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Program Overview

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) 
– Includes STAAR, STAAR Spanish, STAAR L, and STAAR A 

– grades 3—8 mathematics 

– grades 3—8 reading

– grades 4 and 7 writing 

– grades 5 and 8 science 

– grade 8 social studies 

– end-of-course (EOC) in Algebra I, Algebra II*, English I, English II, 
English III*, biology, and U.S. history

* Will be available for districts to use on an optional basis 
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Program Overview

State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR)

– STAAR Spanish - grades 3‒5

– STAAR L  - grades 3‒8 (except for reading and 
(online only) writing) 

- EOC (except for English I and II)

– STAAR A - grades 3‒8
(online only) - EOC 
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Program Overview

STAAR Spanish 
– available for English language learners (ELLs) in grades 3–5 for whom 

an assessment in Spanish provides the most appropriate measure of 
academic progress

– available in each subject area assessed by the English version 

STAAR L 
– an online linguistically accommodated version of the STAAR grades 3–8 

and EOC assessments in mathematics, science, and social studies 

– available for ELLs who meet participation requirements
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Program Overview

STAAR A 
– an online accommodated version of STAAR

– available for students who meet eligibility requirements 

– supports are embedded into the test

– supports are designed to help eligible students with disabilities access 
the content being assessed 

– available in the same grades/subjects and courses as the STAAR 
assessments 
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Program Overview

STAAR Alternate 2  
– STAAR Alternate 2 was redesigned and first made available in spring 

2015.  

– designed to meet federal requirements 

– standardized, item-based assessment administered individually to 
students

– student responses from a paper test administration are input by 
testing personnel into an online test form 

– allows test administrators to preview the test and, if necessary,  
ready materials for the test 

– administered in a two-week window 
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Program Overview
Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS)

– English language learners classified as limited English proficient (LEP)

– grades K‒12

– assesses the progress English language learners in K‒12 make in learning the 
English language in the domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing

– is a multi-faceted system that includes an online reading test, teacher 
observations and rating of student performance in listening and speaking, and 
the rating of student writing samples

– activities begin in February 

– assessment window runs March‒April 

TEA Student Assessment Division                                                                                              June 2015



Program Overview
Accommodations 

- Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Taking State Assessments 

- Policies address accommodation needs related to a disability or disabling 
condition and are intended to provide students effective and equitable 
access to grade-level or course curriculum and assessments.

- Linguistic Accommodations for ELLs Participating in the STAAR Program 

- Policies address accommodation needs related to the unique second 
language learning processes of ELLs. Linguistic accommodations are 
intended to decrease the language barrier that ELLs experience when 
learning and demonstrating knowledge and skills in English.

- Accommodation Request Form 
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Program Overview

Student Success Initiative (SSI) 

- Students in grades 5 and 8 must pass STAAR mathematics and reading 
to be promoted to the next grade. 

- Returning in spring 2016, students will be provided with three testing 
opportunities for both mathematics and reading.  

- Testing coordinators should refer to the Student Success Initiative 
Manual for details on testing requirements, accelerated instruction, 
and decision-making by the Grade Placement Committee.  
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Program Overview

Students Receiving Instruction Above Grade Level 
– Students tested at enrolled grade level unless receiving accelerated 

instruction.

Changes to Writing Assessments 
– In 2015, Field test prompts were removed from the grade 7 writing and 

the English I and English II assessments.

– Images of the 2015 grades 4 and 7 compositions and the English I and 
English II essays and short answer responses were provided to districts.
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Program Overview

Mathematics Assessments 
– Based on revisions to the math TEKS, STAAR mathematics 

assessments were revised in 2015 for grades 3—8. 

– performance standards will not be set until summer 2015

– students only received raw score results in the spring  

– standards will be applied to students’ results and new student 
reports will be distributed in early fall 2015

– grades 5 and 8 math assessments were offered only once in         
(April 2015)

– SSI testing requirements were suspended in 2015
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Program Overview

Mathematics Assessments 

– Calculators for grade 8 mathematics assessments 

– districts required to provide students in grade 8 with a graphing 
calculation device 
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Program Overview

Time Limits 

Online Testing 
– Establish a technical support person and refer to technical guides that 

support each program 

The Assessment Management System 
– Support manuals on the TEA website to assist in all activities 

TEA Student Assessment Division                                                                                              June 2015



Program Overview

Graduation Requirements 
- 19 TAC §101.3022

Students must pass all five STAAR end-of-course assessments to meet the 
testing requirements for a Texas diploma 

- SB 149 (effective May 11, 2015) 

Modifies the state’s assessment graduation requirements for students enrolled 
in the 11th or 12th grade for the 2014—2015, 2015—2016, and 2016—2017 
school years 
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Program Overview

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) 

TAKS exit level 
– available in four subject areas: mathematics, English language arts, 

science, and social studies
– are untimed 
– only offered as online assessments:  October, March, and July 

TAKS Graduation Requirements
– Students who were enrolled in grade 9 in 2010‒2011 or earlier must   

pass all four content-area tests to meet the assessment requirements 
for a Texas diploma. 
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Calendar                             2014‒2015   
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/
calendars

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/manuals/dccm
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Calendar                             2015‒2016   
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Calendar

Scheduling of Tests

– Charter districts should adhere to the testing dates as listed 
on the annual Student Assessment Calendar.

– Specific testing dates are assigned for the administration of 
all STAAR assessments in grades 3‒8 and for STAAR English I 
and English II.  

– STAAR Algebra I, biology, and U.S. history may be tested any 
day within the assigned testing window.  

TEA Student Assessment Division                                                                                              June 2015



Calendar

Scheduling of Tests

– If a conflict exits, charter districts are provided flexibility to 
change the administration dates for mathematics, reading, 
science, and social studies assessments in grades 3‒8 to 
accommodate local needs.  

– Charter districts do not have the flexibility to change testing 
dates for English I and II, or grades 4 and 7 writing.  
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Coordination 

Roles

– Superintendent

– listed in AskTED

– ultimately responsible for maintaining the security and 
confidentiality of the assessment program throughout 
the charter district
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Coordination 

Roles
– District Testing Coordinator 

– listed in AskTED

– responsible for the maintenance of the security and 
confidentiality of the assessment program throughout 
the charter district and for training staff 

– serves as contact person with the testing vendor
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Coordination 

Roles 

– Campus Testing Coordinator 

– responsible for training campus staff and for the maintenance of 
the security and confidentiality of the assessment program on the 
campus 

– coordinates test administrations at the campus 
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Materials 

2015 District and Campus 
Coordinator Manual

- STAAR 
- STAAR Alternate 2 
- TELPAS

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/manuals/dccm/
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Materials 

2015 District and Campus 
Coordinator Manual 

– Action-oriented checklists 
embedded in text 

– Guidelines for preparation, 
administration, and return of test 
materials 
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Materials 

2015 STAAR 
Test Administrator Manuals

 Three Test Administrator Manuals 

- Grades 3‒5 
- Grades 6‒8
- End-of-Course

 Include general information and test  
administration directions

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/manuals/
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Materials 

Texas Assessment
Management System (TAMS)

– District testing coordinator will manage  
materials for state assessments through 
the TAMS website.

– Charter districts, once registered in 
AskTED, will receive a password 
automatically. 

http://www.texasassessment.com
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Materials 

2015 Test Security Supplement 

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/security/

TEA Student Assessment Division                                                                                              June 2015

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/security/


Test Security  

Preventing Testing Irregularities 

– Train carefully 

– issue manuals before training 

– allow adequate time for training 

– train all staff who will handle secure materials 

– ensure that all staff involved in testing sign an 
appropriate Oath of Test Security and Confidentiality
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Test Security  

Preventing Testing Irregularities 

– Practice good inventory control
– maintain a secure, limited-access storage area for materials

– Refer to available resources for  administration guidelines 

– Monitor during testing 

– Be available for questions 

– Call TEA Student Assessment Division for guidance 
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Test Security  

Irregularity Types: Procedural and Serious 

The charter district testing coordinator is responsible for:

– determining the type of irregularity;

– seeking guidance, if needed, from TEA; and 

– filing an online incident report in a timely manner.
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Test Security  

Procedural Irregularities 

- reflect minor errors or deviations in testing procedures 

- require the district testing coordinator to submit an online 
incident report and a Plan of Action 
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Test Security  

Serious Irregularities 

- constitute severe violations of test security or confidentiality

- require TEA to be contacted immediately

- can result in the individual(s) responsible being referred to the 
TEA Educator  Certification and Standards Division for 
consideration of disciplinary action
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Test Security  

Serious irregularities include, but are not limited to:

- viewing a test before, during, or after an assessment

- scoring student tests 

- discussing secure test content 

- photocopying secure material without permission 

- directly or indirectly assisting students 

- tampering with student responses  
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Resources

STAAR
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/

STAAR L
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/staarl/

STAAR Accommodations 
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/
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Resources
TELPAS
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/telpas/

TAKS
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/taks/

Texas Assessment Management System 
http://texasassessment.com/
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Resources

Student Assessment Division

Texas Education Agency 

1701 N. Congress Avenue, Room 3-122A

Austin, Texas 78701

Phone: (512) 463-9536  Fax: (512) 463-9302
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