General Information about Homebound Students

There are two types of homebound – Gen Ed and Sped

General Education Homebound (GEH) - Student Attendance Accounting Handbook Section 3.7
· student is confined at home or hospital minimum of 4 weeks and does not need to be consecutive
· medical reasons only
· documented by US physician
· served by certified gen ed teacher
· must receive instruction in all core academic subject area courses enrolled in
· if possible receive instruction in all courses student is enrolled
· student retains same ADA eligibility code they had before receiving GEH services regardless of how many hours the student is served the GED program.
· local school board must approve policy and procedures to implement GEH
· a specific committee makes the decision for GEH
· minimum of 4 hours of service a week earns full week of eligible ADA funding. Less hours served is less days of ADA funding

Special Education Homebound
· student is confined at home or hospital minimum of 4 weeks and does not need to be consecutive
· medical reasons only
· documented by US physician
· ARD student eligible for sped services
· Must be certified in sped and some variations regarding highly qualified
· 6 yrs or older student retains the same ADA eligibility code regardless of number of hours student is served in homebound
· minimum of 4 hours of service a week earns full week of eligible ADA funding. Less hours served is less days of ADA funding

Other possibilities for students unable to attend school
· Remote conferencing for regular education students
· Remote conferencing special education students
· Remote homebound instruction regular education students
· Remote homebound instruction for special education students

Other possibilities that could work if allowed for students who are confined but not sick.  These are on campus options that could be extended for confined students
· Distance learning
· On-campus courses not provided through the TxVSN
· Self-Paced computer courses
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Technology in Region / Schools for Quarantined or Sick Children
	Region 1

Region One ESC provides services along with face to face, technological supports are provided to Homebound students whose illness is expected to go beyond or cumulate in 4 weeks of absence. 

The utilization of facetime, and skype to speak with students has been a strategy in implementation. In moving forward with the Adobe Connect transferring to  Zoom technology, the ease of access and moving to utilize this modality has been shared  with the special education directors, there was consensus that this technology would be appropriate for that type of service in moving forward. 


	Region 2

Currently we have four Vgo robots in our inventory. Two have been deployed at districts and the other two are being scheduled following inventory tags and placement.   The vgo is a live interactive mobile videoconference enabled robot that is controlled remotely over wireless internet by the student. The student is able to hear and see the classroom as well as interact with the teacher and their peers. It can travel from classroom to classroom to ensure instructional time as well as a social interaction with peers.  

We also connect students via videoconference to courses and record such coursework for review by absent students as well as students who need additional time and instruction.  Students connect from one classroom to another using videoconference units. We record the classes using a digital recorder and post the recordings online in a password protected web portal. All students enrolled in the course are permitted access. 

Additionally, we offer training and consultation on various technological tools such as webcams and iPads to enable students to dial in over video directly to their teachers.  Schools can use these tools at a moment’s notice and most schools have these tools readily available. 


	Region 3

Traditional Homebound and/or Parent Liaison systems where work is taken to the students, along with some instruction.  All of this involves face-to-face which would not be wise in a situation such as Ebola illness or quarantine.  Instruction could occur through the use of technology, but we do have not have a specific plan in place at this point.


	Region 4

Although Region 4 does not specifically have any particular technology appropriate for this purpose, we do offer the following suggestions that might be worth considering.
· During the prior swine flu event, one of our Region 4 districts contacted ACHIEVE 3000 and requested home access for two of their schools.  Within a day, the district had obtained the requested home access; however, the CDC lifted the school closing before the plan was implemented.  
· An additional suggestion is for districts to use any current web-based curriculum programs that have such as the reading and math programs offered by the state. 
· Some of our larger districts have Moodle lessons that can be made accessible to their students.
· The Project Share platform might be used to share uploaded lessons and documents.



	Region 5

Region 5 has access to one of the robots and is in the process of purchasing one as well. There are several video-conferencing options we have that include: Skype, Facetime, Texas Virtual School Network, go to meeting, etc. We have iPads that could be loaned out to the student if they don’t have the technology at home, along with mifi’s if they don’t have home internet. 


	Region 6

Region 6 ESC provides the robot program to school districts.  We currently have 20 robots and 18 are out in districts.  The districts can request a robot for a student in a homebound situation for a variety of reasons. At this time we have students with cancer, football players with broken legs and expectant teens.  The robots are free of charge to districts within our region.  The robot is delivered to the district and training is provided to the district and student on the usage of the system.  Teacher training is included and an important part of this process.  Robots are picked back up from the district by our staff when the robot is no longer needed.  The timeframe varies based on each circumstance.  Technical support and assistance is provided by the Region 6 ESC staff to the schools.  Weekly follow-ups are standard protocol.


	Region 7

Region 7 can:
· Disseminate information via current listservs to all nurses, principals, superintendents in our region from various agencies and stakeholders.
· Provide templates to districts to use with parents to disseminate needed information.
· Facilitate meetings for community leaders in either a virtual or a face to face setting.
· Facilitate wraparound services for the families in this event.
· Provide technology needed for video to a desk top which allows for two-way communication in real time.(We have done this previously and successfully with blind, homebound students.) Blue Jeans is the technology.  We can provide all needed equipment including mifi as well as technical assistance.  This is an excellent method for home instruction.
· Facilitate access to the Texas Virtual School Network, Project Share, iStation, Think Thru Math, etc for instructional resources.

ESCs know personally our schools, our school leaders, and our teachers—their phone numbers and their home addresses.   Just as we did during the Katrina Hurricane and the Rita Hurricane, we are positioned to be extremely helpful to our schools and families and, thereby, to our state.


	Region 8

ESC 8 can work with ESC 8 districts to provide the following technologies to assist students designated as homebound/quarantined due to illness, possible illness or other circumstances:
  
· Mobile Broadband (for students without internet capabilities in home)
· Go To Meeting (conferencing and screen sharing)
· http://www.gotomeeting.com/online/collaboration
· Video Conference Equipment
· Tandberg Camera/Codecs
· Polycom Camera/Codecs
· Codian Video Bridge
· Codian IPVCR
· Desktop video conference solutions
· (Pexip) http://www.pexip.com
· Mobile/Tablet video conference solutions (Skype)
· Living Tree (on-line secure communication tool)
· https://www.livingtree.com

In addition to the hardware and software availability, ESC’s also provide technical support to districts to ensure effective implementation.


	Region 9

· Region 9 has access to two VGo robots.  Our ESC owns one and has one on loan.  Both robots are currently being used by homebound students in our region.
· Region 9 also has the capability to connect students with their classrooms via Fuze Meeting.  Most classrooms have laptops, tablets or computers with cameras and microphones that could be utilized for Fuze, as long as the student could access similar technology from home.  Region 9 stands ready to assist both schools and students with this equipment, if it is not readily available at the district level. 
· Our ESC also has one mobile Distance Learning unit for loan that could be utilized by a school.  Students could access classes through this method with a laptop or tablet.
· Region 9 also has the ability to assist teachers in recording their classes to our content server, where we can record five classes at a time.  Students would be able to log into our server and watch their classes through video streaming; however, this mode would not be interactive.


	Region 10

Region 10 districts are beginning to implement initial emergency response plans where fewer than 10 students are affected.
Dallas ISD executed a procedure for the Ebola quarantined students where a laptop or tablet was delivered to the quarantine location for the students.  The device was loaded with the appropriate textbooks and resources based on student need.  The district also furnished internet cellular 3/4 G cards to provide Internet access in the event that standard internet services were not available.  Along with the technology, DISD furnished a box of school supplies, instructions for technology use, and a telephone hotline for addressing problems and issues with the technology or instructions. This is a similar plan to what other districts are making, especially in the metropolitan areas.  Phase 2 is not actually implemented but, would be designed to address the possibility of larger affected numbers.  The current issue, relative to technology, is the need for the end user or quarantine location to have some form of internet access, and for the internet connection to be able to provide effective bandwidth.  The quarantine location (residence) plays a pivotal role on bandwidth availability, even with cellular cards or hot spots since 3/4 G services can be spotty.
Phase 3 would need to address providing services to massive numbers across multi-districts and municipalities and would take the cooperation of Internet service providers to provide service to quarantine residences and/or locations situated both in large metropolitan areas and more distant locations.  Many of our metropolitan districts cross municipal lines and jurisdictions.  Additionally, availability and deployment of laptops, tablets or remote controlled videoconference robots are also a challenge in outlying areas.  Region 10’s VGO robots (http://www.region10.org/reggies-robots/) or any online web-based instruction also requires effective Internet services.
Since to-date, the quarantining has been most concentrated to homes without any technology equipment other than a cell phone or television, the use of television has been a primary solution suggested for larger numbers.  The possibility of utilizing closed circuit television or time acquired from commercial broadcasting is a possibility.  Television time could be blocked for grade level instruction in the critical areas of content.  It might be possible for classes to be video or audio recorded by individual teachers or teachers/campuses acting in concert and delivered through radio or television transmission.  Dallas ISD has this strategy in mind should this accelerated for any quarantine environment.
Note that all of the current and planned strategies have to be carefully monitored and controlled so as to not expose any other providers, especially in the Dallas area with a nervous public.
Districts are just beginning to consider involving their city’s ability to marshal resources of technology access for teaching and monitoring.  To-date our municipalities have resources stretched just in containing the exposure and public fears.
Region 10 has a large videoconference network that connects to most school districts in our service area.  It would not be particularly valuable for instructional purposes unless the device provided to the students had videoconference capabilities, which is unlikely.  However the network could be used to provide connectivity for planning, information sharing and discussion in times of emergency.
More importantly, Region 10 currently provides connectivity and services to City of Dallas Emergency Management along with Fort Worth Fire Department and the Fort Worth Joint Emergency Operations Center to support large event preparedness and school safety.  Region 10 has been the center for discussions with the North Central Texas Council of Governments over the last two years to determine how to provide direct emergency preparedness support and services from a larger number of jurisdictions to the all the school districts within the entire service area.
***
Although not technology related, Region 10 and our districts have already broached the subject of districts assisting each other with supplies, technology hardware and funds if a particular district is hard hit with a large number of isolated students.


	Region 11

· Vigo Robots
· Texas Virtual School Network
· 504 Homebound (Services for educators, students & parents)
· IDEA-B Homebound support for qualified students (Services for educators, students & parents)
· Transition services for qualified students (Services for educators, students & parents)
· Video conference lessons available under certain circumstances
· Online courses could be developed/initiated under certain circumstances
· Project Share student courses w/support
· Access to the ESC11 online course development department
· Access to iTunes U resources
· Access to ISDs/Charters with various online resources that could be networked in a crisis
· Access to medical personnel through various current partnerships
· Access to the ESC11 video production department
· School/Health Advisory Council (SHAC) support
· Access to post and stream and other resources available
· Access to the ESC11 Regional Education Telecommunication Network (RETN)
· Distance learning department maintains equipment that will interface many other types of desktop web based two way interactive programs that can link the student to teacher to student scenario.  





	Region 12

· Texas Virtual Schools Network 
· Vigo – Region 12 has purchased a Vigo unit and facilitated informational meetings with Vigo Rep and district personnel and special education directors
· Skype 
· Zoom – a district could use its Video Conference equipment and we could connect it to a home devise using Zoom
· Go to Meeting
· Various online platforms such as Canvas or Edmodo
· Google docs - live documents 
· You Tube can be utilized as a means of teaching as well. Teachers can upload videos and make then private to where only the student can access them. 
· Google Hangouts can be used.
· Various districts have 1:1 initiatives that would permit the students to take classes via Skype or FaceTIme.
· Various districts have district-purchased online courses such as Plato, Odysseyware, etc. that could be used.


	Region 13

Region 13 has one VGo robot and one Kubi device. So far we have worked with students who are already receiving home bound instruction prior to using the robotic devices so have not had a concern about attendance records. I will have to check again but believe that students who attend via technology meet all attendance requirements based on what I was told by TEA a year ago?

Note: students can interact with classes without a robot. While the VGo works well in most elementary schools, we have found that the Kubi with a tablet works better in a middle school or high school. It costs 1/5 of the VGo and is much easier to move from room to room. It is just as easy for the student to navigate remotely. With software such as Zoom, we can connect students without any robots or robotic holders. 


	Region 14

Outside Region 14/LEA:

Screenleap.com, Join.me, Skype and Facetime are live remote viewers of teacher and/or student computers.
· Google Classroom, Edmodo, and Moodle allow for digital assignments and video files to be accessed by the student through these learning management systems.
· Google Drive, Dropbox, and Padlet allow access to shared resources for students.
· Textbook logins for students provide online access to course content.

Region 14/LEA:
· TexQuest state library resources are online research tools and databases for student use.
· DiscoveryStreaming by Discovery Education is a streaming service delivering TEKS based educational content.  It is a supplemental content resource provided by ESC 14 for Region 14 schools.
· Jabber is a software application that allows students to remotely connect through Region 14 bridged video connections such as dual credit, college courses, career tech and any other academic classes provided through distance learning.
· My Big Campus is a learning management system that allows districts to host their own educational content providing student access at home. 
· Students have access to electronic devices through 1:1 initiatives or local equipment checkout to allow access to online resources and classroom instruction. 
· Districts provide “hot spots” for students that do not have internet access at home.

Region 14 has access to a Vgo.  Vgo is a robot that can go to school for a child.


	Region 15

Districts provide homebound services on a small scale – typically to an individual student. Region 15 has a limited number of laptops and iPads that can be made available should the need arise. Districts can use Facetime, Skype and other videoconferencing platforms to connect with students outside the classroom – if internet access is available. Region 15 can provide video conferencing services to homebound students upon district request. We also record video conferences for absent students to view at a later date. The ESC can provide technical assistance as needed in support any of these approaches. Region 15 has access to Vgo. 


	Region 16

Online credit recovery software systems – Odysseyware, Tx VSN, Desktop video conferencing could be an option if the district has capability to use it (58 out of 62 districts have capability currently) Texas Tech High School, Skype or Google Hangout options.


	Region 17

School Districts use a variety of technology and online courses based on the age and needs of the students.  Such technology includes, Laptops/PCs, iPads, and other mobile devices.  Students are able to access online learning through such providers as, PLATO, Educational Technology, and other software programs.  


	Region 18

· ESC18 - If the classrooms and student both have computers with a camera, microphone and speakers, then ESC18 can connect that student with the classrooms via DL (video conferencing). We can also use a videoconferencing bridge, which does not require the users to install special software.
· ESC18 – We can also use the Vgo Remote  Student Robot,   http://www.vgocom.com/remote-student

Districts
· Use of laptops and Skype as well as web conferencing such as Blackboard etc. 
· Teachers set up blogs with assignments, notes, links to sites and the textbook link.
· Use of the flipped classroom (videos for instruction and assignments).
· Use of Edginuity MyPath which is an on-line program for secondary students.
· Use of Chromebooks. Teachers send lessons via email and have the students send them back via Google Docs.
· Online classroom instruction through Odyssey. 
· Districts purchase personal hotspot data usage for students and provide a laptop if needed.
· Use of A+ and Odysseyware to teach core subjects online.
· Study Island and Reflex are available with student log-ins. 
· Capability of using webpages to download editable documents that students could complete and return.
· Capability of videotaping lessons and also putting those on the teacher webpages.
· We have on-line textbooks available to our students as well.
· Students have online passwords and access to the following programs:
· Lexia
· iStation
· Think through Math
· Ascend Math
· Stemscopes
· E2020


	Region 19

The service center uses an application called “School Messenger”  for its Head Start Program and our migrant program uses a system called “Dial My Calls” to reach out to students/parents in emergency situations.

· Districts have access to the TxVSN.
· Districts have video conferencing capabilities and can access conferencing products such as Go To Meeting.
· Districts have the ability to use  Skype, Google Education tools such as Google Hangouts or Google Docs, Facetime, iTunes U, etc.
· EPISD has partnered with CK-12 Foundation to adopt digital FlexBooks 
· Discovery Learning is supplemental content that is available to all districts in the Region with a subscription.
· Many districts have a variety of mobile hardware available to homebound students such as Chromebooks, Tablets such as iPads, and Laptops. 
· The ESC can provide bridging services for the purpose of connecting a homebound student with classroom instruction provided the student and the classroom have the appropriate tools (computers, cameras, microphone, etc.).


	Region 20

Currently we have three Vgo robots in our special education Assistive Technology checkout program with six additional Vgo robots that were recently ordered for general education homebound checkout purposes. All 9 robots will be available for checkout for students placed on special education and/or general education homebound that will allow for a live interactive videoconference within each classroom and controlled remotely over wireless internet by the student. 

We currently do not provide direct instructional services for students that are unable to attend school due to homebound/hospital class placement.

ESC-20 has a large videoconference network that connects to most school districts in our service area.  It would not be particularly valuable for instructional purposes unless the device provided to the students had videoconference capabilities, which is unlikely.  However the network could be used to provide connectivity for planning, information sharing and discussion in times of emergency. 
ESC-20 has a variety of experts and resources available to support LEAs to include: Project Share support, Online Course Development, Video Production Resources, School/Health Advisory Council (SHAC) support, ESC-20 Regional Education Telecommunication Network (RETN), and a number of highly trained staff to assist in troubleshooting and problem solving to determine solutions to meet the needs of the LEAs.
ESC-20 has a close working relationship with the City of San Antonio Emergency Operations Center and currently serves as the liaison to the school districts in the San Antonio area.  



