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READ the information in the box below.

In 1960, four African American college students sat
down at a “whites only” lunch counter in Greensboro,
North Carolina. They were protesting segregation in a
peaceful way. Their action helped launch the Civil
Rights movement that changed the country over the
next decade.

THINK carefully about the following statement.
Sometimes rules seem unfair or unjust.
WRITE an essay explaining whether it is ever okay to break the rules.

Be sure to —

clearly state your controlling idea

organize and develop your explanation effectively

choose your words carefully

use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences

The names of individuals mentioned in the compositions have been
changed to protect the confidentiality of the students whose responses
appear in this guide.




STAAR Grade 7 Expository Writing

Score Point 1

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.

Organization/Progression

a The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction.

0 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
controlling idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to
maintain focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may
shift abruptly from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.

a The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes
causes serious disruptions in the essay. At other times the lack of transitions
and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to present ideas in a
random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the essay unclear or
difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

a The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.

a The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to
the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

a The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity
of the essay.

a Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the
effectiveness of the essay.

@ The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 1

The writer of this expository essay states that it is okay to break the rules. Although the writer
includes a number of ideas that are related to this controlling idea (e.g., breaking the rules is like
breathing to survive; breaking the rules has made the world what it is today), they are vague and
randomly presented. The abrupt shifts from idea to idea and the lack of any explanation of the ideas
result in a very limited writing performance.



STAAR Grade 7

Spring 2012 EXpOSitory -2
o Kuels |
Do uoo Hoaink 5 impectant +o Ealooo
the XIS ] Hank s vmpeortant to
“AloayHe roelsiThad ace alots OF els. oY

0 Aotell oo ar very
e Thes roelt oo cot
are Ao N0 o WY@

anfamidtiialeis"Se O
. . z?‘ o : :
RO rﬁaIF A O 1

o : K P
oose o ocident

AT ’&

g wold pothing gas, and +nreec!

A0, SComae sny

SACKVE L0 (¢ | QAR e - \V.

€. .1 somé hro
- o
g Yl QC QOING 70 MRV L4 O

e something Could ckplote \in srved

O _opun” e %t rone in the lab statton.  §
ﬁ}\{)n %nocre : 9 Wr‘ QG re abn 2NME FY IS

VS yoo oo ld case o explosiOn eiNd yow Copl g

o oot \m:& %00 Q{Onéf' Sy\ke ”ﬁ; 90"(‘/1 krhion

Dvinkin g waoolel dravinmg o caree TE w0V
VCrave o care You coold cuse o Axetrolent
Wen Jou U¥e 10 doné clrnk woldd dravivg

) rU mpartant o never ever OF +n¥
evere, veorpe o roe) cos( Aol coold cost o Deyson

Y -
Cani_ads o« TOoNn# (1 DAY r\eﬁ(iff (i“:)
sCiente lalh, Apnd tdst Ywe

- a “ R > ; ' £

In this very limited writing performance, the writer’s controlling idea is focused on the importance of following
rules to avoid causing an accident. Examples involving science labs, smoking while putting gas in a car, and
drinking while driving add some specific details to the essay. However, the serious and persistent problems with

conventions, including spelling, capitalization, and usage errors, create disruptions in the fluency of the writing and
at times interfere with meaning.
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Score Point 1

The writer of this essay explains that segregation is a choice and that one can decide whether or not to be a part of
it. While this controlling idea is clear, the essay as a whole is not responsive to the specific demands of the prompt,
which require the writer to explain whether it is ever okay to break the rules. Instead of focusing on this topic, the
writer explores the effects of segregation on himself and others. Therefore, most of the details provided are
inappropriate, resulting in a very limited writing performance.

A
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Score Point 1

.. : “.

In this very limited writing performance, the writer describes a day when she went to school without following
the dress code. Even though the writer provides a controlling idea at the end of the response (it is not always
good to break the rules), the details and narrative structure of the piece are inappropriate to the specific demands
of the expository prompt. To be responsive, the focus has to be on why it was bad to go to school without
following the dress code, not on what happened in class on that day.
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Score Point 2

The essay represents a basic writing performance.

QOrganization/Progression

a

a

The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are
only somewhat suited to the expository task.

Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
writer’s controlling idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an
effective controlling idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information
interferes with the focus and coherence of the essay.

The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled.
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the
relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas

a

a

The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too
briefly or partially presented.

The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing
task.

Use of Language/Conventions

a

The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality
and clarity of the essay.

Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the
effectiveness of the essay.

o The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-

appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 2

This expository response exhibits an evolving controlling idea, moving from “both breaking and not
breaking the rules have good and bad things” (first sentence) to “breaking rules is bad” (last
sentence). Although the writer touches on the idea that people may break rules because they are
unfair, most of the essay is focused on the necessity of following rules. This lack of focus creates
some progression problems in that the writer’s movement from idea to idea is not always controlled.
In addition, although the writer includes a few specifics, the development of ideas is minimal because
he uses details and examples that are too briefly presented to go beyond a superficial explanation.
The writer’s use of language is somewhat general, but the command of conventions is adequate.
Overall, this writer has demonstrated a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

In this basic writing performance, the writer’s controlling idea (its sometimes better to break the rules
than to let injustices happen) draws inspiration from the stimulus box on the prompt page. This is an
acceptable organizational strategy for the expository writing task: the writer uses the “lunch-counter
protest in Greensboro” as the basis for explaining that segregation was unfair and that rules should be
broken when they “put” people against each other. However, the essay is only superficially

£ developed with briefly presented details about the African-American college students and the Civil
. Rights Movement.
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Score Point 2

The writer bases his essay on the controlling idea that breaking the rules would result in a chaotic
world. The writer organizes his ideas by listing the potential consequences of breaking laws designed
to keep order, breaking rules in sports, and breaking rules at school. Although all of these ideas
support the writer’s controlling idea, there is no development of some of these ideas, and other
- ideas—particularly those related to school and sports—are only minimally developed. In addition, the
writer’s lack of transitions and inclusion of so many different consequences cause the flow of the
essay from sentence to sentence and idea to idea to be weak. The writer demonstrates only a partial

command of sentences and language conventions. Overall, this essay represents a basic writing
performance.
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Score Point 2

In this basic writing performance, the writer establishes that breaking the rules is not okay because of the punishment
a person can receive. The writer develops the essay by recounting a lengthy personal example about what happened as
a result of continuing to act like the class clown even though her teachers told her to stop her behavior. Although the
writer attempts to use this anecdote as explanation, it is only somewhat suited to the expository task because it is more
focused on the details leading up to the punishment than on the lesson the writer learned from that punishment. The
progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled because of weak sentence-to-sentence connections and
wordiness. In addition, the writer’s word choice does little to establish an appropriate expository tone. Overall, the
writer demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository task.
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Score Point 3
The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

o The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately
suited to the expository task.

o The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. Most ideas are related to the
controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The

essay is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in
focus.

o The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships
among ideas.

Development of Ideas

o The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and

examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the
essay.

o The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to

the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.

g Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay.

o The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any)

disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of
the essay.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 3

The writer of this satisfactory response attempts to explore the ambiguities of the topic by
acknowledging that while rules have a place in our lives, rules that are unfair to a group of people
need to be broken. Using segregation as an example of an unfair rule, the writer takes a philosophical
approach to the topic by posing a series of rhetorical questions to support the controlling idea. The
writer adds some substance to the essay by developing his answers to these questions with
appropriate details that clarify what rules are and are not meant to do. Although the development of
the essay could be stronger overall, the writer demonstrates a good understanding of the expository
writing task.
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Score Point 3
In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer uses two different organizational strategies to §
explain that whether rules should be followed depends on whether they have a positive or a negative |
effect on people. In the first body paragraph, the writer draws on a school experience to show how a |
rule related to bullying benefits all students. In the second body paragraph, the writer uses an
example from history—Rosa Parks—to explain the importance of protesting against rules that are
unfair. The transitional sentence between the two paragraphs (“Not all rules are good or fair”) clearly
establishes the contrasting relationship between these ideas. Although the writer’s use of pronouns is
not consistent, overall she shows a good control of sentences and conventions.
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Score Point 3

The writer of this satisfactory response establishes the clear controlling idea that it is never okay to
break the rules because all rules help us. The writer develops the essay by explaining some of the
things rules can do for us and offering specific examples to support those ideas. Although transitions
between paragraphs need to be stronger, the progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled.
The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific, reflecting an awareness of the
expository purpose and establishing a tone appropriate to the task. Sentences are varied and
controlled, contributing to the effectiveness of the essay.
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Score Point 3

The writer uses a compare-contrast organizational strategy to explain her belief that breaking the
rules is okay only under certain conditions, which are explicitly laid out in the last two sentences of
the essay. The writer uses an example of a child’s defiant, negative behavior toward his mother as
well as other appropriate examples of harmful actions (murdering or bullying someone; using drugs)
to establish the types of behaviors that should not function as a catalyst for breaking the rules. The
writer then contrasts these behaviors with the African American students who were justified in
breaking the rules when they protested peacefully to have “an unjust rule lifted.” Meaningful
transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections support the flow of the essay and show the
relationships among ideas. The writer’s approach to the topic is original and demonstrates a good
understanding of the expository writing task. In addition, the writer’s word choice contributes to the
quality and clarity of this satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 4

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

o The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly
well suited to the expository task.

o The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. All ideas are strongly related
to the controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt.
By sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified
and coherent.

o The writer's progression of ideas is logical and well controlied. Meaningful
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the
writer’s train of thought easy to follow.

Development of Ideas

o The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay.

o The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’'s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.

o Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the
effectiveness of the essay.

o The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from
the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of
the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
Fall 2011
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Score Point 4

In this accomplished writing performance, the writer establishes the clear controlling idea that
breaking unjust rules is okay “but [that] there are certain ways to do it.” The writer focuses not on the
reasons why rules are unjust but rather on the best ways of opposing unjust rules. The progression of
ideas is well controlled, with the writer explaining that “sometimes the more peaceful method [of
breaking rules] gets the point across better” and then providing specific examples of famous people
who made changes through peaceful protest. The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise, and
both the introduction and the conclusion add substance and thoughtfulness to this effective essay.
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Score Point 4
The writer of this accomplished writing performance uses a personal anecdote to develop the controlling idea

that it is sometimes “okay to ignore the structure, or set of rules, set in place by society to keep order.” This
anecdote is an effective organizational strategy because the writer uses it to explain rather than to tell a story. In
this anecdote, the writer establishes that rules should only be broken when there is a “valid cause,” which in this
particular case is giving a snack to a classmate who is forbidden to have one. While the writer admits that his
action equates to disobeying the teacher’s “orders,” he also feels that his action is justified because the orders
are “unfair.” The writer’s approach to the topic is unique and demonstrates a thorough understanding of the
expository writing task. Purposeful word choice, well-controlled sentences, and strong conventions enhance the
quality and clarity of the essay.
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Score Point 4

In this accomplished writing performance, the writer portrays the African American students
described in the synopsis as truly brave leaders who broke established rules to stand up for their
beliefs. The essay is skillfully crafted in that the writer not only focuses on the effect of their specific
actions (the beginning of the Civil Rights movement and the end of segregation) but also explains
why a willingness to face the consequences for breaking unfair rules is indicative of true leadership.
Both the introduction and conclusion add substance to the essay, and strong sentence-to-sentence
connections enhance the flow of ideas. The writer’'s word choice reflects a keen awareness of the

expository purpose. Overall, the essay is thoughtful and engaging.
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Score Point 4
The writer of this unified and coherent response thoughtfully chooses specific examples of rule-breaking in

American history to explain the clear controlling idea that some rules need to be challenged. Although the
writer focuses on two different events in each body paragraph, meaningful transitions make the writer’s train of
thought easy to follow. For example, the writer uses a transitional sentence—"“Before Texas was even thinking
about that, though, the United States had its own rule-breaking escapade”—to clearly connect Texas’s
independence from Mexico to the Boston Tea Party. Specific and well-chosen details and examples add
substance to the essay. The writer maintains an engaging tone appropriate to the expository task through the
purposeful and precise use of language. In addition, sentences are varied and well controlled, and the overall
strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of this accomplished writing performance.




