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ACT’s Continuum of Solutions 
Coherent. Aligned. Researched. Proven. Validated. 
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Assessments: Evidence and Validity 

The Science Behind ACT 

Does the test measure 
what it purports? 

 
ACT National 

Curriculum Survey® 

Does the test predict 
performance in a 

reliable way? 
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Students and 
High Schools: 

Define what students know 
and are able to do. 

ACT College 
and Career 
Readiness 
Standards 

 
ACT College 
Readiness 

Benchmarks 

 
 
 
 

Postsecondary: Define 
what students know and if 

they are on target 
for success. 
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Test Score Scales 
English 

– Usage and Mechanics      
– Rhetorical Skills          

Mathematics 
– Pre-Algebra/Algebra         
– Algebra/Coord Geometry       

 Geometry/Trig          
Reading 

– Social Studies/Sciences         
– Arts/Literature          

 
Science          
 

Composite         
• Average of four test scores (No writing) 

 

The ACT with writing 
• Combined English and Writing    
• Writing Test subscore 
 

The ACT Features 
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• New readiness indicators were 
introduced in fall 2015 
– English Language Arts (ELA) 

Score 
– STEM Score 
– Understanding Complex Texts 

Indicator 
– Progress Toward Career 

Readiness Indicator 
 

New Readiness Indicators  
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What’s Next for the ACT 
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The ACT Aspire Assessment System® is a vertically scaled, 
standards-based system of assessments that monitor 
student growth and progress in the context of college and 
career readiness. 

 

ACT Aspire Overview 
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• English, math, reading, science, and writing assessments 

• Grades 3–8 and Early High School (grades 9–10) 

• Computer-based testing AND paper-and-pencil 

• Connected to ACT College and Career Readiness Standards  
and Benchmarks, along  
with other high-stakes  
standards initiatives 

• Longitudinal reporting  
on a vertical scale  
linked to the ACT® 

• Device Delivery                                                            
• Chromebook and iPad approved all subjects and grades 

ACT Aspire Overview 
 

Summative Assessments 
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Interim Assessments 
• English, math, reading, and science assessments  

• Grades 3–10  

• Computer-based testing  

• Connected to ACT  
College and Career  
Readiness Standards  
and Benchmarks,  
along with other sets of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
college and career readiness standards    

• Device Delivery 
• iPad and Chromebook approved all subjects and grades                                                         

 

ACT Aspire Overview 
 

Periodic Assessments 
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Classroom Assessments 
• English, math, reading, and science assessments  

• Grades 3–8  

• Computer-based testing  

• Connected to ACT  
College and Career  
Readiness Standards  
and Benchmarks,  
along with other sets of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
college and career readiness standards    

• Device Delivery 
• iPad and Chromebook approved all subjects and grades                                                         

ACT Aspire Overview 
 

Periodic Assessments 
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Multiple Item Types 
• Selected Response 

Items can accurately distinguish students who grasp a basic concept from those who 
do not. As one component of our assessments, selected-response items can help 
measure a large amount of content in a brief time. 

• Constructed Response  
Require learners to use creativity, organizational skills, logic, and content knowledge to 
demonstrate understanding.  

• Technology Enhanced  
Any question that takes advantage of computer capability to present material to the 
student, engage the student in an activity, simulate the creation of information, or 
otherwise allow interaction not possible in paper mode testing.  
 

ACT Aspire Features 
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Online Reporting for Schools and Districts 

• Rich data and insights  

• Accessible via computer or tablet 

• Downloadable PDFs of  
student reports 

• Dynamic online reporting  
for schools, districts, and states   

• Aggregate data files available  
for download to SIS 

ACT Aspire Features 
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Sample Student Report  
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Sample Teacher Report  
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• Applied Math 
• Locating Information 
• Reading for Information 
• Applied Technology 
• Business Writing 
• Listening for 

Understanding 
• Observation 
• Teamwork 

ACT WorkKeys Overview 
 

Cognitive Assessments 
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Linked to the skill requirements of more than  
20,000 jobs profiled 

ACT WorkKeys Features 
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ACT WorkKeys® Cognitive Assessments are research-
based measures of foundational skills essential to career 
success 
• Criterion-referenced to workplace skill requirements 
• Linked to over 20,000 ACT-authorized job profiles 
• Multiple-choice assessment 
• Results expressed as level scores (Level 3 – Level 7) 
• Proctored and time-bound 
• Pencil-and-paper and computer-based formats 
• Offers immediate score reports (computer-based) or ACT scored 

(paper-and-pencil) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ACT WorkKeys Overview 
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ACT National Career 
Readiness Certificate™ 
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Platinum: Scores of 6 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 99% of jobs in the ACT JobPro® 

database 
 
Gold: Scores of 5 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 93% of jobs in the ACT JobPro database 
 
Silver: Scores of 4 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 67% of jobs in the ACT JobPro database 
 
Bronze: Scores of 3 or higher on all tests; indicates skills 
required for at least 15% of jobs in the ACT JobPro database 

 
 

Source: ACT JobPro Data 2006-2010 

ACT NCRC Overview 
 
Issued at four levels: 
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ACT NCRC Benefits 

• Valuable work readiness credential with the potential to improve 
career and economic outcomes for individuals and employers 

• Assists employers in making better decisions about who to hire, 
train, and promote 

• Assists economic development  
by providing evidence of skilled  
workforce to attract business  
and industry 

• Assists workforce development  
by helping displaced workers  
reenter the job market 

• Complementary to other academic  
and non-academic credentials 
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Courses 
 

English 
• English 9 
• English 10 
• English 11 
• English 12 

Science 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Physics 

 
 

ACT QualityCore Features 
 

 
 

Mathematics 
• Algebra I 
• Algebra II 
• Geometry 
• Pre-Calculus 

Social Studies 
• US History 
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Resources for Increasing Rigor 
• Rigorous Course Standards 
• Instructional Resources 
• Formative Item Pool 
• End-of-Course Assessments 
• Progress Monitoring 
 

ACT QualityCore Features 
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Improving Overall Performance 
• Focus on fewer, clearer, and higher course standards 
• Improve and align instructional methods 
• Measure student progress over time 
• Targeted interventions 
• Data-based decisions 
• Customize instruction to needs of specific classrooms, 

schools, and districts 
• Achievement in ACT QualityCore courses has strong 

bearing on ACT scores 

ACT QualityCore Benefits  
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ACT QualityCore Benefits 
 
 

Helps Teachers  
• Reach and teach all students 

Helps Principals 
• Ensure curriculum meets college and career readiness 
• Identify common practice in current curriculum 
• Know when students will be introduced to the standards and 

understand when they should meet them 

Helps Districts 
• Increase overall quality and rigor of high school core courses 
• Ensure quality of instruction and intensity of learning are consistent 

in each classroom and each school 
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ACT’s Continuum of Solutions 
Coherent. Aligned. Researched. Proven. Validated. 
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