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Purpose: To increase awareness, build capacity, and improve TEA supports, resources and tools available for schools to address the 
unique needs and statutory requirements of highly mobile and at-risk students.

We are committed to improving the school experience and education outcomes of all highly mobile and at-risk students in Texas public 
schools.
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https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/mental-health-and-behavioral-health
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/mental-health-and-behavioral-health
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/mental-health-and-behavioral-health
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/mental-health-and-behavioral-health
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/support-for-at-risk-schools-and-students/texas-education-for-homeless-children-and-youth-tehcy-program
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/child-abuse-prevention/child-abuse-prevention-an-overview
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/health-safety-discipline/pregnancy-related-services
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success


Objectives

To provide educators with useful information for addressing the 
educational needs of students in foster care.

Familiarize educators with the foster care system and relevant laws and 
policies that affect the educational experience of students in foster care.

Provide centralized information and resources to increase awareness 
and knowledge for the educator working with students in foster care.
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Agenda



What is Foster Care?



Students in Foster Care

 Foster care – refers to children & youth who 
are in custody of the State of Texas due to 
abuse/neglect, regardless of their living 
arrangements.

 A court grants legal custody of the student 
to DFPS (Department of Family and 
Protective Services) if it is determined the 
student cannot safely remain with a parent 
or legal guardian. DFPS secures a relative, 
foster home, or other setting to ensure the 
student’s safety and well-being.
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DFPS (Department of Family & Protective Services)

 Conservatorship: used in the Texas 
Education Code and by DFPS 
to describe the status of a child who is 
placed in DFPS legal custody by a 
court order.

Two terms used to define 
whether a child is in a short or 
long-term conservatorship: 

 Temporary Managing 
Conservatorship (TMC)

 Permanent Managing 
Conservatorship (PMC)
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Foster Care Placements

DFPS may place the child in several different types of living 
arrangements: 

 Relative/kinship caregiver or (close family friend)
 Foster family homes
 Residential treatment centers and emergency shelters
 Facilities overseen by another state agency
 Adoptive family
 Supervised independent living (SIL) arrangement

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Mobility

Highly mobile children may lose four to six months of emotional,  
academic growth and educational progress for each school move. 

When students in foster care change schools, despite the protections 
in place, they may lose course credits, repeat courses they have 
already taken, be placed in inappropriate classes or grade levels, or 
not be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities. 

 It is very important to support students in foster care when they come 
to your district/campus. 
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Wheel of Support
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Data



Foster Care Identification

Total Foster Care Students:

15,404
2021-2022 PEIMS Data

35,054
in DFPS Conservatorship

5-18 years of age

Under Identified
Source: Texas Education Agency, PEIMS Standard Report Data 2021-2022​
Source: DFPS Data Book- Children in DFPS Conservatorship in Fiscal Year 2022
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https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/About_DFPS/Data_Book/documents/DFPS_Data_Card.pdf


Graduation & Dropout Data

Students in Foster Care vs. Peers Statewide

27 %
Foster Care 6.4 %

Statewide

61.7 %
Foster Care

89.7 %
Statewide

Dropout Rate
2022

Graduation Rate
2022

Source: Grade 9 Four-Year Longitudinal Graduation and Dropout Rates, by Student Characteristic, Texas Public Schools, Class of 2022 p. 106
Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/comp-annual-biennial-2022.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/reports-and-data/school-performance/accountability-research/dropcomp-2021-22.pdf


Foster Care & Special Populations
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Foster Care & Special Student Populations

PEIMS  Fall Snapshot 2021
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Foster Care and 
The Law



Every Student Succeed Act (ESSA), 2016
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Texas Administrative Code

19 TAC 89 FF 
Subchapter 

FF: Transition 
Assistance for 
Highly Mobile 
Students Who 

are Homeless or 
in Substitute 

Care

§89.1603
Transfer of 
Student 

Records and 
Transcripts

§89.1605
Development 
of Systems to 

Ease 
Transitions 

and Establish 
Procedures 

to Lessen the 
Adverse 

Impact of 
Movement of 

a Student

§89.1607
Evaluation 
of Student 
Records for 

Students 
Who are 

Homeless or 
in 

Substitute 
Care

§89.1609
Placement 

in 
Educational 
Programs 

and Courses
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Texas Administrative Code

19 TAC 89 FF 
Subchapter 

FF: Transition 
Assistance for 
Highly Mobile 
Students Who 
are Homeless 

or in 
Substitute 

Care -
Continued:

§89.1611
Promotion of 

Access to 
Educational 

and 
Extracurricula

r Programs, 
Summer 

Programs, 
Credit

§89.1613
Promotion of 

Postsecondary 
Information.

§89.1615
Provision 
of Special 
Education 
Services

§89.1617
Notice to 
Student's 

Educational 
Decision-

Maker and 
Caseworker
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Transition Assistance Toolkit
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Reminders – Transition Assistance (TAC 89 FF) 

 All newly enrolled foster care and homeless students must: 
 Have an enrollment conference (within first 2 weeks of enrolling or as soon as feasible). 
 Receive a welcome packet with information and resources about the school. 
 Be provided a warm-introduction to the school, provided a tour of the campus, meeting 

relevant staff, learning about school opportunities, etc. 
 Receive expedited nutrition benefits, from the first day of enrollment (without delay). 

 TEA has a Transition Assistance Toolkit with resources to assist school leaders with 
these activities.
 View Transition Assistance Webinars on YouTube

 Transition Assistance Part I (Recorded March 1, 2023)
 Transition Assistance Part II (Recorded April 5, 2023)

 Scan the QR code to download TAC 89 FF

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/transition-assistance-one-pagers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjvC1f3Wnl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNAe3z8wj6U


TSDS PEIMS Foster Care Codes
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Foster Care Pre-K Verification – Code 03

 Foster Care PEIMS Code 03 - TEC § 29.153(6)(B) to extend free pre-
kindergarten eligibility to children who are or have been in foster care 
in another state or territory and reside in Texas.

 Acceptable documentation to support this requirement may include:
 Official paperwork from state or county welfare system.
 Foster care documents stating closure of a case
 Redacted court order documents
 Adoption paperwork completed by the originating state

 *Updated Foster Care FAQ with this information available (FAQ - PEIMS #3, Pre-K #4, #5)

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/foster-care-faq-2021-update.pdf


Foster Care PEIMS Guidance

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Foster_Care_PEIMS_guidance.pdf


Foster Care Liaison



Foster Care Liaison Requirement

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

Texas Education Code Sec. 33.904
LIAISON FOR CERTAIN CHILDREN IN CONSERVATORSHIP OF THE STATE

(a) Each school district and open-enrollment 
charter school shall:
• (1) appoint at least one employee to act as a liaison 

officer to facilitate the enrollment in or transfer to a 
public school or open-enrollment charter school of 
a child in the district or area served by the charter 
school who is in the conservatorship of the state; and

• 2) submit the liaison's name and contact information to 
the agency in a format and under the schedule 
determined by the Commissioner.

(b) The agency shall provide information to 
the liaisons on practice for facilitating the 
enrollment in or transfer to a public school or 
open-enrollment charter school of children 
who are in the conservatorship of the state.



Foster Care Liaison Expectations

Update AskTED on TEA 
website of the Foster Care 

Point of Contact for the 
District

Implement systems of 
support and ease of 

transition for students in 
foster care.

Facilitate training, 
coordinate across 

departments, and provide 
technical support to the 

LEA.

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

Foster Care & 
Student 
Success Guide: 
Chapter 5



Getting Started: Foster Care Liaison

 Foster Care POC: “Campus 
Champions”
 Implement school transitions 

requirement
 Streamline enrollment process
 Accurately identify students in 

PEIMS
Nutrition benefits
 Provide supports to students 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

 Coordinate withdrawal and records 
transfer process
Work with DFPS case managers and 

Educational Specialist
 Provide training to the district
 Coordinate with school counselor to 

ensure on track graduation
 Encourage transition into adulthood 

and post-secondary opportunities
 Promote practices that align with 

Texas Law



DFPS and ESC Regions 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

 Existing points of contact in 
the both education and child 
welfare systems can help 
Texas to meet these new 
requirements. 

DFPS Education Specialists

District/Charter School 
Foster Care Liaisons and ESC 
Foster Care Champions

https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/State_Care/education_specialists.asp
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStudentSuccess/liaisons/
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStudentSuccess/liaisons/
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStudentSuccess/liaisons/


Regional Texas Contacts
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Foster Care Documentation

2085 Series:
Foster Care/Residential Care - 2085 FC

Kinship or Other Non-Foster Caregiver - 2085 KO
Legal Risk - 2085 LR

Documentation needed for Foster Care PEIMS Identification

DFPS Placement 
Authorization Form 2085

DFPS Designated Education 
Decision-Maker Form 2085-E

Court Order

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Placement Authorization 2085

All forms in the 2085 series:

Foster Care/Residential Care -
2085 FC

Kinship or Other Non-Foster 
Caregiver - 2085 KO

Legal Risk - 2085 LR

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Educational Decision Maker Form – 2085E

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Immunization – Provisional Enrollment Resource

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Educational Best-Interest Coordination 

TASB Education Best 
Interest Form
Supports Coordination 

with DFPS
To be filled out by Foster 

Care Liaison/school staff 
and provided to DFPS to 
support education 
decision-making
 Located on the TEA Foster Care 

resources page
Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-information-and-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-information-and-resources


Transportation Template for Students in Foster Care 

 TASB Transportation 
Procedure Planning 
Template
 Transportation Procedures
 Transportation Strategies
 Individual Transportation 

Plan

 Located on the TEA Foster Care 
resources page

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-information-and-resources
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-information-and-resources


Reminders for Students in Foster Care

Foster Care Liaison Appointed

Identification & Documentation (2085 & 2085E)

Immediate Enrollment

School Nutrition Benefits

Provide Training to Staff

Collaborate w/Child Welfare

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.



Pause for Processing

What bright ideas have 
you received from the 
presentation?

What information sparked 
ideas about what you can 
do within your LEA?

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Promote 
Student Success



Page:

CH
AP

TE
R

Trauma-Informed Practices Information

Tip

• By creating a school 
environment where 
children feel safe & 
connected, schools can 
cultivate important 
protective factors that 
promote resiliency & help 
realize the potential of all 
students. 

TEA supports

• TEA Grief Informed and 
Trauma Informed 
Practices webpage

• Project Restore

• MentalHealthTX.Org

Law

• TEC §38.351 requires 
LEAs to train school staff 
on grief-informed and 
trauma-informed 
practices. 

• TEC §38.036 requires 
LEAs to adopt & 
implement policy 
regarding the integration 
of trauma-informed 
practices in each school 
environment. 

102

10
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https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/grief-informed-trauma-informed-practices
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/grief-informed-trauma-informed-practices
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/mental-health/grief-informed-trauma-informed-practices
https://www.texasprojectrestore.org/
https://mentalhealthtx.org/


Page:
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Did You Know? 

106

10

Select DFPS Regional Educational Specialist offer specialized training on 
trauma-informed care and classroom strategies. Regional education 

specialists may attend all notified Manifestation Determination Hearings 
and school disciplinary hearings as well as education-related meetings, 
including ARDs, Transition Planning, and Circles of Support at juvenile 

justice facilities, residential treatment centers, and emergency shelters. It 
is important that the LEA Foster Care Liaison and DFPS Education 

Specialists are in close communication to support the student’s needs.  

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.
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Foster Care and School Coursework11

116
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College Tuition and Fee Waiver

 Youth are eligible to have college tuition and fee waived in TX state-
supported colleges or universities, public medical schools, public dental 
schools, public junior colleges, and public technical institutions.
 A youth must have been in DFPS conservatorship before an adoption or 

PMC was granted to be eligible for the college tuition and fee waiver.
 School staff should help students to activate the college tuition and fee 

waiver while they are still in high school.

Note: The tuition and fee waiver is verified in the form of a letter from Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services provided to the youth to 

present to their institution of higher education. Schools may require that the 
student provide new letter each academic year. 

143

13
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Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program

ETV

Youth in foster care or 
adopted from DFPS 

after turning 16

Available to youth 
starting at age 16 up 

to 23

Used on expenses like 
books, transportation, 
other school-related 

costs

Federally funded and 
state administered

Students may be 
eligible to receive up 
to $5000 in financial 
assistance per year

143

13

DFPS ETV 
Program page 

for more 
information.

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

https://www.dfps.texas.gov/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Education/ETV.asp
https://www.dfps.texas.gov/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Education/ETV.asp
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

It is important that students applying for college fill out their FAFSA 
accurately to qualify for the maximum number of scholarships and financial 
resources available. 

Students applying for financial aid in Texas should submit their FAFSA 
applications by the priority deadline in order to maximize the amount of aid 
they may receive. 

Did You Know? 
In accordance with TEC § 28.0256, beginning in the 2021-2022 school year with students 

enrolled in the 12th grade, each student must do one of the following in order to graduate: 
 Complete and submit a FAFSA; 
 Complete and submit a Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA); or 
 Submit a signed opt-out form. 

144

13
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Foster Care Resources



Foster Care and Student Success Resource Guide Webpage

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/foster-care-and-student-success/foster-care-student-success-resource-guide


Foster Care and Student Success Resource Guide 

https://tea.texas.gov/foster-care-guide

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

Foster Care Guide Training Series

https://tea.texas.gov/foster-care-guide


School of Origin Determination

 Link for School of Origin Determination

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Education Best Interest Determination (ESSA Guidance Toolkit)

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.



Designated Points of Contact (ESSA Guidance Toolkit)
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Dispute Resolution (ESSA Guidance Toolkit)

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.



Self-Assessment Tool

Special Populations Monitoring:
 Inclusion of Highly mobile groups (foster 

care, homeless, military connected students) 
in agency monitoring, review and support.
 The purpose of the self-assessment is to assist 

LEA leadership teams in evaluating and improving 
their other special populations (OSP) programs.
 The self-assessment is intended to help the 

LEA leadership team take a proactive approach by 
addressing areas of concern in the OSP programs 
and improving student outcomes.
 LEAs may use the self-assessment too to assess 

program implementation.

Visit for information : Special Populations Monitoring | Texas Education Agency
Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/special-populations-monitoring
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/special-populations-monitoring


Upcoming Foster Care Trainings

Foster Care 101 –
Tuesday, November 28, 2023
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Foster Care 201 –
Wednesday, January 16, 2024
10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0K_BLzGrTQK8mH5X_dAMbg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_U9UQysqqSaatG2IHoFyNhw


HM&AR Homepage

Dates & time for HMAR Webinars:
1:00-2:30 P.M. CST

 Thursday, November 30, 2023
 Thursday, February 15, 2024
 Thursday, May 2, 2024

Academics / Special Student Populations

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



Sign Up for Updates!

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.



AskTED Search

How to search for Foster 
Care Points of Contacts 
in LEAs in AskTed?

Directions are on the 
Foster Care website

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/Searching_for_foster_care_liaison_information_in_AskTED.pdf


Reflection & Implementation

Take 30 seconds to reflect on 
information shared today:

Now…
Please share 2 ideas that you will take 

back to your district about this training?

How will you share the information?

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023.  All rights reserved.



Questions/Survey
If you have further questions: 

please email 
fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov

Copyright ©Texas Education Agency, 2023. All rights reserved.
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