
 
 

 
 

 

  

Printed and Online Resources
 
Texas Student Assessment Program 

• Eric Estlund –Texas Education Agency 
• Eli Cadena –Texas Education Agency 
• Ray Gross –Educational Testing Service 
• Jonathan Maziarz –Pearson 

30th Annual Texas Assessment Conference February 2016 
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2016 Manuals
 

2016 District and Campus 
Coordinator Manual 
• STAAR 
• STAAR Alternate 2 
• TELPAS 

Keep for the entire year! 
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Highlights of the 2016 District and Campus 
Coordinator Manual 
 Email announcing posting of the Coordinator Manual sent December 14, 2015 

 NOTE: language in the Coordinator Manual requiring students to leave the room 

after they have completed testing has been changed. 

 After students submit their tests online, or after their paper tests are collected, 

students may be allowed to quietly read books or leave the testing room. 

 Replacement pages will be available online. 

 Covers entire 2016 calendar year 

 Removed appendix on oral/signed administrations from the Coordinator Manual and 

created an online document: 2016 Oral/Signed Administration Guidelines 
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2016 District and Campus Coordinator
 
Manual
 

Resources Webpage 
•	 updated list of links to all online 

resources so hard-copy manual 
users are aware of extra 
information available online 

•	 links in electronic version are 
“live” 
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    2016 District and Campus Coordinator
 
Manual
 

STAAR Alternate 2 
• revised STAAR Alternate 2 


Materials Control Form 
• one form 
• streamlined 
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2016 STAAR Test Administrator Manuals
 

Grades 3–5 

Grades 6–8 

End-of-Course 

•	 will be posted online February 2016 

•	 will arrive in districts February 2016 

•	 will only be shipped once for the
 
2016 calendar year
 Keep for the entire year! 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

• instructions specifically for test administrator duties 

• single script in each manual for all online test administrations 

• appendix added that details tools available in the STAAR Online 

Testing Platform 

• contain Oaths of Test Security and Confidentiality applicable to all 

programs 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

• Includes instructions for test administrators to record the amount of 

time each student took to test on their answer document for each test 

session (paper administrations at grades 3–8 only) 

• Includes instruction for “New to Texas” indicator 

• The Oral/Signed Administration appendix has been rewritten as an 

online document: 2016 Oral/Signed Administration Guidelines 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

Time-to-Test in Grades 3–8 

•	 Directions for marking time-to-test 
are located in test administrator 
manuals.  

•	 Use the AGENCY USE field to 
record each student’s time-to-test. 

•	 One column measures total time-
to-test; another column measures 
total time taken for breaks that did 
not stop the clock. 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

• online scripts combined and 
condensed into single script 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

Test Administration Directions 

•	 internal Table of Contents at the 
beginning of the Test 
Administration Directions 
section 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

Guide to the Test Administration 
Directions 

•	 contains general information 
about using the scripts 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

Guide to the Test Administration 
Directions 

•	 use of tutorials is required for 
students testing online 

•	 includes information about 
materials for distribution prior to 
testing 
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Highlights of the 2016 Test Administrator
 
Manuals
 

Guide to the Test Administration 
Directions 

• describes special considerations
 
for English language learners
 

•	 reiterates that a test 
administrator must have training 
from the campus coordinator 
regarding oral administration 
prior to testing 
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Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
 

•	 a revision to the TAKS Manual will be 
available for March 2016 

•	 will reflect new instructions for use with 
TestNav 8 

•	 navigate to 
tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/taks 
to download the updated manual 
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NAVIGATING THE TEA STUDENT 

ASSESSMENT DIVISION WEBSITE
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 Finding The Student Assessment Division
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 TEA Homepage, Features and Tools
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 Getting to the Student Assessment Division
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  The Student Assessment Division Page
 

2016 Texas Education Agency 20
 



  

 
  

 

The Student Assessment A–Z Directory
 
The Student Assessment 
A–Z Directory is NOT 
the same as the 
TEA A-Z Index located 
in the upper right 
corner of the page in orange. 
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Most Frequented Pages
 

Note that the 
Sidebar Menu 
Links change to 
reflect the specific 
division area pages 
you are viewing. 

2016 Texas Education Agency 22 



 STAAR Specific Resources
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STAAR Raw Score Conversion Tables
 

Access the Tables by using 
the Sidebar Menu 
link that is highlighted 
here to the left. Links can 
also be found on the 
Student Assessment 
A–Z Directory page and the 
Student Assessment 
Division Homepage 
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    Assessed Curriculum, Blueprints and Released Tests
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 Understanding Performance Standards
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 Assessments for Students with Disabilities
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English Language Learner Resources
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 Other STAAR Assessment Programs
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Accessing Student Results
 

Note that student, campus, district and region 
Specific reports are located on the 
Texas Assessment Management System using 
The Texas Assessment Data Portal 
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  Resources Within the Texas 

Assessment Management System
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Log in to the 
Assessment 
Management Systems 

Links to the TEA website 

OOD/OOS registration 
3 links for different users information 
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STAAR RESOURCES 
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 Technology Systems and Support Resources
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

For STAAR 
Administrators 

2016 Texas Education Agency 35
 



  

 
  

 
  

Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Administrators 
Home page gives 
general information 
about how to use 
the site 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

The Test 
Administration 
page contains many 
useful resources 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Links to Student 
Assessment 
correspondence 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Links to the 
Coordinator Manual, 
and the STAAR Test 
Administration 
Manuals 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Download the 
STAAR Assessment 
Management 
System User’s guide 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

STAAR OOD/OOS 
Information and 
Resources 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Links to the 
Calendar of Events 
and the Student 
Assessment Testing 
Calendar 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Links to additional
 
resources related to
 
the STAAR program
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Links to Texas 
Assessment Data 
Portal and Score 
Reporting 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Training resources 
and information 
specific to STAAR: 

•	 Upcoming 
Trainings 

•	 STAAR 
Assessment 
Management 
System 

•	 STAAR Online 
Testing Platform 
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Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

Other Resources
 
specific to STAAR
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  Navigating the Texas Assessment Website
 

FAQs 
• More to come 
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  STAAR ALTERNATE 2, TELPAS, AND TAKS
 
RESOURCES
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Texas Assessment 
Website 
www.TexasAssessment.com 
Contact Us: Customer Service 
Center 
Phone: (800) 627-0225 
Email: 
•	 TxPearsonAccess@support 

.pearson.com 
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http://www.texasassessment.com/


PearsonAccess Next Login
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 Documentation within PearsonAccess Next
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 Online User Guide
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Training Modules
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 TestNav 8 Online Support
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The right text box contains the news feed. This is instantly updatable and can be used to convey important messages. Currently, what you’ll see in here are the broadcast emails we send out. On the left, below the logo, is the index, containing every topic we thought you would need.How did we choose these topics? The editors that create the manuals and other documentation know them very well, so they are instrumental in creating the index entries for each one. But I also receive a report each morning from our District Response Group saying why you called us the day before. We use this information to help inform the index, and, in a pinch, can use it to update the Most Popular topics in the left rail.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s how it works. Click on any topic in the index, chose among the relevant results, and the news feed is replaced by the pages from the specific manual containing the information requested. The numbers above the result let you click through the full page range of the answer. The two green buttons allow printing of the page range or the download of the full document. Click Home or on the Avocet logo to go back to the news feed.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For users daunted by the index, or for those who are not sure exactly what they are looking for, Avocet has a powerful search function to take users directly to the answers they need. Simply enter the term in the search box, hit enter and the results appear.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The index is built with cross-references, so if you are searching for “Dates,” but look under “Calendar,” you’ll still get the answer you are looking for. Avocet will also take users to online forms which are housed outside the tool, or to TEA’s website if necessary.



  

  
 

 

 

•Also optimized for 
mobile devices (iOS, 
Android, and others) 

•Responsive design 

•All the information 
in your pocket 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We build Avocet so it would work on desktops, laptops, tablets and smartphones.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
On a phone, or with a tablet in portrait mode, the interface is a little different, shedding the two-column design for a single column design. Simply click on the desired topic, and you’ll be taken to the results list..
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
From there, one more click takes you to the pages with your answer. You can then save the manual for later reading, storing it in iBooks, or your choice of reader.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of our favorite features of Avocet is an interactive calendar of events. Go to Calendar in the index, click Interactive Calendar of Events. From there, click on any event and you’ll get a pop-up with details of the event. You can also open the calendar item or copy it into the calendar program of your choice.



  

  
 

Avocet, a digital master index
 
for assessment resources
 

texasassessment.com/masterindex
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re going to change gears here and talk about Avocet, the master index for assessment materials
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Any questions?
 



Staying In The Know
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Contact Us
 

• Student Assessment Division 
– (512) 463-9536 
– student.assessment@tea.texas.gov 

• ETS: Texas Assessment Support Center 

– (855)-333-7770 
– STAAREOC@ets.org 
– STAAR3-8@ets.org 

• Pearson: Customer Service Center 
– (800)-627-0225 
– TXPearsonAccess@support.pearson.com 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you don’t have your own device with you, stick around. I have a suitcase full of iPads down here and you are welcome to come give Avocet a test drive. 

mailto:TXPearsonAccess@support.pearson.com
mailto:STAAR3-8@ets.org
mailto:STAAREOC@ets.org
mailto:student.assessment@tea.texas.gov


 
       

  
    

Attribution
 

•	 The title slide in this presentation was used under a creative commons license and was 
created by the found animals foundation. 

•	 The original image can be located at: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/foundanimalsfoundation/8055192650 
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