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Understanding the Confidential Student Report
A Guide for Parents
Exit Level Test
What is TAKS?

TAKS is the name of the testing program for students in Texas public schools.
The letters stand for the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.
Each public school in Texas must teach the same curriculum, the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (also called the TEKS). The TAKS tests are
based on this curriculum—in other words, on what students are being taught
in school. Therefore, the TAKS tests are a good way to measure what students
are learning.
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Who takes TAKS?
Public school students who entered high school before the 2011–2012 school
year take TAKS tests in four subject areas: English language arts, mathematics,
science, and social studies.
If your child receives special education services, he or she may have taken
TAKS (Accommodated). While the questions on TAKS (Accommodated) and
TAKS are identical, the format of TAKS (Accommodated) is different in these
ways: the questions are printed in a larger type size, and there are fewer
questions on each page. Also, your child may have been allowed to take this
assessment with more accommodations. These supports are intended to help
your child show his or her best performance on the test.
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How did my child do on TAKS?

How is my child’s high school
graduation related to the
exit level TAKS tests?
Texas law requires that students who entered
high school before the 2011–2012 school
year must pass all parts of the exit level
TAKS to receive a high school diploma from
a Texas public school. The exit level TAKS
includes four subject areas: English language
arts, mathematics, science, and social
studies.
If your child passed all these tests on the first
try, he or she has fulfilled the state’s testing
requirement for graduation. However, if
your child failed one or more subject-area
tests, he or she has multiple opportunities to
retake those tests. For each test your child
failed, your child’s school is required to help
your child improve his or her knowledge
and skills in that subject area.

Why am I receiving
this brochure?
This brochure has three purposes:

Every child who takes a TAKS test gets a report of his or her score. This report
is called the Confidential Student Report, or CSR. By carefully examining your
child’s CSR, you will find out where your child is doing well and where your
child may need to improve. For example, if your child has done well on a
TAKS test, it is a good indicator that your child is learning what he or she
needs to learn in that subject. Remember, the TAKS test cannot test everything
that your child is learning. However, your child’s score will give you a good
idea about the progress he or she is making. If your child did not receive a
score on a TAKS test and you do not understand why, please contact his or
her school.

• to give you some basic information
about the TAKS program.

Your child received an overall score on each test, but you can get more
information about your child’s strengths and weaknesses by looking at his or
her performance on each test objective.

• to provide you with a short summary of
each objective on the subject-area tests
so that you will know what knowledge
and skills that objective tested.

• to explain a sample test report so that
you can understand your child’s actual
test report. This report applies to all exit
level tests that your child may take. The
actual test report, which has your child’s
name on it and shows his or her test
results, has been sent to your child’s
school and should accompany this
brochure.
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These are the objectives tested in each subject area.
The first column shows the number of questions your child answered correctly for
each objective. The second column shows the total number of questions tested for
each objective.
The shaded squares show the number of questions your child answered correctly
for each objective. The unshaded squares show the number of questions your child
did not answer correctly. Together these squares equal the total number of test
questions for each objective.
The first number in the lightly shaded box shows the total number of questions
your child answered correctly for all objectives tested in that subject. The second
number shows the total number of questions on the test for that subject.
Your child’s score on the written composition is shown here. This score will be
either a 0, 1, 2, 3, or 4. If your child’s composition score is either a 0 or a 1, his or
her Confidential Student Report includes analytic information that will help
explain why the composition was not successful. To pass the English language arts
test, your child must score at least a 2 on the composition.
In this section of each subject-area box, you will find your child’s test score. The
sample information here represents an example of what your student’s report may
look like. The third column of this section shows when your child took the test.
The fourth column shows your child’s scale score. A scale score is a statistic used to
show your child’s performance on a test. The TAKS scale score lets you compare
your child’s score with the performance standards Met Standard and Commended
Performance. The scale score indicates how far above or below these standards
your child’s achievement is. TAKS scale scores cannot be compared across subject
areas or grade levels. The fifth column shows whether your child met the state’s
passing standard. The last column shows whether your child achieved commended
performance.
This scale shows the range of performance possible on each test. The arrow shows
where your child’s score (the number written in the arrow) is on the scale. The
score needed to meet the passing standard and the score needed to achieve
commended performance are also marked. The scale scores shown on the sample
CSR are approximations and may differ slightly from the scale scores shown on
your child’s CSR.
This statement will appear if your child’s score in English language arts or
mathematics shows readiness to enroll in college.
If your child has already passed a subject-area test required for graduation, the
phrase NOT SCORED—PREVIOUSLY MET STANDARD will be printed in the
subject-area box.
Through the student data portal, parents and students can access assessment
information across administrations and years. You may access the portal by using
the web address and student access code that are listed at the bottom of your child’s
actual test report.

additional information
Important for Parents to Know
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On the TAKS tests there are three categories for student
performance: Commended Performance, Met Standard, and
Did Not Meet Standard. These categories are explained below.

Commended Performance

A

If your child’s report shows a “Yes” under Commended
Performance, he or she performed at a level that was
considerably above the state passing standard. Your child
showed a thorough understanding of the knowledge and skills
tested at the exit level.
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Met Standard

If your child’s report shows a “Yes” under Met Standard, he
or she performed at a level that was at or somewhat above the
state passing standard. Your child showed a sufficient
understanding of the knowledge and skills tested at the
exit level.
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Did Not Meet Standard

If your child’s report shows a “No” under Met Standard, he
or she performed at a level that was below the state passing
standard. Your child did not show a sufficient understanding
of the knowledge and skills tested at the exit level.

study guides

If your child did not meet the standard on one or more of the
TAKS exit level tests, you may access a study guide at http://
www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/taks/study-guides. The
study guide is designed to help students strengthen their skills by
offering instruction as well as sample questions and
explanations. Each study guide also contains a set of practice
questions and a key to the correct answers.

The test Objectives What They Mean . . .
MatheMatics

The TAKS mathematics test assesses how well students
understand mathematics, including algebra and
geometry, and how well they can apply this
understanding to the real world. The knowledge and
skills tested are grouped into ten objectives.

Objective 1
Foundations for Functional Relationships

Students must be able to show their understanding of
functions represented by pairs of numbers, where the
value of one number depends on the value of the other
number. Students must also be able to draw conclusions
from functional relationships.

Objective 2
Properties and Attributes of Functions

Students must be able to show their understanding of the
similarities and differences between linear and quadratic

functions. Students must also be able to solve algebraic
equations.

Objective 5
Quadratic and Other Nonlinear Functions

Students must be able to show their understanding that a
linear function is an equation that can be represented by
a line on a graph. Students must also know how the slope
(rate of change) affects that line.

Students must be able to show their understanding of a
quadratic function as it looks on a graph. They must also
understand how the shape of the parabola on the graph
changes as the equation changes. Students must know
how to solve real-life problems involving quadratic
equations and be able to simplify algebraic expressions by
correctly using exponents.

Objective 4
Linear Equations and Inequalities

Objective 6
Geometric Relationships and Spatial Reasoning

Objective 3
Linear Functions

Students must be able to show their understanding of the
way to organize problems into equations and inequalities
in order to find solutions to problems. Students must
also know when using two related equations is the best
way to find a solution.

Students must be able to show their understanding of
how geometric concepts and properties can be used to
solve everyday problems. Students must also be able to
solve problems using a variety of representations,
including geometric patterns, properties of
transformations (such as reflections, rotations,
translations, and dilations), and right-triangle patterns.

Objective 7
Two- and Three-Dimensional Representations of
Geometric Relationships and Shapes
Students must be able to show their understanding of
how solid, three-dimensional figures look from different
perspectives. They must understand how to use slope to
determine geometric relationships, such as parallel or
perpendicular lines. Students must also be able to use
rational numbers to determine the location of points on
a coordinate grid.

Objective 8
Concepts and Uses of Measurement and
Similarity

Students must be able to show their understanding of
how to find the area of polygons, circles, and parts of
circles as well as the surface area and volume of solid
figures. They must also be able to use transformations
and ratios to identify similar geometric shapes. Students

must be able to determine the effect on perimeter, area,
and volume when any measurement is changed. (For
example, if the sides of a square are doubled, the area is
four times the original area.)

Objective 9
Percents, Proportional Relationships,
Probability, and Statistics

Students must be able to show their understanding of
percents, probability, measures of central tendency,
graphs, and misuses of graphical information.

Objective 10
Mathematical Processes and Tools

Students must be able to show their understanding of
problem-solving strategies and tools, such as calculators,
formulas, rulers, pictures, graphs, and tables.

Test objectives continued on back . . .

