLUSTERS
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSE SEQUENCE EXAMPLE

Sheet Metal
Workers

Median Wage: $45,025 
Annual Openings: 1,191

2030 Jobs Projection:
12,155

HVAC and Refrigeration
Mechanics and Installers

Median Wage: $47,230 
Annual Openings: 3,627

2030 Jobs Projection:
36,263

Cost Estimators
Median Wage: $65,531 
Annual Openings: 1,680

2030 Jobs Projection:
17,669

   Associate’s Degree

• Business Administration
  and Management

• Mechanical Engineering

• HVAC and Refrigeration
  Engineering Technology

• Business 
  Communication

   Bachelor’s Degree

• Business Administration
  and Management

• Mechanical Engineering

• Construction Engineering
  and Management

• Commerce

   Advanced Degrees

• Business Administration
   and Management

• Mechanical Engineering

• Construction Engineering
  and Management

• Commerce

Work-Based Learning Opportunities

Human Services

Information Technology

Law and Public Service

Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics

Transportation, Distribution, Logistics

Agriculture, Food, Natural Resources

Manufacturing

Business, Marketing, and Finance

Education and Training

Health Science

Hospitality and Tourism

Energy

Arts, AV Technology, and Communications

Architecture and Construction
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