October 26, 2012

TO THE ADMINISTRATOR ADDRESSED:

Subject: Project Share Update
This letter is to inform districts of the expansion of Project Share resources for students throughout the 2012-13 fall semester. Currently, updated OnTRACK Lessons for secondary English, math, science, and social studies subjects are available at no cost for import and management at the local level. OnTRACK Lessons are aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) of each subject (e.g., OnTRACK Lessons for Algebra I, OnTRACK Lessons for Biology) and are designed to supplement classroom instruction with additional practice and extension activities. If a district elects to use the OnTRACK Lessons, copies of each online course are available for import through its education service center (ESC). ESC staff is available to provide training and support as districts implement the lessons. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is also in the process of updating all OnTRACK Lessons to include additional lessons focusing on TEKS that often require deeper learning and practice. Updated lessons are scheduled to be available by the beginning of the spring semester. Grade 8 OnTRACK Lessons in ELA, math, science, and social studies will also be available for district use during the spring semester.
The TEA is also in the process of adding new student resources to the Project Share Gateway at www.projectsharetexas.org. Throughout the 2012-13 school year, educators, students, and parents will note the addition of new resources designed to provide engaging TEKS-aligned content. With thousands of visitors to the gateway each day, we see an opportunity to continue to expand gateway resources and welcome your feedback on what additional resources Project Share can provide to Texas districts.  
We are excited about the continued growth of Project Share. With approximately 100,000 accounts being added each week, we are quickly approaching the 2 millionth account mark. We see this rapid growth as an opportunity to continue to work with districts and to learn how best to provide online resources that can be used by districts as we all work to ensure student success. Project Share’s growth also means increasing demands on user access and a rewarding user experience when working within Project Share’s learning management system, Epsilen. With user demands increasing each day, we are pleased to announce the merger of Epsilen and ConnectEDU and look forward to the increased capacity, resources, and technical expertise the merger brings to Project Share. The TEA recently worked with ConnectEDU to provide a college and career readiness portal for Texas students at www.texascollegeandcareer.org. Information about the new portal was made available in a recent TEA press release at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/news_release.aspx?id=2147509311. The merger will provide more resources and opportunities for growth and Project Share will continue to be offered at no cost to Texas public districts and open enrollment charter schools. 
We look forward to the continued growth of Project Share and welcome your feedback, insights, and questions as we continue to create and plan for future student, teacher and parent resources. Please feel free to contact the Project Share team at projectshare@tea.state.tx.us. 
Sincerely,

Anita Givens

Associate Commissioner

Standards and Programs
