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8114.25. Discovering Languages and Cultures Expleratery-Languages (One-Half to One Credit).

TEKS with edits

Committee Comments

(@) General requirements.

Discovering Languages and Cultures Expleratery-langdages is a non-sequential elective course that can be
1) offered in elementary, middle, or high school. Atthe-high-seheeHevel; Students may be are awarded one-
half to one unit of elective credit for successful completion of a course.

The committee recommends changing the
name of the course from Exploratory
Languages to Discovering Languages and
Cultures to better reflect the course content
and the merging of the Cultural and Linguistic|

Topics and Exploratory Language courses.

@ Using age-appropriate activities, students explore a variety of study-selected aspects of one
languages and cultures and/or develop basic language learning and communicative ski

(b) Introduction.

S of expression, which
(€] lead to an appreciation of difference and foreign language study include
stronger cognitive developmgiimmkiacrease RGEe ot i i inking. Students who effectively

globally literate ana

e intended purpose of this course is to give
student the opportunity to discover which

language other than English to take to fulfill
the LOTE graduation requirement.

Local school districts may choose
whether this course should focus on
one or multiple languages. The
availability of language course may
vary by district.

This course serves as an elective and
does not fulfill the LOTE graduation
requirement.

This course may also be taken after
fulfilling the LOTE graduation
requirement to explore additional
languages and cultures in preparation
for career and college readiness.

Communication is the overa Peoal of world language instruction. Students should be provided ample
opportunities to engage in corMersations, present information to an audience, and to interpret culturally
authentic materials in the language of study. There are three modes of communication: interpersonal,
interpretive and presentational.

In the interpersonal mode of communication, students engage in direct oral or written
communication with others. Examples of this “two-way’’ communication include but are not
limited to conversing face-to-face, participating in digital discussions and messaging, and
exchanging personal letters.

(B) In the interpretive mode of communication, students demonstrate understanding of spoken and

written communication within appropriate cultural contexts. Examples of this type of “one-way”
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reading or listening include but are not limited to comprehension of digital texts, as well as
printed, audio, and audiovisual materials.
In the presentational mode of communication, students present orally or in writing information,
concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers with whom there is no immediate
©) interaction. Examples of this “one-t0-many” mode of communication include but are not limited
to a presentation to a group; creating and posting digital content; or writing reports, compositions,
or articles for a magazine or newspaper.
The use of age-level appropriate and culturally authentic resources is imperative to support the teachia
3) the essential knowledge and skills for LOTE. The use of culturally authentic resources in world 20e
study, enables students to make connections with other content areas, to compare the langua 0 re
studied with their own, and to participate in local and global communities.
Discovery tatreduction—Exploratory courses in languages other than English a fhtroduce the studen
explorethe-study-ef-other languages and cultures. The student demonstrates ang@hderstandingsof the
elements of language(s), demonstrates an understanding of cultures, and develof ‘ ife Students-use
ompohen o .‘3..3“‘. e-ghse '_.. aboy aUag Lre devels 0 agestudysklllsj
(4)b) : e-communicati by-completing-one- Rt OERef the knowWlBelge-and-ski 0 www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/public/S
e*plerate#y—language& The Amerlcan CounC|I for Teachers of Fq ages (AGIFL) has tandardsforFL Lexecsumm_rev.pdf
established guidelines for proficiency levels wh ed as a ' S. ABAFL has identified
national standards in the Standards for Fg i MO 18 y £1999) known as
“The Five Cs.” These standards descril 1d languages €arning and form the
core standards-based instruction in the
() Knowledge and skKills.
(1) The student demon3 s elements uses-components of language(s). The student is
expected to:
(A) CCRS Il AL, A2, A8, E1, E4
B : *moved the 4 elements to (1C)
( ) auag j i : vy CCRSIIC1,ELl, E4
(C) CCRS Il A1, A7, B2
B
*This knowledge and skills statement is
@ The student demonstrates an understanding of makes-ebservations-aboutlanguages-and cultures. The merging TEKS from the eliminated Cultural
student is expected to: and Linguistic Topics course into the new
Discovering Languages and Cultures course.
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identify and describe cultural practices in selected regions or countries; eempare-ang-contrastfeatures

(A) . CCRS 11 A1, A8,E1, E4
of-otherlanguages-to-Enghsh;
recognize the cultural products such as art, music, food, clothing, or other culturally related examples
(B) in selected regions or countries; recognize-therole-efnenlinguistic-elements{sueh-as-gesturesin CCRS Il E1, E4
communication:
demonstrate-an
©) compare and contrast aspects of other cultures to thc student’s own culture CCRS Il C2, EL, E4
B ' *This student expectation was moved to (2C)
3) The student develops effective language study skills. The student is expected to:
A) engage in a variety o_f praeﬂe&ehﬁe;em language learning strategies such as ide CCRS Il A2, E1, E4
recognizing word origins;
demonstrate an awareness of language patterns such as Word/character ords
(B) and symbols. 4 RS 1l A1, D1, E4
learning-a-language;and
<) *This student expectation was moved to (3B)

Discovering Languages and Cultures




%WWWM 0 i i i i i 0

TEKS with edits Committee Comments

Upon review of the existing Cultural and

Linguistic Topics course, this committee

recommends that this course be eliminated

and that some of the student expectations be

merged with the new Discovering

. Languages and Cultures course based on the

&) General-reguirements. following:

1. Low enrollment across the state

2. Change in graduation requirements

3. Duplication of geography, in social
studies, and Exploratory Languages
courses

C

Refined and included with the new
Discovering Languages and Cultures course

BT EI®E | E |2
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8114.xx. Special Topics in Lanquage and Culture. (One Credit).

TEKS with edits

Committee Comments

General requirements. Students shall be awarded one credit for successful completion of this course. This
course may be substituted for a level II LOTE course upon approval by the student’s level I LOTE
classroom teacher and an academic counselor who determine that the student is not likely to be successful
in a level 11 LOTE course. This course cannot be considered a part of the coherent sequence of LOTE
courses required for any endorsement. This course will not count as a level 1l LOTE course. Students who
desire to continue with LOTE study will need to take level 11 or higher LOTE courses.

This course was designed in response to the
LOTE graduation requirements in HB 5 as a
substitute course for LOTE level Il for the
students not likely to be successful in a
LOTE level Il course based on selected
teacher recommendations after passing
LOTE level I.

Introduction.

The study of world languages is an essential part of education. In the 21st century lang

the complexity of culture. Students become aware of multiple perspectives ang

lead to an appreciation of difference and diversity. Further benefits of foreign |
stronger cognitive development, increased creativity, and divergen
communicate in more than one language, with an appropriate und
globally literate and possess the attributes of successful participal

authentic materials in the language of stug
interpretive and presentational.

In the interpersonal modeé i oe i ect oral, written, or signed

conversing face ‘ ici j C discussions ahd messaging, and exchanging personal
letters.

In the interpretive )
signed communicatio@ithi aftdte cultural contexts. Examples of this type of “one-way”

reading or listening inc limited to comprehension of digital texts, as well as printed,
audio, or visual material

In the presentational mode 0f communication, students present orally, in writing, or in sign,
information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers with whom there is no
immediate interaction. Examples of this “one-to-many” mode of communication include but are not
limited to a signed or oral presentation to a group; creating and posting digital content; or writing
reports, compositions, or articles for a magazine or newspaper.

The use of age-level appropriate and culturally authentic resources is imperative to support the teaching of
the essential knowledge and skills for LOTE. The use of culturally authentic resources in world language
study enables students to make connections with other content areas, to compare the language and culture
studied with their own, and to participate in local and global communities.
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In the Special Topics in Language and Culture course, students demonstrate novice level communication
skills acquired in a LOTE level | course, develop a greater understanding of other cultures, make

These knowledge and skills and student
expectations were purposefully written as
general statements to allow local districts the

4) pon?etc)tllons to oth_e( dISCSID| |dnes, dra;]/v com[r)]ar_lsons betvlveerclj Ianglga?_es and cdultures,hand effecélvelv anafqe flexibility to create a language specific or
in globa communltles._ _tu _ent_s enhance their personal and public lives, and meet the career demands o multi-language course that can be taught by
the 21st century, by gaining insight into other world languages and cultures. one instructor or team taught.

The committee’s vision for this course was
to use a project based learning approach.

(©) Knowledge and skills This would allow students the opportunity to

continue studying their LOTE level |
language.

) Communication. The student communicates an understanding of the elements of languages.
expected to:

(A) introduce self and others using basic, culturally-appropriate greetings; CCRS 11 AL, A7, B2

(B) ask simple questions and provide simple responses related to personal pref CRS 11 AL, A7, B2

) exchange essential information about self, family and familia RSIIAL A7, B2

@ Cultures. The student identifies the practices, products, and persp¢ res. The student is
expected to:

A) identify and describe selected cultural pra CCRS I AL, A8, E1, E4

celebrations:

®) examine significant historic and cont8 cultures studied such as explorers, | CCRS SS11A2a

artists, musicians, and athle

© describe various othing, transportation, sports and CCRSII E1, E4

recreation, musi
Connections. The stud een world languages and other disciplines. The

3) - .

student is expected to:
use authentic materials Braphs, graphic organizers, and other print and visual materials or | CCRS CD C3E
literature to reinforce co and expression of basic vocabulary in the target language; and

(B) research and present inform¥&tion on historical and contemporary cultural influences. CCRS CD C3E

) Comparisons. The student develops insight into the nature of the target language and culture by comparing
the student’s own language and culture to another. The student is expected to

A compare and contrast selected cultural practices and perspectives such as traditions, daily life, and CCRSSS3CCCRS 11 C2,EL E4

celebrations to student’s own culture;

®) give examples of cognates, false cognates, idiomatic expressions, or sentence structure to show CCRS I A2, E1, E4

understanding of how languages are alike and different; and
© demonstrate how media, such as TV, internet, newspapers and ads, represents selected cultural
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similarities and differences.

Communities. The student gains an understanding of cultures represented by languages other than English

6) to enhance global perspective, personal growth, and enrichment. The student is expected to

*) participate in cultural events in local, global, or online communities and discuss experiences and CCRSELARIIBL, 2, SSVAlb
perspectives gained:

(B) research careers in which cross-cultural awareness or LOTE language skills are needed; and CCRSELARV SSIVB, D

©)

describe how cultural awareness impacts personal growth. «
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