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AGENDA
 

• Impact of new legislation 

• Transition to ETS 

• Performance standards 

• Observations on released tests 



   
   

    
   

   
       

       
       

  

“imposes specific time requirements on the 
administration of grades 3-8 assessments … the
assessment must be designed in such a way that…
For grade 6-8, 85% of students must be able to 
finish the assessments within 180 minutes.” HOUSE BILL 743 

Impact on Grade 8 Social Studies– 
• No field test items in spring 2016 
• Collection of timing data in spring 2016 
• Adjustments to the blueprint, if needed, effective spring 2017 



  

  
 

  

  

COLLECTING TIMING DATA 

Detailed directions are in the Test 
Administrator Manual. 

Social studies will be marked in 
columns C and D of the Agency
Use field. 

C = time to take test 
D = time used for breaks 



 
     
    

     
    

“a student must only pass an EOC for 
a course in which the student was 
enrolled” 

HOUSE BILL 2349 

Impact on social studies: 
Students who complete U.S. History out-of-state or at a private school are NOT 
required to test if the receiving school district accepts the credit 



 

     
 

   
    

        
   

  
    

9 TESTING ACCELERATED STUDENTS 87	 (NO CHANGE) 

Students in grade 8 take the Grade 8 Social Studies assessment 
unless – 

•	 receiving above-grade-level instruction and taking the U.S. History EOC 
•	 receiving above-grade-level instruction and have already taken the Grade 8 

Social Studies assessment 

Students in grades 7 and below who are receiving instruction in the
Grade 8 curriculum take the Grade 8 Social Studies assessment. 

Students enrolled in U.S. History Since 1877 take the U.S. History EOC 
no matter what their enrolled grade. 



SUBSTITUTE ASSESSMENTS
 
(NO CHANGE)
 

TAC 101.4002(b)
 



  
   

   

      

      

    
     

    
   

     

“Each school … is required to establish an 
individual graduation committee for each 
11th or 12th grade student who fails to comply
with the EOC assessment performance 
requirements for not more than two courses” SENATE BILL 149 

Eligibility for the IGC 
• The student must take all assessments for which he/she is responsible 
• The student must continue to retest at every opportunity until graduation 

Impact on social studies: U.S. history teachers will be involved. 

Oversight of the committee process will come from the Division of 
Curriculum (512 463-9581). 



  

 

 

  
 

  

 
   
   

 
  
  

DIVISION OF THE STATE TESTING CONTRACT
 

Pearson Educational Testing Service 
TAKS 
TELPAS 
STAAR Alternate 2 

STAAR 
STAAR Spanish 
STAAR L 
STAAR A 

Social Studies Assessments 
TAKS Exit Level Social Studies 
STAAR Alternate 2 Grade 8 Social Studies 
STAAR Alternate 2 U.S. History 

STAAR Grade 8 Social Studies 
STAAR L Grade 8 Social Studies 
STAAR A Grade 8 Social Studies 
STAAR U.S. History 
STAAR L U.S. History 
STAAR A U.S. History 



 

  

 
        

  
 

 

   
  

  

TRANSITION TO ETS 

Impact on social studies will be minimal – 

Appearance Substance 
• New online delivery system 

STAAR EOC  STAAR SOA STAAR L STAAR A 
• Insignificant differences in format 

of paper book 

• No change to Assessed Curricula 
or Blueprints 

• Items used on 2016 tests came 
from existing item bank 

• Future items will follow the existing 
item specs 

Item Bank DatabasesDocuments 



  
  

 

 

TUTORIALS AND PRACTICE TESTS
 

STAAR 
• U.S. History EOC online 
• Grade 8 Social Studies SOA 

STAAR L 
• U.S. History 
• Grade 8 Social Studies 

STAAR A 
• U.S. History 
• Grade 8 Social Studies 



 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION DATES
 

May! 

Grade 8 
• Administration date –Thursday, May 12 
• Report date – by Wednesday, June 15 

U.S. History 
• Administration date – May 2-6 
• Report date – by Friday, June 3 



 

   

 
     

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
 

Revision to TAC 101.3041 adopted December 17, 2015.
 

New standards apply to 
• Students taking Grade 3-8 assessments 
• Students taking their first EOC in December 2015 or later 



 

 
 

 
 
 

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
 

Gradual 
progression 
toward panel 
recommendation 
replaces stepped
phase-in 

2014-2015
 2015-2016
 



    
 

 
 

 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
 

2015-2016 
Standard 

2016-2017 
Standard 

2017-2018 
Standard 

2018-2019 
Standard 

2019-2020 
Standard 

2020-2021 
Standard 

2021-2022 
Panel 

Recommended 
Level II 

2022-2023 
Panel 

Recommended 
Level III 

Grade 8 3550 3625 3700 3775 3850 3925 4000 4268 

U.S. History 3550 3625 3700 3775 3850 3925 4000 4440 

TAC 101.3041
 



 

    
 

 

GRADE 8 

Applying the 2016 standard to the spring 2015
Grade 8 test would have resulted in a cut score 
of 28. 

2016 

2015 



    
    

U.S. HISTORY
 
2015 

2016 

Applying the 2016 standard to the spring 2015
 
U.S. history test would have resulted in a cut 
score of 30. 



    

   

  

 
 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE 2015 RELEASED TESTS
 

Things we have talked about previously still apply – 
• Understand social studies vocabulary 
• Read the entire question 
• Use skills and content together 

New issues 
• Grade 8 – geography 
• U.S. History - ??? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes




Grade 8
 

Geography! 
Geography! 

Geography! 
Geography! 

Geography! 
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U.S. HISTORY
 

Seven items where less than 50% answered correctly 

13. Progressive era → direct democracy (stand alone) 35%
 
25. Korea/Vietnam → War Powers Resolution (stand alone) 38%
 
32. Progressive era → child labor (poster) 47%
 
33. Rock n’ roll → Woodstock (excerpt) 45%
 
37. Miranda → arrest procedures (diagram with sequence of events)  39%
 
41. Trends of ‘50s → economic prosperity after W.W. II (bulleted list) 47%
 
50. Trade sanctions → Pearl Harbor (stand alone) 38%
 



  U.S. History
 

16 
39 

35 
10 

Word Matching 



  

  U.S. History 

SEQUENCING/CAUSE AND EFFECT 

20
 

31
 

11
 

38
 



Questions?
 



 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Lynn Franzen
Manager, Social Studies Assessments 
512 463-9536 
lynn.Franzen@tea.texas.gov 

Doug Spear
Grade 8 Content Lead 
512 463-9536 
doug.spear@tea.texas.gov 

mailto:lynn.Franzen@tea.texas.gov
mailto:doug.spear@tea.texas.gov
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