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Background 
 In 1994 the SBOE adopted a plan to develop 

Spanish-version assessments to evaluate the
academic skills of English language learners
(ELLs) receiving academic instruction in Spanish. 

 In 1997 the SBOE incorporated the Spanish-
version assessments into the state assessment 
program. 

 In 1999 the 76th Texas Legislature mandated the 
inclusion of Spanish-version tests in the state 
assessment program. 
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Why STAAR in Spanish?
 

 To measure the degree to which students 
receiving a significant amount of 
instruction in the Spanish language  are 
learning the required TEKS 
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STAAR Spanish 

Reading Grades 3 – 5 
Mathematics Grades 3 – 5 
Writing Grade 4 
Science Grade 5 



  
   

 

   
 

Who can take STAAR 
Spanish? 

 Eligible ELLs in grades 3–5 whose 
academic skills are most appropriately 
measured in Spanish 

 Eligible non-ELLs in grades 3–5 whose 
academic skills are most appropriately 
measured in Spanish 



  

    
      

      
 

   

Who makes language of 
assessment decisions? 

 The language proficiency assessment committee 
(LPAC) 

 For ELLs participating in special education, 
assessment decisions are made by the Admission, 
Review, and Dismissal (ARD) committee in 
conjunction with the LPAC 

 LPACs make assessment decisions for non-ELLs 
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How are STAAR and STAAR 
Spanish aligned? 

Same: 
 Assessed curriculum and item types 
 STAAR blueprints for building tests 
 Expected performance standards 
 Focus on readiness for next grade level 

Differences have to do with language 
accessibility: 
 STAAR Spanish uses native language to help 

students understand language of test 



    
    

     
      

    
      
      

    
      

      
 

2014 2015 
LII (Satisfactory) LII (Satisfactory) Change 

STAAR Grade 03 READ 65% 65% -
STAAR Grade 04 READ 61% 60% -1% 
STAAR Grade 04 WRIT 64% 64% -
STAAR Grade 05 READ 62% 69% +7% 
STAAR Grade 03 MATH 60% 65% +5% 
STAAR Grade 04 MATH 52% 55% +3% 
STAAR Grade 05 MATH 45% 47% +2% 

STAAR Grade 05 SCIENCE 47% 40% -7% 





 
 

   
 
 

Initial Model 
 Prior to the 2004-2005 school year, 

Spanish-version assessments were 
transadapted from English items 

 Transadaptation = translate and adapt 
for cultural and linguistic appropriateness 

 Transadaptation process involved some 
limitations 



 
   

 
 

  
   

       
 

   
 

       
       

STAAR Spanish 
current model 

 Field testing of Spanish items began in 2005 
 Reading and writing items are — 

- independently developed 
- field-tested every year 

 Writing prompt study every three years 
 Reading and writing tests are built separately from 

regular STAAR 
 Math and science items are transadapted from 

the English development 
 Math and science tests for regular STAAR and

STAAR Spanish are the same or may vary slightly 



  
 

   
  

  

 
 

  

Item development 
annual activities 

 Test contractor develops/transadapts and submits 
items to TEA. 

 TEA curriculum, assessment staff, and test contractor 
meet to review the proposed test items. 

 Bilingual educators serve on educator review 
committees to review the items. 

 Items are field-tested (reading and writing). 
 TEA and test contractor analyze field-test results. 
 Items are placed in the item bank to be used on 

future tests. 



 
 

  

 

 

  

Who participates in STAAR Spanish 
item development? 

 Testing Contractor 
- Assessment specialists 
- Former bilingual teachers 
- Bilingual writers 
- Professional translators 

 TEA 
- Curriculum and assessment staff 

 Texas Educators 
-	 Spanish bilingual teachers and content 

specialists from across the state 



  
  

 

Educator item review 

Spanish bilingual teachers and content 
specialists review the items for ― 

 appropriateness 
 item content and difficulty 
 language accessibility 
 potential bias 



 
 

  

 

Resources for STAAR 
Spanish development 
 The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

(TEKS) 
 Published works of children’s literature 
 Textbooks 
 Dictionaries and grammar references 



  
 

 
 

 

Types of adaptations for math 
and science tests 

 Names (e.g., people, food, objects)
 
 Idioms 
 Titles on tables 
 Cultural references 
 Geographical names 



 STAAR SPANISH SAMPLES
 



Reading Sample A
Grade 3 (Poetry) 

Edits Made to a Selection at Internal Item Review 



  
    

Grade 3 Cont. - Reading Sample A 
Presented at Educator Item Review (no edits made) 



  
    

Grade 3 Cont. - Reading Sample A 
Selection included on the 2015 STAAR Spanish Grade 3 Test 



 
 

    

Reading Sample B 
Grade 3 

Edits Made to a Test Item at Internal Item Review 



  Grade 3 Cont. - Reading Sample B 
Presented at Educator Item Review (no edits made) 



  
      

Grade 3 Cont. - Reading Sample B 
Item included on the 2015 STAAR Spanish Grade 3 Test 



 

Reading Sample C
Grade 5 (Expository) 

Edits Made at Internal Item Review 



 
     

Grade 5 Cont. - Reading Sample C 
Selection as Presented at External Item Review 



   
Grade 5 Cont. - Reading Sample C 

Presented at Educator Item Review (edits requested) 



     

Grade 5 Cont. -Reading Sample C 
Item included on the 2013 STAAR Spanish Grade 5 Test 



Grade 3 Math ─ Sample #1
(English) 



Sample #1 
(Spanish)
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Grade 4 Math ─ Sample #2
(English) 



(Spanish) 

Sample #2 
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Trato de nombres 



Grade 5 Math ─ Sample #3
(English) 



(Spanish) 

Sample #3 
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Adaptación de variables



    Grade 5 Science ─ Sample #1 
(English) 



(Spanish) 

Sample #1 
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Blue jay vs. arrendajo  vs. pájaro



  Grade 5 Science ─ Sample #2
(English) 



Sample #2
(Spanish) 
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For more information 

http://tea.texas.gov
 

Telephone: (512) 463-9536
 

For ELL Assessment Questions:
 
ELL.tests@tea.state.tx.us
 

http://tea.texas.gov/
mailto:ELL.tests@tea.state.tx.us
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