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Grade 4 Writing 
Expository Prompt 

 
 
 
 
 

READ the information in the box below.

Most people have a favorite season or time
of year.

THINK about the time of year you like the most.

WRITE about your favorite time of year. Explain what makes it special to you.

Be sure to —

• clearly state your central idea
• organize your writing
• develop your writing in detail
• choose your words carefully
• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences



STAAR Grade 4 Expository Writing 

Score Point 1 

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the 
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies 
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are 
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational 
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
central idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to maintain 
focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may shift abruptly 
from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.  

 The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes 
causes serious disruptions in the flow of the essay. At other times the lack of 
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to 
present ideas in a random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the 
essay unclear or difficult to follow.  

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer 
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.  

 The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is 
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked 
to the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no 
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity 
of the essay. 

 Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of 
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning. 
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Score Point 1 
The writer of this response identifies winter as his favorite season. In the opening sentences, 
the writer provides three reasons to love winter. However, instead of explaining why winter is 
his favorite season, the writer develops most of the response with a narrative about 
anticipating snowfall and engaging in a snowball fight with Mom.  Since most of the writing 
is not in expository form, the development is inappropriate to the specific demands of the 
prompt.  Confusion about the writing task results in a very limited writing performance. 
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Score Point 1 
The writer of this response identifies August, December, and July as her favorite times of 
year. While this approach is acceptable, the absence of a specific central idea causes the essay 
to lack coherence. Although the writer maintains an appropriate expository form, the 
progression of ideas from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is weak. 
Additionally, the writer's reasons for selecting these months are weakly developed. The writer 
attempts to link a holiday and birthday to each month, but since these reasons were covered in 
the introduction, the resulting development is repetitive and insubstantial. The writer 
demonstrates partial control of conventions and limited word choice. Overall, this essay 
represents a very limited writing performance. 
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Score Point 1 
The writer identifies summer as his favorite time of year and attempts to explain its appeal by 
stating that playing football on a trampoline is his favorite summer activity.  However, this 
idea is weakly developed since the only information provided is that this game is fun and that 
the writer can perform a backflip. Repetition and wordiness weaken the flow of the essay, and 
a narrative element in the second paragraph doesn't contribute to the explanation. 
Additionally, the writer's limited word choice and awkward, uncontrolled sentences result in 
an ineffective response. 
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Score Point 1 
After briefly referring to being out of town during the summer, the writer recounts the events 
on the last day of school. This organizational strategy is not suited to the expository task. The 
writer's development of her reasons for liking summer (hot temperatures and sleeping late) 
lacks details and is therefore insufficient. Serious and persistent conventions errors, such as 
the spellings of basic words (tolld, leve, baie, lait), create disruptions in the fluency of the 
writing and sometimes interfere with meaning. The writer's confusion about the expository 
writing task, as well as the problems with conventions, result in a very limited writing 
performance. 

 
     

 



STAAR Grade 4 Expository Writing 

Score Point 2 

The essay represents a basic writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be 
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay 
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are 
only somewhat suited to the expository task. 

 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the 
writer’s central idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an effective 
central idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with 
the focus and coherence of the essay.  

 The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled. 
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of 
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the 
relationships among ideas.  

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the 
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too 
briefly or partially presented.  

 The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the 
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing 
task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic 
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone 
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality 
and clarity of the essay.   

 Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor 
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.  
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Score Point 2 
The writer identifies spring as his favorite time of year and attempts to develop the piece with 
three reasons: the weather, the neighborhood gardening event called the "dig in" party, and the 
annual trip to Six Flags.  The "dig in" party is the best developed of these ideas because the 
writer not only explains what kind of party it is and who attends it, but also provides some 
specific details about the flowers she and her sister planted last year and will plant this year.  
The writer's organizational structure and control of conventions is adequate, but the overall 
development is minimal in this basic writing performance. 
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Score Point 2 
The writer identifies spring as her favorite time of year. Although the writer maintains an 
appropriate expository form, wordiness and repetition in every paragraph weaken the 
progression of ideas (The very first reason is the very best reason…but that is just one reason; 
reason two is the middle reason; reason three is a reason everyone loves). The writer’s 
transitions from paragraph to paragraph are too perfunctory to support the flow of the essay. 
Although the writer attempts to develop the reasons within each paragraph, the minimal 
details and formulaic approach reflect little thoughtfulness. The writer demonstrates an 
adequate command of conventions, but the superficial development and wordiness reflect 
only a limited understanding of the expository writing task. 
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Score Point 2 
In this basic writing performance, the writer establishes the central idea that summer is his 
favorite season. The writer includes many reasons, but they are not presented in a logical and 
controlled way; ideas shift abruptly from no school to more exercise to sleepovers and back to 
more ways to stay active. In addition, the repetitive sentence structure, with most sentences 
beginning with "you," weakens the overall effectiveness of the essay. The development is 
superficial because the details and examples are too briefly and partially presented, 
demonstrating the writer's limited understanding of the expository writing task. 
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Score Point 2 
In this basic writing performance, the writer identifies Valentine’s Day as her favorite time of 
year. The writer maintains an appropriate expository form and attempts to develop the essay 
by describing several components of this holiday: cards, candy, presents, and time with 
friends. However, the details and observations are too briefly presented to add much substance 
to the essay. Additionally, the repetition about loving the holiday and “spending time with 
family and friends” further weakens the development and causes minor disruptions in the 
progression of ideas. 

 
 



STAAR Grade 4 Expository Writing 

Score Point 3 

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the 
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is 
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately 
suited to the expository task.  

 The writer establishes a clear central idea. Most ideas are related to the 
central idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The essay 
is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in 
focus. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the 
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections 
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships 
among ideas. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and 
examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the 
essay. 

 The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt 
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner 
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an 
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to 
the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. 

 Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part 
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any) 
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of 
the essay. 
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Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer selects winter as his favorite time of year.  
The writer develops the essay with specific details about the annual winter vacations and why 
they are important.  These insights add some substance and thoughtfulness to the piece.  
Sentences are varied and controlled, and word choice reflects a good awareness of the 
expository writing task. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer establishes the clear central idea that summer is her favorite season. Using an 
organizing structure that is suited to the expository task, the writer focuses on three reasons to 
enjoy summer: the absence of school, various fun activities, and refreshing treats. The 
progression of the writer’s ideas is generally logical and controlled, although stronger 
transitions would enhance the unity of the essay. In addition, sentence-to-sentence 
connections are sufficient to show the relationships among ideas. Each paragraph provides 
specific examples and details, with an emphasis on ways to stay cool in the summer heat; 
these details add some substance to the piece.  Overall, the writer demonstrates a good 
understanding of the expository task. 
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Score Point 3 
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer establishes the clear central idea that 
Christmas is her favorite time of year because it is her birthday.  The progression of ideas is 
generally logical and controlled as the writer develops the essay by describing the festive 
events that traditionally occur at Christmastime: cake, presents, and fun family time.  
Although these events are presented in a loose chronological order, the writer maintains an 
appropriate expository form by including details that enhance the explanation of why 
Christmas is so special.  The writer demonstrates an adequate command of conventions and a 
good awareness of the expository writing task. 
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Score Point 3 
The writer establishes the clear central idea that fall is his favorite time of year.  Using an 
organizational strategy that is adequately suited to the expository task, the writer focuses on 
the presence of leaves to explain the appeal of the season.  Each of the activities (raking, 
jumping into the piles, counting leaves, admiring their colors) is developed with specific 
details.  In addition, the writer's strong command of conventions and specific word choice 
contribute to the clarity of the essay.  While the final two reasons for preferring fall 
(Thanksgiving and Halloween) do not carry out the theme of fall leaves, they do contribute to 
the overall development of the essay.  However, the writer's transition from fall leaves to 
holidays could be smoother.  Overall, the writer demonstrates a good understanding of the 
expository writing task in this satisfactory writing performance. 
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Score Point 4 

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.  

Organization/Progression 

 The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose 
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully 
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly 
well suited to the expository task. 

 The writer establishes a clear central idea. All ideas are strongly related to 
the central idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. By 
sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified and 
coherent. 

 The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful 
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of 
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the 
writer’s train of thought easy to follow. 

Development of Ideas  

 The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and 
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay. 

 The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her 
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect 
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that 
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task. 

Use of Language/Conventions 

 The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen 
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the 
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the 
essay. 

 Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the 
effectiveness of the essay. 

 The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and 
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage 
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from 
the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of 
the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay. 
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Score Point 4 
In this accomplished writing performance, the writer establishes the clear central idea that 
summer is her favorite season. The writer establishes focus with an engaging narrative 
introduction, and the progression of ideas is logical and controlled. The precise, evocative 
language and specific details used to describe the sensations of being outside during the 
summer strengthen the essay and reflect a keen awareness of the expository writing task.  
Sentences are purposeful and well controlled, and the overall strength of conventions further 
contributes to the effectiveness of this skillfully crafted essay. 
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  Score Point 4 
In this accomplished performance, the writer identifies summer as his favorite season. The 
organizing structure is well suited to the expository task, and strong sentence-to-sentence 
connections make the writer's train of thought easy to follow. The writer describes his 
feelings of liberation from the drudgery of schoolwork, explains how the annual family trip 
to Indiana is fun, and recounts the days spent in his backyard pool. Every sentence 
contributes to the effectiveness of this thoughtful, coherent essay. 
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Score Point 4 
The writer selects winter as her favorite time of the year. She uses a brief scenario about chilly 
weather and holiday shopping to engage the reader. The writer effectively develops her 
explanation by describing the Christmas activities shared with family and the opportunities for 
fun in the snow. The progression of ideas is logical and well controlled, and the writer's 
personal observations and insights add substance.  The writer conveys a keen awareness of the 
expository purpose, and the overall strength of the conventions further contributes to the 
effectiveness of this accomplished essay. 
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Score Point 4 
In this engaging essay, the writer identifies Halloween as his favorite time of year. The writer 
uses meaningful transitions to progress from the abundance of candy to game-filled parties to 
the tradition of wearing costumes. Specific and well-chosen details add substance to the essay.  
The purposeful and precise word choice and the engaging, informative tone convey the 
writer's keen awareness of the expository purpose. Additionally, well-controlled sentences and 
the overall strength of conventions contribute to this accomplished writing performance. 
 


