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Prior to Training Session
Prior to the training session, test administrators should:

review non-secure section of Paper Administration Guide for the applicable test, 

refer to the appropriate STAAR test administrator manual for procedures that are applicable to 
paper administrations, and 

review any additional online resources, as instructed by the campus coordinator. 



Administering Paper STAAR with Embedded 
Supports

Test administrators must adhere to the guidelines in this presentation when administering a 
paper version of STAAR with Embedded Supports. 

Allowable test administrator-provided language and vocabulary support and content support is 
specifically described in the accommodation tables. 
• Language and vocabulary supports vary depending on the subjects being assessed. Test administrators 

must pay close attention to the differences described for each subject.
• Tables and supporting images contain information about the selections and test questions that may be 

accommodated throughout the administration of the test.
• Test administrators must use these tables and supporting images when administering a paper version of 

STAAR with Embedded Supports. 

The accommodation tables and supporting images in the STAAR with Embedded Supports 
Paper Administration Guides are secure. 



Providing Content Support 
(all subjects)
For selections and test questions that have words with dotted underlines in the student’s test 
booklet, test administrators may provide supports provided in the “Accommodations for Content 
Support” column of the accommodation table. Test administrators are allowed to:
SAY something to the student 

• This text must be communicated to the student exactly as written. And cannot be paraphrased, simplified, or 
shortened. The information can be stated, signed, or provided in written form. The test administrator may 
repeat the SAY information as many times as needed.

Show the student an image 
• Images that accommodate selections and test questions are located in this guide. Images (e.g., political 

cartoon, chart, map, photo) are located on a specific page in the guide.

Indicate to the student specific information
• The test administrator may indicate information in the most appropriate way for that student (e.g., point to 

the information, cover the information not indicated, place the student’s hand on the information, etc.).

Test questions that do not have any content supports are shaded and left blank in the 
accommodation tables.



Providing Language and Vocabulary Support
reading, writing, English I and English II

The “Accommodations for Eligible Language and Vocabulary Support” column in the accommodation table may 
instruct the test administrator to 

• SAY something to the student. 
◦ This text must be communicated to the student exactly as written. The information in the SAY text cannot be paraphrased, simplified, or shortened. The 

information can be stated, signed, or provided in written form. The test administrator may repeat the SAY information as many times as needed.
• Show the student an image (e.g., political cartoon, chart, map, photo) if the student asks for clarification of a word or phrase 

that IS included in the table. 
◦ Students need to be made aware that for they can ask for clarification of words or phrases and the test administrator may be able to offer definitions, 

synonyms, or show pictures if those words are included in the accommodations table.
◦ Images that accommodate selections and test questions are located in the guide. 

The words included in the accommodation table under “Accommodations for Eligible Language and Vocabulary 
Support” will NOT be marked with underline dots on the students’ booklets. 

If the student asks for clarification of a word or phrase that is NOT included in the “Accommodations for Eligible 
Language and Vocabulary Support” column in the accommodation table, test administrators may say, “I can’t help 
you with that; just do the best you can.”

Selections and test questions that do not have any language and vocabulary supports are shaded and left blank in 
the accommodation tables.



Providing Language and Vocabulary Support
mathematics, science, and social studies
The accommodation table includes “Words Not Eligible for Clarification.” 

Test administrators may NOT clarify any words that appear in this column. 
• If the word or phrase is included in the accommodation table, test administrators may say, “I can’t help 

you with that; just do the best you can.” 
• If the student meets the eligibility criteria for a dictionary as a designated support or as an  Accessibility 

Feature, the test administrator may say, “You can look that up in your dictionary, but I can’t help you 
with it.”

If the student asks for help with the meaning of a word that is NOT included in the 
accommodation table, the test administrator may clarify through the use of simpler words, 
gestures, or pictures. Clarifications must not provide any direct or indirect assistance or 
reinforcement that aids in the identification of the correct response to a test item. Clarification 
may be provided only at the request of the student.

Test questions with no off limits words are shaded and left blank in the accommodation tables.



Language and 
Vocabulary Support and 
Content Support 
READING, WRITING, ENGLISH I, AND 
ENGLISH II



Accommodations for Language and Vocabulary Support and 
Accommodations for Content Support
reading, writing, English I, and English II
Accommodations for Eligible Language
and Vocabulary Support 

The words or phrases eligible for language and vocabulary 
supports will not be marked with a dotted underline to 
avoid confusion with content supports. 

If the student asks for clarification of a word or phrase, the 
test administrator will refer to the “Accommodations for 
Eligible Language and Vocabulary Support” column in the 
accommodation table. 

For each item, test administrators may only clarify words or 
phrases that appear in the accommodation table.  

If the word or phrase is not eligible for clarification, test 
administrators may say, “I can’t help you with that; just do 
the best you can.”

Test questions that do not have any language and 
vocabulary supports are shaded and left blank in the 
accommodation tables.

Accommodations for Content Support 

Parts of selections and test questions in the student’s test 
booklet will contain a dotted underline that indicates the 
text is eligible for a content support

◦ test administrator may remind the student that he or she can 
ask for support when they see this dotted underline in their 
test booklet

If a student asks for content support, the test administrator 
will refer to the accommodation tables and, if needed, the 
pages that contain supporting images. 

The test administrator will provide the accommodation 
indicated in the accommodation table for the text specified 
in the selection or test question.

Test questions that do not have any content supports are 
shaded and left blank in the accommodation tables.



Example: English I

Language and 
Vocabulary Support 
and Content Support



Example Grade 5 Reading passage

Language and Vocabulary Support



Example: Grade 5 reading test question

Language and Vocabulary Support and Content 
Support



Language and 
Vocabulary Support and 
Content Support
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL 
STUDIES



Accommodations for Language and Vocabulary Support

The accommodation table includes “Words Not Eligible for 
Clarification.” 

For each item, test administrators may NOT clarify any words that 
appear in this column.

 If the word or phrase is included in the accommodation table, test 
administrators may say, “I can’t help you with that; just do the best 
you can.” If the student meets the eligibility criteria for a dictionary as 
a designated support, or as per the 2017 accessibility features, the 
test administrator may say, “You can look that up in your dictionary, 
but I can’t help you with it.” 

If the student asks for help with the meaning of a word that is NOT 
included in the accommodation table, the test administrator may 
clarify through the use of simpler words, gestures, or pictures. 

Clarifications must not provide any direct or indirect assistance or 
reinforcement that aids in the identification of the correct response 
to a test item. 

Clarification may be provided only at the request of the student.

Test questions that do not have any language and vocabulary 
supports are shaded and left blank in the accommodation tables.

Accommodations for Content Support 

If a student asks for content support, the test administrator will refer 
to the accommodation tables and, if needed, the pages that contain 
supporting images. 

The test administrator will provide the accommodation indicated in 
the accommodation table for the text specified in the selection or test 
question.

Test questions that do not have any content supports are shaded and 
left blank in the accommodation tables.

Parts of selections and test questions in the student’s test booklet 
will contain a dotted underline that indicates the text is eligible for a 
content support

test administrator may remind the student that he or she can ask for 
support when they see this dotted underline in their test booklet



Example: Grade 3 Math

Language and Vocabulary Support and Content 
Support



Example Grade 8 Science

Language and Vocabulary Support and Content Support



Test Question Number Words Not Eligible for 
Clarification

Accommodations for Content 
Support

(dotted underlines)

60 

government, Securities and 
Exchange Commission, Food and 
Drug Administration, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, 
exporting, Coast Guard

research topic

Indicate boxes to the left of the 
arrows in the student’s test 
booklet.
government agency

Indicate boxes to the right of 
the arrows in the student’s test 
booklet.

Example: U.S. History  

Language and Vocabulary Support and 
Content Support
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