
 

July 13, 2018 
 
 
TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:    
                         
SUBJECT:  2018-2019 Teacher Shortage Areas and Loan Forgiveness Programs 
 
The United States Department of Education has approved the 2018-2019 teacher shortage 
areas submitted by the Texas Education Agency (TEA).   
 
The approved state-level shortage areas for the 2018-2019 school year are:  
 

• Bilingual/English as a Second Language – Elementary and Secondary Levels 

• Special Education – Elementary and Secondary Levels 

• Career and Technical Education – Secondary Levels (including Technology Applications 
and Computer Science) 

• Mathematics – Secondary Levels 
 

The approved shortage areas give administrators the ability to recruit and retain qualified 
teachers and to help reward teachers for their hard work using the loan forgiveness 
opportunities. School principals can certify that a teacher has met the minimum qualifications 
required for certain loan forgiveness programs. 
 
Federal, state, and public service loan forgiveness programs are available to teachers. All 
school personnel can take advantage of the public service program.  
 
Information about federal teacher loan forgiveness can be found on the TEA website. Additional 
loan forgiveness options, including loan forgiveness for educators who are not classroom 
teachers, are found on the Student Loan Forgiveness for Teachers webpage.  
 
Although the 2018-2019 shortage information for Texas does not include science, some loan 
forgiveness programs accept other shortage areas, including science. Information can be found 
on the U.S. Department of Education Federal Student Aid website. Additional information is 
available by contacting your loan servicer if you have questions about what subject areas they 
accept. The Teach for Texas Loan Repayment Assistance contact information is available on 
their website.  
 
For additional information about teacher loan forgiveness, please email the Teacher Loan 

Forgiveness Team.  

Sincerely, 
 
Ryan Franklin 
Associate Commissioner 
Educator Leadership and Quality 

https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Educator_Initiatives_and_Performance/Federal_Teacher_Loan_Forgiveness_Program/
https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Educator_Initiatives_and_Performance/Student_Loan_Forgiveness_for_Teachers/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/teacher#cancellation
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/understand/servicers#my-servicer
http://www.hhloans.com/index.cfm?objectid=D9AD756A-E7BD-C2E9-4029C9382E6186DE
mailto:teacherloanforgiveness@tea.texas.gov?subject=TLF%20question
mailto:teacherloanforgiveness@tea.texas.gov?subject=TLF%20question

