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• The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
requires school districts to provide accessible versions of 
instructional materials to students who are blind or 
otherwise unable to use printed materials.

• State-adopted accessible instructional materials are 
provided at no cost to eligible students.
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• Publishers of adopted print materials must provide 
NIMAS files of their programs to facilitate the 
production of specialized formats.

• National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard 
(NIMAS) is a technical standard used to produce XML-
based source files, from which accessible, student-ready 
alternate-format versions (e.g., braille, e-text, digital 
talking book, large-print) can be created and distributed 
to students with print disabilities.
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• NIMAS files are required for all printed instructional 
materials.

• The NIMAS Technical Specification, v1.1, can be found at 
http://aem.cast.org/creating/nimas-technical-
specification-annotated.html.

• New publishers should email nimac@aph.org to request 
a publisher account.

Accessible Print Materials (continued)
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• The National Instructional Materials Access Center 
(NIMAC) provides instructions regarding how to set up 
an account, prepare metadata correctly, and make 
submissions. 

• Visit http://www.nimac.us/publishers.html for more 
information.

• Publishers must provide contact information of the 
production manager and the contact information of the 
individual providing NIMAS files at the time other 
contact information is provided.

Accessible Print Materials
(continued)
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Publishers that have electronic instructional materials 
adopted by the SBOE must contract with a reputable third 
party to provide a report for each electronic component 
that verifies that the components follow Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA and technical 
standards required by the Federal Rehabilitation Act, 
Section 508.

Additional information to assist with this requirement may 
be found in the appendix of Proclamation 2019 in the 
following sections:

• Accessibility Requirements, page 11

• Accessibility Report, pages 14‒15

Accessible Electronic Materials
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Web Accessibility Guidelines
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