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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
2015-2016 Title I 1003(a) Priority and Focus School Grant 
Application Closing date – 5:00 PM, October 26, 2015

Section A: Eligibility Questions
Question A-1
Who is eligible to receive 1003(a) Priority and Focus school funds?

Answer

You can find a list of Priority and Focus schools with funding amounts at http://tea.texas.gov/Finance_and_Grants/Grants/Applying_for_a_Grant/Entitlements,_Division_of_Grants_Administration/  
Question A-2

May grantees of the Texas Title I Priority Schools (TTIPS), Cycle 3 receive 15-16 1003(a) funding?

Answer

No, a campus currently receiving TTIPS funding is not eligible.
Section B: Application-Related Questions
Question B-1

A district can not view individual campus applications via eGrants. A district only has access to one application via eGrants. Is this correct?

Answer 

Yes, the application for 2015-2016 Title I 1003(a) Priority and Focus School Grant is a district application. An LEA  will submit  on behalf of their priority and focus schools that are supplemental to the Title I, Part A funds. 
Question B-2
6100, Part 3 - Do we request hourly supplemental personnel on the OTHER lines(17-34) by position with a district cumulative total based on campus requests or do we need to add an additional personnel attachment and list the specific requests by campus number? The attachment is similar to what we do for NCLB application.

Answer
Yes, please budget for hourly supplemental personnel on the Other lines.  Total number of positions for all PFS campuses.  Keep the campus specific information at the local level along with supporting documentation.
Question B-3
6300, Part 6/6600, Part 10 - Are supplies and materials and/or capital outlay costs that exceed 75% of a campuses grant award allowable?

Answer

There is no expenditure cap for 2015-2016 however it is the district’s responsibility to ensure campus expenditures fall within program guidelines.  LEAs keep campus based information at the local level and must be able to provide supporting documentation upon request that clearly shows how exceeding 75% will help students on a campus improve and pass state standards.  

Question B-4
6400, Part 7 - Do we need to submit the request forms for campuses requesting Out-of-State Travel since the guidance has changed?

Answer

Yes.

Question B-5
6400, Part 7 - Do we need to submit the request forms for campuses requesting field lessons since the guidance has changed?

Answer

Yes.

Question B-6
6600, Part 10 - The application has room for 16 capital outlay requests.  Do we add a capital outlay requests attachment and list the specific requests by campus number?

Answer

The application 6600 should be grouped for all campuses.  Locally, keep the information on which campuses get particular 6600 items.

Question B-7
Do the “Use of Funds” questions need to be attached to the application or do we wait until they are requested?

Answer

LEAs may attach the use of funds form if they choose to, negotiators will ask for forms from specific LEAs as needed.

Section C: Program-Related Questions
Question C-1

Can a LEA reserve 40% for a district initiative for every campus in the district?
Answer

No, the campus must be Title I served with Title I funds and funds must only be used to support LEA and school-level school improvement efforts to directly benefit priority and focus schools. For example, a campus that feeds into a priority/focus school and is being Title I served may have a benefit of a district initiative.
Question C-2

In the Program Guidelines it states that a Priority school must address the Reading and Math safeguards, can we use 1003(a) funds for other areas such as Science?
Answer

Yes, so long as Reading and Math are being addressed or has progressed for the campus. During the data analysis review for the campus if Science is a high need, this is documentation for a campus that supplemental funds are needed to address this area.
Section D: Funding Questions
Question D-1

Can the district disburse any dollar amount to the priority and focus schools?

Answer

Districts with identified priority and focus schools are eligible to receive supplemental funds through the Title I 1003(a) Priority and Focus School grant on behalf of their priority and focus schools. Funding allocations per district will be calculated based on the number of eligible priority and focus schools within the district at the amounts of $153,808 per priority school and $17,000 per focus school. These funds must only be used to support district and campus- level school improvement efforts to benefit these schools.

Question D-2

How can an LEA disburse funds once the district reserves 40% for a district initiative?

Answer

As fair as possible and to the extent by which all focus schools still receive some level of funding and priority schools receive a higher level of funding.
Question D-3

Can an LEA reduce funding for Focus Progress schools and provide additional funding to Focus Schools. For example,  an LEA has a set of Focus progress schools that the LEA would only like to distribute $5,000 for them and give other Focus schools, who have not progressed $10,000. 

Answer
Yes, so long as the LEA has the methodology on how they distributed the funds is held locally for audit review. For example, data is held that a set of Focus schools are progressing faster than other focus schools in the District, therefore the LEA will reduce Focus progress schools by 5% and distribute the additional funds evenly to the other focus schools. 
Question D-4

Is pre-award available for the 2015-2016 Title I 1003(a) Priority and Focus School grant?
Answer

Yes, pre-award costs are permitted for this grant. These pre-award costs will be allowed from July 1, 2015, until the submission of this grant application, and will be listed on the BS6004 schedule with attachements. [image: image1.png]
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