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8114.xx. American Sign Language Levels | and-H-Nevice-Progress-Cheekpoint (One Credit Per Level).

TEKS with edits

Committee Comments

@ General requirements.
The committee is creating a level 2 separate
) ) ) ) ) ) from level 1. The committee chose to delete
Levels | and-H—Noviceprogress-checkpeint can be offered in elementary, middle, or high school. There is | “novice checkpoint” because depending on
Q) no prerequisite required for this course. At the high school level, students are awarded one unit of credit per | the skill a student may quickly be advanced
level for successful completion of the level. in ASL (such as with fingerspelling). The
committee wanted to clarify there is no
required course before this one.
@) Using grade age-appropriate materials activities, students develop the ability to perform the ta >>>>>changed age to grade and activities to
novice language learner. The novice language learner, when dealing with familiar topics, sho materials
. - . . . “ASL” more appropriately modifies these
_afiuvalalallala
A) unders;[jand Ame_rlcia\n S!?hnILanQL(Jjaqe 'EA'Sll_-) short-signed phrases receptivel attending and words; “receptively™ more accurately
respond expressively with learned material; odifies the students® skills.
ign” is a more appropriate verb than
roduce”; “words” conveys that ASL is a
. . “real language” like other languages taught
(B) sign preduee learned words signs, concepts, phrases, and sent in LOTE: and “concepts” are often
communicated, in addition to “words” in
ASL.
© " This requirement pertains to reading; ASL is
© not a written language.
®) he 3 o-trs ibe-Ameri >>>>>DELETED
OB ;((:jognlze the impor “Applies” is a better verb.
: . . : The student needs to recognize the
(D)YF) recognize the impa ccuragy ef expression by knowing the components of ASL; importance of accuracy, not just of acquiring
including-grammar. accuracy.
. . . . This change will emphasize comprehension
(E)3 use e ceptive skills for te-+einferce comprehension over reinforcement of comprehension,
(b) Introduction.
The study of world languages is an essential part of education. In the 21st century language classroom,
students gain an understanding of two basic aspects of human existence: the nature of communication and
the complexity of culture. Students become aware of multiple perspectives and means of expression, which
1 lead to an appreciation of difference and diversity. Further benefits of foreign language study include The LOTE committees chose to all have the
A stronger cognitive development, increased creativity, and divergent thinking. Students who effectively same intro paragraph across all languages.

communicate in more than one lanquage, with an appropriate understanding of cultural context, are
globally literate and possess the attributes of successful participants in the world community.
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Communication is the overarching goal of world language instruction. Students should be provided ample
opportunities to engage receptively and expressively in conversations, present information expressively to
an audience, and to comprehend cultural and linguistic aspects of the language. There are three mode
communication: interpersonal, interpretive and presentational.
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The LOTE committees chose to all have the

same 2nd paragraph across all languages.

This one has minor changes to reflect that

ASL is a signed rather than spoken/written
guage.

American Sign Language difficulty ha at o1 the i0n Service Institute
and Defense Language Institute as a i 4 being the'most difficult.) ASLTA
states the challenges to ASL is prima

This conclusion is ba Seomple an ar syste ficant structural and cultural
differences in thegd@®tage. StudeQiSare d ally seated | emi-circle to facilitate visual
communication, cannot be takgmwithQlBooking away from the primary source of information,
and instruction occCHESAn the target | age e learning is done spatially and words are not
processed sequential &L he linear natlliie of spoken language cannot be used in ASL and the
simultaneous expressid its is used. The level of difficulty of ASL should be noted.

In the interpersonal modé nication, students will engage in direct signed communication with
others without voice. Exa cs of this “two-way” communication include but are not limited to
signing face-to-face or in a group discussion. Interpersonal communication includes receptive and
expressive sKills.

In interpretive (receptive) mode of communication, students demonstrate understanding of receptively
viewed communication within appropriate cultural contexts. Examples of this type of “one-way”
receptive comprehension include but are not limited to ASL Vlogs, other signed presentations and
signed DVD conversations.

(E)

In presentational (expressive) mode of communication, students present information in expressive form
without voice to an audience of receptive listeners with whom there is no immediate expressive

Listener there-> listener present

American Sign Language, Level |




interaction. Examples of this “one-to-many” mode of communication include but not limited to an
expressively signed presentation to a group or recorded in some way where there is no receptive
listener present to respond.

The use of age-level appropriate and culturally authentic resources is imperative to support the teaching of
the essential knowledge and skills for LOTE. The use of culturally authentic resources in world language

The LOTE committees chose to all have the

@) study enables students to make connections with other content areas, to compare the language and culture same 3rd paragraph across all languages.
studied with their own, and to participate in local and global communities.
While other languages possess a written and/or spoken element, American Sign Language (ASL) as well as
all other sign languages have no verbal and/or written form. ASL is a fully-developed natural language )
is used by members of the North American Deaf Community. The language is distinct from gestur The LOTE committees chose that all TEKS
in spoken languages in that ASL is controlled by the structures of its linguistic system, indep levels Wc;]md haf‘lle a”r:”(.j“é'.dl.’gl'zfd Ath ;
(4) English. ASL encompasses all of the features that make a language a unique, rule-governa Fﬁgiglr:fe dt'(I)';(Se ct the individual content o
system. ASL-has five parameter_s, which are handshapeg movements_, !ocatlons, palag New first sentence. New third from last
nonmanual signals, when combined, produce words. It is not a simplified lang sentence
and processes that English does not. The premise of Deaf culture is rooted in t
be separated.
ASL is a signed language where the modes of communication in n written and/or The committee chose to add a 5" paragraph
spoken languages. Since ASL information is received visually an to show exit proficiency levels for ASL.
interpretive listening and reading targets defined b This reflects similar standards found in other
(5) Interpersonal targets are receptive and expressi states. (changes to this section’s
through signs and the target is Presentatiog fqrmattmg, capltallzeglon, etc)‘changed
- - visual to signed; and “than written and or
the term used to describe a chosen writte spoken languages and the end of the first
signals to an English equivalent. sentence)
ASL | Exit proficienc & follows: Interpersonal Receptive is Etandards Eorkgf_?zg Amerllcq?_ Sign ;
(6) Novice Mid, Interpe Receptive is Novice High, and Ci?;ggﬁge y — get clarification for
Presentational Expres
Students who have fully & Is required at each proficiency level through home or
other immersion experien eritage speakers. Heritage speakers may be allowed to
accelerate based on their abi strate a proficiency in the TEKS at the proscribed proficiency
) level and communicate acros gdes of communication. According to the National ASLTA Standards,
“heritage language learning is ah emerging issue in ASL instruction. The formal instruction of ASL to deaf
is a very recent phenomenon, as is the availability of ASL instruction in K-12 settings for hearing children
of deaf parents. Heritage language learning is an important and developing interest in the field of ASL
teaching and learning.”
(c) Knowledge and skKills.
(1) Communication. The student communicates in ASL using expressive and receptive communication skills This emphasizes that ASL means no
without voice. The student is expected to: voicing.
(A) engage in a variety of ASL signed exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain | The committee preferred the elimination of

American Sign Language, Level |
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information;

“sign” as a verb when possible under the
Knowledge and Skills section.

demonstrate an understanding of basic ASL, simple-clearhysighed-tangtage such as simple stories,

The committee preferred ASL because it is
more specific than just “sign language.” The

(B) . L. . g . L o committee also preferred “every-day
every-day high-freguency commands, and brief instructions, when dealing with familiar topics; commands” to “high frequency” because it
is also more specific.
The committee doesn’t like the use of
“present,” because it is a more passive
©) %\[ preser?{ lnfor.ma}tlorcli in ASL using familiar words, concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentence (rjnegrcg'ﬂ,{':;;?setgf]g?m;nc'gfnerﬁigir;fsoa
to others without voice; an wanted to include “concepts” and classifiers
to convey that not all ASL literally translates
(word for word) into English.
The committee prefers “usage,” over
“awareness”; and the committee felt that the
: raram g hanges to the linguistic terms more
(D) (rosc:]:okr]] s'ltrate apprtoprlate us&;ge %%Wamﬂesio f ASI& T ¢ phonolog curately reflected current standard,
phology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics; an fessional usage
>>>>changed the end of the sentence to say
\ syntax, semantics, and pragmatics
& The committee wanted to add this as a
be exposed to and experience ASL literat handshapiBitoriesifaiinll owSEditional cultural | SEPAate requirement to ensure that students
(E) features - learn this skill.
e >>>>>changed beginning of the sentence to
“be exposed to and experience”
@) Cultures. The student gains kng S American Deaf ether cultures. The student is | The committee wanted to make this
expected to: expectation more ASL specific.
recognize and us@ to de strate an understanding of demenstrate-an The committee wanted to make this
(A) e e ople-do)-and-how they are related-to the perspectives (how expectation more ASL specific.
e i i af cult®re; the-cultures-studied—and >>>>deleted “in writing or ASL”
The original student expectation had always
seemed humorous to ASL teachers because
it seemed more suitable for other languages.
show evidence of apprecia¥®nh of ASL literature created by the Deaf dermonstrate-an-understanding-of | The committee decided to go in a different
(B) the-products{what-people-create) and how it applies they-arerelated to the perspectives {how-people direction and emphasize literature created by

perceive-things) of American Deaf culture; the-eultures-studied-

the Deaf in various forms (English, ASL,
other languages).

>>>>>>add “ASL” before lit, delete ASL lit
after “by the Deaf”
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show evidence of appreciation of the contributions by the Deaf and how they are applied to the

The committee created this expectation
because it is an important cultural

©) perspectives of American Deaf culture such as historical, geographical, political, artistic, and scientific | component.
avenues; and >>>>>fix whole breakout ; such as, totally
different now
: : : : . . The committee created this expectation
(D) deIrPonstrate an understanding of Deaf history and how it applies to the perspectives of American Deaf because it is an important cultural
CUTIUTE. component.
3) Conr?ect_lons. Thg student uses AS_L theJanguage to make connections with other subject areas and to Again, this change emphasizes ASL.
acquire information. The student is expected to:
21% century learners should be using
‘e technology, not just possibly using it. Again,
use resources and digital technology ’ .
(A) studied to gain access to information about ASL and Deaf culture; and ggzé:i%rl\;}gtltee wanted to emphasize ASL
>>>>clarify “digital” technology
(B) use ASL the-language to obtain, reinforce, or expand knowledge of other his change emphasizes ASL specifically.
Comparisons. The student develops insight into the nature of language and cultu . . .
) student's own language and culture to ASL and American Deaf cé Is change emphasizes ASL specifically.
demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language throu
(A) language and ASL;
demonstrate an understanding of the Letter “A” used “nature of language,” so this
(B) own culture and the American Deaf change is consistent with previous
Uit recommendations.
©) demonstrate an understangi e and culture can influence en The committee preferred these changes to
another. make it sound more professional.
Communities. The std . . .
5) Id by using ASL 4a e student is expected to: This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
el in and/or out of use-the-language both-within-and-beyond the . . .
P - . ST This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
(A) urI c_tlvn.es uch as attending Deaf events; participating-in >>>>>added “/or” the school setting
The committee chose to break this out
separately to reflect 21* century learning and
(B) be aware of methods of technology to communicate with the Deaf/ASL community; and to emphasize the use of technology.
>>>changed “use” to “be aware of...that is
used”
(©)B) show evidence of becoming a lifelong learner by using ASL at the novice proficiency level the This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
>>>>>add “/or”

tanguage for personal enrichment and/or career development.

American Sign Language, Level |




8114.xx. American Sign Language, Level Il (One Credit Per Level).

TEKS with edits

Committee Comments

(a) General reguirements.

) ) ) ) ) ) The committee decided to split levels 1 and
Level 1l can be offered in elementary, middle, or high school. American Sign Language Level | is a 2. This level is similar to 1 but with some
Q) required prerequisite for this course. At the high school level, students are awarded one unit of credit per changes to reflect a higher level. The
level for successful completion of the level. committee wanted to clarify that ASL |
needs to be taken before ASL II.
Using grade-appropriate materials, students develop the ability to perform the tasks of the novice- The committee added “novice-to-
) intermediate language learner. The novice-to-intermediate language learner, when dealing wi e commitiee added Novice
- intermediate” to reflect a higher level.
topics, should:
(A understand American Sign Language (ASL) phrases receptively and respon sively with learn
material;

(B) sign learned words, concepts, phrases, and sentences;

© recognize the importance of communication and how it appli af culture; and

(D) recognize the importance of accuracy of expression by knowi

(E) use expressive and receptive skills for cogg

(b) Introduction.

The study of world languages i st century language classroom,
students gain an understangi : the nature of communication and
the complexity of cu spectives and means of expression, which .

@ lead to an appreciatio urther benefits of foreign language study include STahrﬁ eLi(thrE S:Q;:;gﬁejciggsssz I::g?}i\;:he
stronger cognitive deve and divergent thinking. Students who effectively '
communicate in more th th an appropriate understanding of cultural context, are
globally literate and posse successful participants in the world community.

Communication is the overa of world language instruction. Students should be provided ample LOTE committees chose to have the same

Q) opportunities to engage receptivel and expressively in conversations, present information expressively to | 2nd paragraph across all languages. This one
an audience, and to comprehend cultural and linguistic aspects of the language. There are three modes of h_as minor changes to reflect t.hat ASL is a
communication: interpersonal, interpretive and presentational. signed rather than spoken/written language.

American Sign Language difficulty has been determined by standards of the Foreign Service Institute

(A) and Defense Language Institute as a level IV out of 4. (Scale is 1-4, 4 being the most difficult.)

ASLTA states the challenges to ASL is primarily in the modality of learning.
This conclusion is based on the complex grammar system and significant structural and cultural
(B) differences in the lanquage. Students are generally seated in a semi-circle to facilitate visual

communication, notes cannot be taken without looking away from the primary source of information,
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and instruction occurs in the target language where learning is done spatially and words are not
processed sequentially. The linear nature of spoken language cannot be used in ASL and the
simultaneous expression of complex units is used. The level of difficulty of ASL should be noted.

In the interpersonal mode of communication, students will engage in direct signed communication with

others without voice. Examples of this “two-way” communication include but are not limited to
signing face-to-face or in a group discussion. Interpersonal communication includes receptive and
expressive skills.

In interpretive (receptive) mode of communication, students demonstrate understanding of recepti
viewed communication within appropriate cultural contexts. Examples of this type of “one-w;
receptive comprehension include but are not limited to ASL vlogs, other signed presentatj
signed DVD conversations.

In presentational (expressive) mode of communication, students present inf

The LOTE committees chose to all have the
same 3rd paragraph across all languages.

an Sign Language (ASL)
WASL is a fully-developed natural
munity. The language is distinct from
in ASL are controlled by the structures of its linguistic
| of the features that make a language a unique, rule-

governed communicatio
needed to form signs and

The LOTE committees chose that all TEKS
levels would have an individualized 4"
paragraph to reflect the individual content of
the related TEKS.

ASL is a signed language where the modes of communication involve different skills than written and/or
spoken languages. Since ASL information is received visually and not in an auditory manner, the
interpretive listening and reading targets defined by ACTFL are called interpretive receptive; one-to-one
Interpersonal targets are receptive and expressive; one-to-many Presentational Speaking is expressed
through signs and the target is Presentational Expressive; ASL is not a formal written language, glossing is
the term used to describe a chosen written system of symbols devised to transcribe signs and nonmanual
signals to an English equivalent.

The committee chose to add a 5™ paragraph
to show exit proficiency levels for ASL.
This reflects similar standards found in other
states.

(6)

ASL 11 Exit proficiency levels as defined by ACTFL and ASLTA are as follows: Interpersonal Receptive is

Standards for Learning American Sign
Language by ASLTA — get clarification for

American Sign Language, Level Il
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Novice Mid, Interpersonal Expressive is Intermediate Low, Interpretive Receptive is Intermediate Low, and
Presentational Expressive is Intermediate Mid.

citation

Students who have fully or partially acquired the skills required at each proficiency level through home or
other immersion experiences are known as heritage speakers. Heritage speakers may be allowed to
accelerate based on their ability to demonstrate a proficiency in the TEKS at the proscribed proficiency
level and communicate across all modes of communication. According to the National ASLTA Standards,

@ “heritage language learning is an emerging issue in ASL instruction. The formal instruction of ASL to deaf
is a very recent phenomenon, as is the availability of ASL instruction in K-12 settings for hearing childre
of deaf parents. Heritage language learning is an important and developing interest in the field of AS
teaching and learning.”
(©) Knowledge and skills.
a Communication. The student communicates in ASL using expressive and receptj munication skill
without voice. The student is expected to:
(A engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to
information;
B) demonstrate an understanding of ASL, such as stories, every- : tructions, when The committee deleted words such as
dealing with familiar topics; “basic” and “brief” to reflect a higher level.
©) convey information in ASL using concg it i otheTs without voice;
. . . The committee added semantics and
(D) demonstrate appropriate usage of ASY ntax, semantics, and pragmatics; and pragmatics to reflect a higher level.
The committee decided to use “including”
rather than “such as” so that teachers must
(E) ;:re?te and expre teach handshape stories at this level, as
reatures. opposed to a recommendation only at level
1.
o) Cultures. The student gai owledge ap@Bunderstanding of American Deaf culture. The student is
expected to:
(A recognize and use Deaf cl orms to demonstrate, in writing or ASL, an understanding of the
perspectives of American B€af culture;
(B) show evidence of appreciation of ASL literature created by the Deaf and how it applies to the
perspectives of American Deaf culture;
© show evidence of appreciation of the contributions to arts and sciences by the Deaf and how they are
applied to the perspectives of American Deaf culture; and
(D) demonstrate an understanding of Deaf history and how it applies to the perspectives of American Deaf

culture.
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Connections. The student uses ASL to make connections with other subject areas and to acquire

@) information. The student is expected to:
(A) use resources and digital technology to gain access to information about ASL and Deaf culture; and
(B) use ASL to obtain, reinforce, or expand knowledge of other subject areas.
Comparisons. The student develops or expands insight into the nature of language and culture by . “ .,
(4) | comparing the student's own language and culture to ASL and American Deaf culture. The student is ;22?62?;“mg$ fs\?eeld or expands here to
expected to: '
demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the student's4
(A) :
language and ASL ;
(B) demonstrate an understanding of the nature of culture through comparisons of the
and the American Deaf culture; and
©) demonstrate an understanding of how one language and culture can influengd
) Communities. The student participates in the Deaf/ASL commun
to:
(A apply ASL at the novice-to-intermediate profi
involvement in cultural activities, such &
(B) use technology to communicate wit
© show evidence of becoming

level for personal engi

American Sign Language, Level Il




8114.xx28. American Sign Language Levels 111 and-P/—Itntermediate Progress-Cheekpeint (One Credit Per Level).

TEKS with edits

Committee Comments

(@) General requirements.
The committee is creating a level 4 separate
) ) o ) ) from level 3. The committee chose to delete
Levels 111 and-N—Intermediate progress-checkpoint can be offered in middle or high school. American “intermediate checkpoint” because
@ Sign Language Levels | and Il are a required prerequisite for this course. At the high school level, students | depending on the skill a student may quickly
are awarded one unit of credit per-tevel for successful completion of the level. be advanced in ASL. The committee wanted
to clarify that ASL Il needs to be taken
before ASL IlI.
Using grade age-appropriate activities, students expand their ability to perform novice tasks a
2 their ability to perform the tasks of the intermediate language learner. The intermediate lanagu
when dealing with everyday topics, should:
. . . Sairse . . “ASL” more appropriately modifies these
A) und§r§tand _Am_erlcan Sign Language (ASI__) re_:cer')tlvelv and respond expré ly with learned materi ords: “receptively” more accurately
’ difies the students’ skills.
A\
(B) sign learned words, cqncgptsl, phrases, and sentences ereate “ 5 to-communicate Changed to vertically align with levels 1&.2.
pe—aiHe+to S O O HC ".'3‘. m# G eta ,3"3 ateHd . . .
<) . . V" Changed to vertically align with levels 1&2.
on-famitliartoples
By Hade d-si Changed to vertically align with levels 1&2.
&) meet-Hmitedpra Changed to vertically align with levels 1&2.
O)FE apply Use I al norms tHESgAe L0 i the development of Changed to vertically align with levels 1&2.
communication
(DY{Sy _@gp_ly use knowledd the compon ASL to Changed to vertically align with levels 1&2.
increase accuracy of expression; and
(E)H) Ls€ EXPrEssIve and recef comprehension eepe-stecesshitly-th-straightforward-social-ang Changed to vertically align with levels 1&2.
SR St ens,
(b) Introduction.
The study of world languages is an essential part of education. In the 21st century language classroom,
students gain an understanding of two basic aspects of human existence: the nature of communication and
the complexity of culture. Students become aware of multiple perspectives and means of expression, which .
Q) lead to an appreciation of difference and diversity. Further benefits of foreign language study include The LOTE committees chose to all have the

stronger cognitive development, increased creativity, and divergent thinking. Students who effectively
communicate in more than one lanquage, with an appropriate understanding of cultural context, are
globally literate and possess the attributes of successful participants in the world community.

same intro paragraph across all languages.

American Sign Language, Level I
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Communication is the overarching goal of world language instruction. Students should be provided ample
opportunities to engage receptively and expressively in conversations, present information expressively tg
an audience, and to comprehend cultural and linguistic aspects of the language. There are three mode
communication: interpersonal, interpretive and presentational.

A A The LOTE committees chose to all have the
o i i j i 36 i same 2nd paragraph across all languages.

D
>
»)
D

D
D
D
D
D
D

(2) This one has minor changes to reflect that
aUa0 ASL is a signed rather than spoken/written
LA guage.
American Sign Language difficulty ha at Ot the i0n Service Institute
(A) and Defense Language Institute as a is@ 4 being the'most difficult.) ASLTA
states the challenges to ASL is prima
- . \ -
This conclusion is bg Seomple ar syste ficant structural and cultural
differences in theg . are g ally seated | emi-circle to facilitate visual
(B) communication, WwithQEUBlooking away from the primary source of information,
and instruction ocCHESh age e learning is done spatially and words are not
processed sequential e of spoken language cannot be used in ASL and the
simultaneous expressig its is used. The level of difficulty of ASL should be noted.
In the interpersonal modeé nication, students will engage in direct signed communication with
© others without voice. Exan¥¥ts of this “two-way” communication include but are not limited to
signing face-to-face or in a group discussion. Interpersonal communication includes receptive and
expressive skills.
In interpretive (receptive) mode of communication, students demonstrate understanding of receptively
(D) viewed communication within appropriate cultural contexts. Examples of this type of “one-way”
receptive comprehension include but are not limited to ASL vlogs, other signed presentations and
signed DVD conversations.
(E) In presentational (expressive) mode of communication, students present information in expressive form

without voice to an audience of receptive listeners with whom there is no immediate expressive
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interaction. Examples of this “one-to-many” mode of communication include but not limited to an
expressively signed presentation to a group or recorded in some way where there is no receptive
listener there to respond.

The use of grade-level appropriate and culturally authentic resources is imperative to support the teaching
of the essential knowledge and skills for LOTE. The use of culturally authentic resources in world language

The LOTE committees chose to all have the

@) study, enables students to make connections with other content areas, to compare the language and culture | same 3rd paragraph across all languages.
studied with their own, and to participate in local and global communities.
While other languages possess a spoken and/or written element, American Sign Language (ASL)
incorporates manual components with no verbal and/or written form. ASL is a fully-developed natural
language that is used by members of the North American Deaf Community. The language is disti .
gestures seen in spoken languages in that signs used in ASL are controlled by the structures ofd The LOTE committees chose that all TEKS
4) system, independent of English. ASL encompasses all of the features that make a language levels would have an individualized 4th
- - paragraph to reflect the individual content of
governed communication system. ASL includes handshapes, movements, and other.g the related TEKS.
needed to form signs and sentences, and parts combine to make wholes. It is ng
contains structures and processes that English does not. The premise of Deaf ¢
language itself and cannot be separated.
ASL is a signed language where the modes of communication in
spoken languages. Since ASL information is received visually and _ "
interpretive listening and reading targets defined b The committee chose to add a 5~ paragraph
(5) Interpersonal targets are receptive and expres to show exit proficiency levels for ASL.
- - - This reflects similar standards found in other
through signs and the target is Presentatigg states.
the term used to describe a chosen writte
signals to an English equivalent.
; . Standards for Learning American Sign
ASL 1l Ex!t profl_CIen Language by ASLTAg— get clarificafi,on for
(6) is Intermediate Mid, N
citation
Low, and Presentation
Students who have fully § Is required at each proficiency level through home or
other immersion experienc eritage speakers. Heritage speakers may be allowed to
accelerate based on their abi strate a proficiency in the TEKS at the proscribed proficiency
@ level and communicate across odes of communication. According to the National ASLTA Standards,
“heritage language learning is an emerging issue in ASL instruction. The formal instruction of ASL to deaf
is a very recent phenomenon, as is the availability of ASL instruction in K-12 settings for hearing children
of deaf parents. Heritage language learning is an important and developing interest in the field of ASL
teaching and learning.”
(©) Knowledge and skKills.
(1) Communication. The student communicates in ASL using expressive and receptive communication skills This emphasizes that ASL means no

without voice. The student is expected to:

voicing.

American Sign Language, Level I
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engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to socialize and to provide and obtain

Changed to vertically align with levels 1 and

(A) mformatlon atan mtermedlate prof|C|encv Ievel engag&mﬂa#anetyef—ﬂgnedrexeha#@e&teseelahze—te 2. Added “at an intermediate proficiency
d level” to reflect a higher level.
demonstrate an understanding of ASL, such as stories, commands and mstructlons When dealing with . . .
famlllar and less famlllar toplcs oo . Changed to vertically align with levels 1 and
(B) 2. Added “less familiar topics™ to reflect a
higher level.
convey information in ASL using concepts, classifiers, phrases, and sentences to others without voice gl Changed to vertically align with levels 1 and
© at the intermediate proficiency level; present-information-and-convey-short-messages-on-everyday 2. Added “at an intermediate proficiency
topics-to-othersand level” to reflect a higher level.
A
demonstrate appropriate usage of ASL phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, aagh\pregmatics Changed to vertically align with levels 1 and
(D) the intermediate proficiency level; and demenstrate-an-awareness-of-ASL-gramm 2. Added “at an intermediate proficiency
phenelogy/cherology- level” to reflect a higher level.
(E) create and express ASL literature, including handshape stories, that follows\@@itionalg@iihral ded to vertically align with levels 1 and 2.
features.
@) Cultures. The student gains knowledge and understanding of Ame };._ gaf other res. The student is | The committee wanted to make this
expected to: expectation more ASL specific.
) The committee changed this to reflect a
apply use ASL thelanguag he intermedtiate profieiency level to recr g usE Deaf cultural higher level. In levels 1 and 2 it says they
A) norms to demonstrate an understandifi@foT the perspg m rican Deaf cHfture; demenstratean can demonstrate an understanding “in
Hhde nding-of the practices-{what pegiele-do)-ap@how they afeftelated to-the perspe how writing or ASL”. The committee added
neonle nerceive thinas) of turas SElio “apply ASL”, meaning they must use ASL
only to demonstrate their understanding.
The original student expectation had always
seemed humorous to ASL teachers because
it seemed more suitable for other languages.
spply use ASL the4-R@hgae e ot Sproficiency el 1o show evidence of pprecaton of | T commite decdedtgo i aierent
B) I terature crtd . ow it ppllette prseC|sf enan De clture; the Deaf in various forms (English, ASL,
7 ° = PrEEs h il e e orEETEe other languages). In levels 1 and 2 it says
€ i GFESStRGHEe they can demonstrate an understanding in
general terms. The committee added “apply
ASL”, meaning they must use ASL only to
demonstrate their understanding.
apply ASL to show evidence of appreciation of the contributions to arts and sciences by the Deaf and | |1 comumittee added “apply ASL”,
Q) how th lied o th i f Ameri Deaf culture: and meaning they must use ASL only to
ow they are applied to the perspectives of American Deaf culture; an demonstrate their understanding.
- . . . . . Added to vertically align with levels 1 and 2.
(D) demonstrate an in-depth understanding of Deaf history and how it applies to the perspectives of The committee added “in-depth® to reflect a

American Deaf culture.

higher level.
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Connections. The student uses ASL the-tanrguage to make connections with other subject areas and to

T . - Again, this change emphasizes ASL.
) acquire information. The student is expected to: g ge emp
use resources and dIQItal technoloqv to gain access o in-depth mformatlon about ASL and Deaf culture | Changed to vertically align with levels 1 and
(A) 2. The committed added “in-depth” to reflect
a higher level.
apply ASL at the intermediate proﬂuency Ievel to obtam reinforce, or expand knowledqe of other Changed to vertically align with levels 1 and
(B) subject areas H 3 2. The committee added “at the intermediate
kngw[ed.ge_gf_gt.her_su.b}eet_&peas_ proficiency level” to reflect a higher level.
Comparisons. The student expands develeps insight into the nature of language and culture by co . . -
This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
4) :g? student's own language and culture to ASL and American Deaf culture anether. The stud Also aligns it vertically with levels 1 and 2.
This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
A) apply ASL usethe-language at the intermediate proficiency level to demo an understanding of The committee added “apply ASL”,
the nature of language through comparisons of the student's own language eaning they must use ASL only to
onstrate their understanding.
apply ASL use-the-language at the intermediate proficiency & nderstanding of ngsccgﬂﬁtz?gggzgﬁz I’;‘f}"‘zg‘;ﬁ!f'ca"y'
(B) the m eeneept of culture through comparisons of the stud e American Deaf meaning they must use ASL only to
culture; and demonstrate their understanding.
This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
©) The committee added “apply ASL”,
meaning they must use ASL only to
demonstrate their understanding.
(5) Coml mg;lllﬁlseing'zgitude This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
proficiency Ievel in and out of be%hwi%hiﬂ—and-beyend
(A) This change emphasizes ASL specifically.
V The committee chose to break this out
(B) use technology to comm fith the Deaf/ASL community; and separately to reflect 21% century learning and
to emphasize the use of technology.
(C)B) show evidence of becoming a lifelong learner by using ASL the-language at the intermediate This change emphasizes ASL specifically.

proficiency level for personal enrichment and career development.
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8114.xx. American Sign Language Level 1V (One Credit Per Level).

TEKS with edits

Committee Comments

(a) General reguirements.

o ) ) ) The committee decided to split levels 3 and
Level 1V can be offered in middle or high school. American Sign Language Levels I, II, and Il are a 4. This level is similar to level 3 but with

Q) required prerequisite for this course. At the high school level, students are awarded one unit of credit per some changes to reflect a higher level. The

level for successful completion of the level. committee wanted to clarify that ASL 11
needs to be taken before ASL IV.
Using grade-appropriate activities, students expand their ability to perform novice tasks and devel The committee added “intermediate-to-

) ability to perform the tasks of the intermediate-to-advanced language learner. The intermedi . dja;(c):e - toerf:e?lecfa o ;er IZveal ¢
advanced language learner, when dealing with everyday topics, should: & '

understand American Sign Language (ASL) phrases receptively and respon

(A)

material at an intermediate-to-advanced proficiency level;
e committee added “intermediate-to-

(B) sign learned words, concepts, phrases, and sentences at an interp vanced” to reflect a higher level,

© apply acquired knowledge of Deaf cultural norms to the deve tion skills;

(D) apply knowledge of the components of ASL to ig

(E) use expressive and receptive skills for cg

(b) Introduction.

The study of world languagesd st century language classroom,
students gain an understa 2. the nature of communication and
the complexity of cu of multlple perspectives and means of expression, which .

@ lead to an appreciatio urther benefits of foreign language study include STahrﬁ eLi(thrE S:Q;:;gﬁe:ciggssz:f I::g?}i\;:he
stronger cognitive deve and divergent thinking. Students who effectively '
communicate in more tha
globally literate and posse pf successful participants in the world community
Communication is the overarQ B of world language instruction. Students should be provided ample | T"® LZOEE commitrt]ees choseilt:) all have the
opportunities to engage recepti¥ely and expressively in conversations, present information expressively to | S3M¢ 2nd paragraph across alf languages.

@2 dience, and to comprehend cultural and linguistic aspects of the language. There are three modes of This one has minor changes to reflect that
an audience, and_ P : ; g S0 guage. ASL is a signed rather than spoken/written
communication: interpersonal, interpretive and presentational. language.

American Sign Language difficulty has been determined by standards of the Foreign Service Institute

(A) and Defense Language Institute as a level 1V out of 4. (Scale is 1-4, 4 being the most difficult.) ASLTA | All from ASLTA website —

states the challenges to ASL is primarily in the modality of learning.
This conclusion is based on the complex grammar system and significant structural and cultural
(B) differences in the language. Students are generally seated in a semi-circle to facilitate visual

communication, notes cannot be taken without looking away from the primary source of information,
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and instruction occurs in the target language where learning is done spatially and words are not
processed sequentially. The linear nature of spoken language cannot be used in ASL and the
simultaneous expression of complex units is used. The level of difficulty of ASL should be noted.

In the interpersonal mode of communication, students will engage in direct signed communication with

others without voice. Examples of this “two-way” communication include but are not limited to
signing face-to-face or in a group discussion. Interpersonal communication includes receptive and
expressive skills.

In interpretive (receptive) mode of communication, students demonstrate understanding of recepti
viewed communication within appropriate cultural contexts. Examples of this type of “one-w
receptive comprehension include but are not limited to ASL vlogs, other signed presentat
signed DVD conversations.

In presentational (expressive) mode of communication, students present inf

The LOTE committees chose to all have the
same 3rd paragraph across all languages.

an Sign Language (ASL)
WASL is a fully-developed natural
munity. The language is distinct from
in ASL are controlled by the structures of its linguistic

| of the features that make a language a unique, rule-

governed communicatio
needed to form signs and

The LOTE committees chose that all TEKS
levels would have an individualized 4"
paragraph to reflect the individual content of
the related TEKS.

ASL is a signed language where the modes of communication involve different skills than written and/or
spoken languages. Since ASL information is received visually and not in an auditory manner, the
interpretive listening and reading targets defined by ACTFL are called interpretive receptive; one-to-one
Interpersonal targets are receptive and expressive; one-to-many Presentational Speaking is expressed
through signs and the target is Presentational Expressive; ASL is not a formal written language, glossing is
the term used to describe a chosen written system of symbols devised to transcribe signs and nonmanual
signals to an English equivalent.

The committee chose to add a 5™ paragraph
to show exit proficiency levels for ASL.
This reflects similar standards found in other
states.

(6)

ASL 1V Exit proficiency levels as defined by ACTFL and ASLTA are as follows: Interpersonal Receptive

Standards for Learning American Sign
Language by ASLTA — get clarification for
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is Intermediate High, Interpersonal Expressive is Advanced High, Interpretive Receptive is Intermediate
High, and Presentational Expressive is Advanced High.

citation

Students who have fully or partially acquired the skills required at each proficiency level through home or
other immersion experiences are known as heritage speakers. Heritage speakers may be allowed to
accelerate based on their ability to demonstrate a proficiency in the TEKS at the proscribed proficiency
level and communicate across all modes of communication. According to the National ASLTA Standards,

O “heritage language learning is an emerging issue in ASL instruction. The formal instruction of ASL to deaf
is a very recent phenomenon, as is the availability of ASL instruction in K-12 settings for hearing childre
of deaf parents. Heritage language learning is an important and developing interest in the field of AS
teaching and learning.”
(©) Knowledge and skills.
a Communication. The student communicates in ASL using expressive and receptj munication skill This emphasizes that ASL means no
without voice. The student is expected to: oicing.
anged to vertically align with lower
(A engage in a variety of ASL exchanges of learned material to s@@i vels. Added “at an intermediate-to-
information at an intermediate-to-advanced proficiency level] advanced proficiency level” to reflect a
higher level.
(B) demonstrate an understanding of ASL, such assion cti en dealing with | The committee added “unfamiliar” topics to
familiar and unfamiliar topics; reflect a higher level.
© convey information in ASL using cd ] others without voice The committee added “intermediate-to-
at the intermediate-to-advanced profi advanced” to reflect a higher level.
(D) demonstrate appropri < : 8 Yhtax, semantics, and pragmatics at The committee added “intermediate-to-
the intermediate advanced” to reflect a higher level.
€ create and express i dshape stories, that follows traditional cultural
features.
o) Cultures. The student gains understanding of American Deaf culture. The student is
expected to:
apply ASL to recognize an@¥se Deaf cultural norms to demonstrate an understanding of the
perspectives of American Deaf culture;
apply ASL to show evidence of appreciation of ASL literature created by the Deaf, and how it applies
(B) : : .
to the perspectives of American Deaf culture;
© apply ASL to show evidence of appreciation of the contributions to arts and sciences by the Deaf and
how they are applied to the perspectives of American Deaf culture; and
(D) demonstrate an in-depth understanding of Deaf history and how it applies to the perspectives of

American Deaf culture.
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Connections. The student uses ASL to make connections with other subject areas and to acquire

©) information. The student is expected to:

(A use resources and digital technology to gain access to extensive information on ASL and Deaf culture; | The committee changed “in-depth” to
and “extensive” to reflect a higher level.
apply ASL at the intermediate-to-advanced proficiency level to obtain, reinforce, or expand knowledge | The committee added “intermediate-to-

@ H . ER] :
of other subject areas; and advanced” to reflect a higher level.

) Comparisons. The student expands insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing the

student's own language and culture to ASL and American Deaf culture. The student is expected to:

(A apply ASL at the intermediate-to-advanced proficiency level to demonstrate an understa The committee added “intermediate-to-
nature of language through comparisons of the student's own language and ASL; advanced” to reflect a higher level.

B) apply ASL at the intermediate-to-advanced proficiency level to demonstra The committee added “intermediate-to-
nature of culture through comparisons of the student's own culture and the dvanced” to reflect a higher level.

© apply ASL at the intermediate-to-advanced proficiency level tggdemonstrate committee added “intermediate-to-
one language and culture can influence another. advanced” to reflect a higher level.

©) Communities. The student participates in the Deaf/ASL communi

to:

(A apply ASL at the intermediate-to-adva The committee added “intermediate-to-
involvement in cultural activities, su advanced” to reflect a higher level.

(B) use technology to commugié

© show evidence of The committee added “intermediate-to-

advanced” to reflect a higher level.
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8114.xx. American Sign Language, Advanced Independent Study (One Credit Per Level).

TEKS with edits

Committee Comments

(a) General reguirements.
The committee decided to replace levels 5-7
with an independent study course. ASL 5-7
are not currently offered in any school in
American Sign Language Advanced Independent Study (ASL AIS) can be offered in high school. Tetxas%, bt”: werfometlr?eshhaxe sltudelnt_ls_;_rom
American Sign Language Levels I, 11, 111, and IV are a required prerequisite for this course. At the high out-ot-state who are at a higher 1evel. This
1) hool level. student ded it of credit level ful leti f the level. Thi level is similar to 4 but with some changes
school level, students are awarded one unit of credit per level for successful completion of the level. to reflect a higher level. The committee
course can be taken up to three times for state credit. wanted to clarify that ASL IV needs to be
taken before ASL AIS. This course can be
taken up to three times, which makes it a full
replacement for levels 5-7.
Using grade-appropriate activities, students expand their ability to perform intefi€diate-to-advanced tasks . « .
- - he committee added “advanced” to reflect
(2) and develop their ability to perform the tasks of the advanced language learner. :
- - - igher level.
learner, when dealing with everyday topics, should:
understand American Sign Language (ASL) phrases receptivé sively with learned
(A) : : : o :
material at an intermediate-to-advanced proficiency level;
. The committee added “advanced” to reflect
(B) sign learned words, concepts, phrases, and a higher level,
© apply acquired knowledge of Deaf c¥ The committee added “extensive” to reflect
skills; a higher level.
(D) apply knowledge of
(E) Use expressive a
(b) Introduction.
The study of world langud part of education. In the 21st century language classroom,
students gain an understang 8C aspects of human existence: the nature of communication and
the complexity of cylture. S_t Ome aware of multiple pe_rspectlves_ and means of expression, which The LOTE committees chose to all have the
Q) lead to an appreciation of diffeRfiCe and diversity. Further benefits of foreign language study include same intro paragraph across all languages
stronger cognitive development, increased creativity, and divergent thinking. Students who effectively '
communicate in more than one lanquage, with an appropriate understanding of cultural context, are
globally literate and possess the attributes of successful participants in the world community.
Communication is the overarching goal of world language instruction. Students should be provided ample ;rahrﬁeLg]Eigroargrrggﬁe:grgzg;elIt:’aﬁgu‘%‘gthe
Q) opportunities to engage receptively and expressively in conversations, present information expressively to This one has minor changes to reflect that

an audience, and to comprehend cultural and linguistic aspects of the language. There are three modes of
communication: interpersonal, interpretive and presentational.

ASL is a signed rather than spoken/written
language.
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American Sign Language difficulty has been determined by standards of the Foreign Service Institute
and Defense Language Institute as a level IV out of 4. (Scale is 1-4, 4 being the most difficult.) ASLTA
states the challenges to ASL is primarily in the modality of learning.

All from ASLTA website

This conclusion is based on the complex grammar system and significant structural and cultural
differences in the language. Students are generally seated in a semi-circle to facilitate visual
communication, notes cannot be taken without looking away from the primary source of information,
and instruction occurs in the target language where learning is done spatially and words are not
processed sequentially. The linear nature of spoken language cannot be used in ASL and the
simultaneous expression of complex units is used. The level of difficulty of ASL should be noted.

In the interpersonal mode of communication, students will engage in direct signed communicatj
others without voice. Examples of this “two-way” communication include but are not limi

expressive skKills.

In interpretive (receptive) mode of communication, students demonstrate
viewed communication within appropriate cultural contexts. Examples of t
receptive comprehension include but are not limited to ASL vlggs, other sig
signed DVD conversations.

In presentational (expressive) mode of communication, stude
without voice to an audience of receptive listcaenSmii

listener there to respond.

The use of grade-level apprg

her content areas, to compare the language and culture
g global communities.

The LOTE committees chose to all have the
same 3rd paragraph across all languages.

erbal and/or written form. ASL is a fully-developed natural

orth American Deaf Community. The language is distinct from
gestures seen in spoken langud that signs used in ASL are controlled by the structures of its linguistic
system, independent of English.” ASL encompasses all of the features that make a language a unique, rule-
governed communication system. ASL includes handshapes, movements, and other grammatical features
needed to form signs and sentences, and parts combine to make wholes. It is not a simplified language and
contains structures and processes that English does not. The premise of Deaf culture is rooted in the
language itself and cannot be separated.

The LOTE committees chose that all TEKS
levels would have an individualized 4™
paragraph to reflect the individual content of
the related TEKS.

ASL is a signed language where the modes of communication involve different skills than written and/or
spoken languages. Since ASL information is received visually and not in an auditory manner, the
interpretive listening and reading targets defined by ACTFEL are called interpretive receptive; one-to-one
Interpersonal targets are receptive and expressive; one-to-many Presentational Speaking is expressed

The committee chose to add a 5" paragraph
to show exit proficiency levels for ASL.
This reflects similar standards found in other
states.
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through signs and the target is Presentational Expressive; ASL is not a formal written language, glossing is
the term used to describe a chosen written system of symbols devised to transcribe signs and nonmanual
signals to an English equivalent.

ASL | Exit proficiency levels as defined by ACTFL and ASLTA are as follows: Interpersonal Receptive is

Standards for Learning American Sign

(6) Advanced, Interpersonal Expressive is Advanced, Interpretive Receptive is Novice Intermediate, and Language by ASLTA — get clarification for
Presentational Expressive is Advanced, citation
Students who have fully or partially acquired the skills required at each proficiency level through home or
other immersion experiences are known as heritage speakers. Heritage speakers may be allowed to
accelerate based on their ability to demonstrate a proficiency in the TEKS at the proscribed proficienc
level and communicate across all modes of communication. According to the National ASLTA St
heritage language learning is an emerging issue in ASL instruction. The formal instruction o
is a very recent phenomenon, as is the availability of ASL instruction in K-12 settings fg
of deaf parents. Heritage language learning is an important and developing interest
teaching and learning.”
(©) Knowledge and skills.
a Communication. The student communicates in ASL using expre his emphasizes that ASL means no
without voice. The student is expected to: voicing.
- - e Changed to vertically align with levels 1 and
(A) ?nfqaqe Itn a V?rletdef ASI(_j eXC?_ar_]qu O:: Iear = 2. Added “advanced proﬁciency level” to
information at an advanced proficiency reflect a higher level.
(B) demonstrate an in-depth understandi The committee added “in-depth” to reflect a
dealing with familiar and unfamiliar t8 higher level.
© convey information ia The committee added “advanced” to reflect
at the advanced g a higher level.
(D) demonstrate approg , morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics at The committee added “advanced” to reflect
the advanced profic a higher level.
create and express ASK liding handshape stories, that follows traditional cultural
(E)
features.
o) Cultures. The student gains knoWledge and understanding of American Deaf culture. The student is
expected to:
(A apply ASL to recognize and use Deaf cultural norms to demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the The committee added “in-depth” topics to
perspectives of American Deaf culture; reflect a higher level.
(B) apply ASL to show evidence of an in-depth appreciation of ASL literature created by the Deaf, and The committee added “in-depth” topics to
how it applies to the perspectives of American Deaf culture; reflect a higher level.
© apply ASL to show evidence of an in-depth appreciation of the contributions to arts and sciences by the | The committee added “in-depth” topics to

Deaf and how they are applied to the perspectives of American Deaf culture; and

reflect a higher level.
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demonstrate an in-depth understanding of Deaf history and how it applies to the perspectives of

©) American Deaf culture.
Connections. The student uses ASL to make connections with other subject areas and to acquire
information. The student is expected to:
use resources and digital technology to gain access to extensive information about ASL and Deaf
(A) :
culture; and
B) apply ASL at the advanced proficiency level to obtain, reinforce, or expand knowledge of other subject | The committee added “advanced” to reflect
areas; and a higher level.
) Comparisons. The student expands insight into the nature of language and culture by comparing th
student's own language and culture to ASL and American Deaf culture. The student is expectg @
(A apply ASL at the advanced proficiency level to demonstrate an understanding o 9 0 The committee added “advanced” to reflect
through comparisons of the student's own language and ASL; a higher level.
B) apply ASL at the advanced proficiency level to demonstrate an understandi e committee added “advanced” to reflect
through comparisons of the student's own culture and the Ame igher level.
© apply ASL at the advanced proficiency level to demonstrate 3 i W one language and | The committee added “advanced” to reflect
culture can influence another. a higher level.
Communities. The student participates in the Dg
(5) :
to:
(A apply ASL at the advanced proficiend The committee added “advanced” to reflect
cultural activities, such a i a higher level.
(B) use technology to g
© show evidence o The committee added “advanced” to reflect

personal enrichme

a higher level.
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TEKS with edits Committee Comments

The committee decided to replace levels 5-7
with an independent study course. ASL 5-7

&) Cenemlrocuiromenis are not currently offered in any school in
Texas, but we sometimes have students from
out-of-state who are at a higher level

&

&

A

B)

©)

B}

&}

>

(&}

(o)

&

&
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